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1. Introduction

The Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) was established by Section 384 of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to assist producing states and their coastal political subdivisions (i.e.
counties) in mitigating the impacts from Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) oil and gas production.
The CIAP legislation appropriated $250 million per year for fiscal years 2007 through 2010 to be
distributed among eligible producing States and their coastal political subdivisions. The eligible
States are Alabama, Alaska, California, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. The coastal political
subdivisions in Alabama are Baldwin County and Mobile County. The Coastal Impact Assistance
Program (CIAP) requires each state to develop a plan to be eligible for the CIAP funding.

The CIAP provision of the Act of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, lists five
categories of authorized uses of CIAP funds. Thus, a State or CPS can only use CIAP funds for
one or more of the following purposes:

1. projects and activities for the conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas,
including wetland,;

2. mitigation of damage to fish, wildlife, or natural resources;

planning assistance and the administrative costs of complying with CIAP;

4. implementation of a Federally approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation
management plan; and

5. mitigation of the impact of OCS activities through funding of onshore infrastructure
projects and public service needs.

Bl

Alabama is one of six states eligible to receive CIAP funds. The total annual allocation for
the State of Alabama for FY 2007 and FY 2008 is $51,103,214.08 split evenly between the years.
Thirty-five percent ($17,886,124.92) of these funds will be allocated and disbursed to Baldwin
and Mobile counties. Table 1 summarizes the allocations provided to the State of Alabama,
Baldwin County, and Mobile County.

The State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile County have worked cooperatively to
develop CIAP projects for FY 2007 and FY 2008. These projects meet the criteria set forth in
the legislation and will provide long-term benefits to Alabama’s coastal area. A subsequent CIAP
plan will be submitted in the future for FY 2009 and FY 2010 funding,.
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State of Mobile County | Baldwin County
Total Allocation Alabama (55.36% of (44.64% of
for Alabama Allocation County County County
(10.54% of 250M) (65%) Allocation (35%) allocation) Allocation)
FY 2007 $25,551,607.04 | $16,608,544.58 $8,943,062.46 $4,951,015.14 $3,992,047.32
FY 2008 $25,551,607.04 |  $16,608,544.58 $8,943,062.46 $4,951,015.14 $3,992,047.32
TOTAL
for FY
2007
and FY
2008 $51,103,214.08 |  $33,217,089.16 $17,886,124.92 $9,902,030.28 $7,984,094.64

Table 1. Summary of Coastal Impact Assistance funding for the State of Alabama for FY 2007 and

2008
http:

(Source:

Minerals

Management

www.mms.cov/offshore/CIAPmain.htm

Service

webpage
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2. Designated State Agency

The Energy Policy Act’s CIAP provision requires that the Governor designate a State
agency to develop the Plan and represent the State in interactions with the U.S. Department
of the Interior Minerals Management Service for purposes of the Program. On November 3,
2005 Governor Bob Riley designated the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (ADCNR) as the agency responsible for administering the CIAP. Appendix A
includes the letter designating ADCNR as the lead agency. The ADCNR point of contact for
development and implementation of the Plan is M. Barnett Lawley, Commissioner of the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. His contact information is listed below.

State of Alabama designated contact for
development and implementation of the
Coastal Impact Assistance Program

Name Commissioner M. Barnett Lawley

Address Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources
64 North Union Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Telephone | (334) 242-3486
Fax (334) 242-0999
E-mail denr.ciap@dcnt.alabama.gov

Further, Commissioner Lawley designated the State Lands Division (SLD) of
ADCNR to administer the day-to-day responsibilities of the CIAP. Such a role is a natural fit
for the State Lands Division, which serves as the state agency sponsor for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) funded Alabama Coastal Area Management
Program and Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. The State Lands Division
also managed the NOAA-sponsored CIAP in 2001. The State Lands Division is responsible
for management and stewardship of many state-owned lands, including state water bottoms,
and serves as the single designated title holder for all lands acquired through the Forest
Legacy Program. The SLD administers the State’s Forever Wild Land Trust Program, which
acquires and conserves land for public use.

In addition to the State Lands Division, there are other divisions within the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resource with a mandate to protect and manage
coastal areas: the State Parks Division (SPD), the Marine Resources Division (MRD), and
the Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division (WFFD). The State Parks Division manages
Gulf State Park, a 6150-acre tract of coastal habitat located between Gulf Shores and Orange
Beach directly on the Gulf of Mexico. The Marine Resources Division’s mission is to
conserve, protect, and enhance Alabama’s living marine resources in a manner that
encourages sustainable economic development and promotes the responsible stewardship of

State of Alabama Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan
Introduction
- V -



those resources. The Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division manages, protects,
conserves and enhances wildlife and aquatic fishing resources of Alabama.

The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to address the potential issues that
threaten to impact coastal resources and to identify and implement projects and programs
that will restore, protect, and enhance the coastal area and ecosystem.
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3. Designated Contact for Coastal Political Subdivision

Two Coastal Political Subdivisions (CPS) lie within Alabama’s coastal zone: Baldwin County
and Mobile County.

a. Baldwin County Commission

Baldwin County designated contact for
development and implementation of the Coastal
Impact Assistance Program

Name Frank Burt, Chairman

Address Baldwin County Commission
312 Courthouse Square, Suite 12
Bay Minette, AL 36507

Telephone | (251) 937-0264

Fax (251) 580-2500

E-mail fburt@co.baldwin.al.us

Through the CIAP, it is the goal of the Baldwin County Commission to provide
conservation, protection, and restoration of environmentally sensitive areas, to
provide enhancement to properties already under the care of the County, and to
develop long-term plans to assist in these endeavors.

b. Mobile County Commission

Mobile County designated contact for
development and implementation of the Coastal
Impact Assistance Program

Name Stephen Nodine, President

Address Mobile County Commission

205 Government Street

Mobile, AL 36644

Telephone | (251) 574-8595

Fax (251) 574-4722

E-mail snodine(@mobile-county.net

Coastal resources will be conserved, protected, enhanced, and restored by the Mobile

County Commission with funding provided by the Coastal Impact Assistance
Program. This goal will be achieved by pursuing three overarching objectives:

1. Coastal areas in Mobile County will be more accessible to citizens

and will provide increased opportunities for environmental education
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and recreation in order to foster support for conservation and
restoration efforts.

Coastal Impact Assistance Program funding will be utilized to assist
in implementation of the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program
Comprehensive Conservation & Management Plan with regard to
selected Water Quality, Habitat Management, Human Uses, and
Education & Outreach Action Items.

A Mobile County Coastal Resource Protection Program will be
developed to promote wise management of natural resources and will
include activities such as acquisition and management of coastal
habitats, including wetlands.
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4. Governor’s Certification of Public Participation

The State of Alabama CIAP funding recipients have worked diligently to involve the
public and governmental entities including Federal, State, and local agencies in the development
of the CIAP. On March 6, 2007, the State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile County
held a public information meeting to announce the CIAP and to solicit program suggestions.
This meeting was held at Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center on the Mobile Bay
Causeway, a central location to both counties. An advertisement was published in the Sunday
edition of the Mobile Press-Register and the Baldwin Register two consecutive Sundays prior to
the meeting (February 24, 2007 and March 4, 2007). At this meeting, representatives from the
Minerals Management Service (MMS), the State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile
County described the CIAP. Appendix B includes a copy of the advertisement. An overview of
how the CIAP would be implemented was presented and a request for program suggestions was
solicited.

After this meeting, the State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile County began
compiling project lists to be included in the Draft CIAP Plan taking submitted program
suggestions into consideration. The draft Mobile County CIAP project list was approved by the
Mobile County Commission on April 24, 2007 and was reviewed at the agenda review meeting
on April 19, 2007. The draft project lists were discussed by the Baldwin County Commission at
two work sessions (April 10, 2007 and April 24, 2007) and the lists were approved by the
Baldwin County Commission on May 15, 2007. All of the County meetings listed above are
public and agendas and meeting announcements are published in local newspapers prior to the
meetings. Also, meeting agendas, meeting announcements, and minutes are published on the
Counties’ respective websites.

A second public meeting was held on August 30, 2007 to announce and release the
Draft CIAP Plan. An advertisement was placed in the Mobile and Baldwin County newspapers
on August 19" and 26", 2007 to announce the meeting (See Appendix C). Also, notification of
the meeting was sent to the local leaders of Federal, State, and local agencies. The meeting notice
was sent to the attendees of the first public information meeting held in March and all
individuals and organizations that solicited information on the CIAP and/or submitted program
suggestions. The written transcripts from the public meeting are included in Appendix D-1.

A draft comment period of 30 days began on August 31, 2007. All written comments are
included in Appendix D-3. In some instances public comments resulted in modifications to the
Plan. Appendix E contains Governor Riley’s certification of public participation.
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5. Coordination with Other Federal Resources and Programs

In developing the CIAP Plan, the State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile
County selected projects and programs which complemented existing federal resources in coastal
Alabama. The framework of the existing Alabama Coastal Area Management Program
(ACAMP), Alabama’s costal zone management program was used to provide outreach efforts
relating to CIAP plan development. A project was scaled down or deleted if significant other
federal funding sources were available. When necessary, federal agency personnel were consulted
throughout the State of Alabama CIAP plan development. Partnering with other federal or
private resources is documented in each project summary.

Some CIAP projects will be used to complement other federal resources. For example,
the State of Alabama plans to rebuild the public fishing pier at Gulf State Park using public
assistance funds from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) after it was
destroyed by Hurricane Ivan in 2004. In order to make the structure more resilient to future
storms, CIAP funds will be used to fund the additional costs associated with rebuilding the pier
in a more protected location. In addition, the pier will be longer and wider to withstand
increased wave energy and wind loads. Also, CIAP has been closely coordinated with other
federal land acquisition programs. For example, CIAP will fund land acquisition in the coastal
area, as it is an eligible expenditure, while other land acquisition programs eligible statewide, such
as the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Legacy Program, will be used to
target non-coastal acquisition where appropriate.

Utilizing the existing outreach framework of the State of Alabama Coastal Zone
Management Program, representatives from Federal, State and local agencies were invited to a
meeting of the Coastal Resources Advisory Committee (CRAC). At this meeting, the Draft State
of Alabama CIAP Plan was presented and discussed. The purpose of this meeting was to
provide an early opportunity to view the draft plan and to coordinate financial resources relative
to CIAP funding. Federal representatives were invited from the following federal agencies:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — Mobile District
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Geological Survey

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

O0O00O0

Representatives were invited from the following State of Alabama agencies:

0 Alabama Department of Transportation
O Alabama Department of Environmental Management
0 Department of Public Health (Baldwin and Mobile County)
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0 Geological Survey of Alabama

Representatives were invited from the other divisions within the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources including:

O State Parks Division
O Marine Resources Division
0 Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division

Representatives were invited from the following regional agencies:

O South Alabama Regional Planning Commission
O Mobile Bay National Estuary Program

One of the objectives of this meeting was to solicit formal feedback from the federal
agency representatives regarding plan development and to solicit potential costs sharing and
financial partnering specific to CIAP projects. The CIAP staff encouraged all agencies present at
this meeting to submit written comments on the Draft State of Alabama CIAP Plan.

Federally-approved plans were reviewed during the compilation of the Alabama CIAP
project lists to make sure projects did not duplicate existing federal resources and met the
objective of these documents. These plans include but are not limited to the following: the
Alabama Coastal Area Management Plan, the Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserves
Management Plan, the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program Comprehensive Conservation
Management Plan, The Alabama Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy, Alabama
Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation Program, Forest Legacy Program and U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers coastal project plans. All of these plans listed above have been approved by the
respective federal agency and provide long term conservation strategies and action items for
Alabama’s coastal area.

The Draft CIAP Plan was released to the public for review on August 30, 2007. A total
of 47 comments were received of which two were from federal agencies. First, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) commended the State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile
County for selecting projects that will, ‘benefit U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service trust resources,
such as imperiled plant and animal species and migratory birds.”  In addition, the USFWS
offered to partner with the State of Alabama to restore wildlife habitat for imperiled species and
migratory birds on private land impacted by the 2005 hurricane season in order to ‘maximize
benefit of limited conservation dollars’. The Mobile Bay National Estuary Program submitted a
written comment fully supporting the Draft State of Alabama CIAP Plan. In this letter, the
MBNEP Director states, “The State of Alabama, Baldwin County Commission, and Mobile
County Commission were wise in selecting programs and projects which complemented existing
federal resources”. In sum, the written comments on the Draft State of Alabama CIAP Plan
from federal agencies indicate the State of Alabama CIAP coordinated CIAP resources closely
with other federal resources and programs.
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6. Plan Implementation Program

% Goals and Objectives of the State of Alabama CIAP Plan

State of Alabama

The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to implement natural resource

improvement projects which have a lasting impact on the coastal community. More
specific goals are listed below and were developed during the CIAP planning process.
Measurable objectives from each goal are included in the associated project description.

1.

11.

Acquire and conserve sensitive habitat throughout the coastal area.

Manage the State of Alabama CIAP in an efficient, cost-effective, and organized
manner in order to meet the program requirements

Raise public awareness of conservation and protection of coastal Alabama’s
designated protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park,
Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta)
through the construction of natural resource-based educational facilities.

Develop a tool to evaluate impacts to coastal Alabama marine, estuarine and inland
environments resulting from present and planned oil and gas infrastructure
associated with development production.

Protect, conserve, and restore natural coastal habitat and wildlife through data
analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

Facilitate management research of Alabama’s coastal environment through improved
data collection systems, enhanced research infrastructure, and upgrades of research
tools.

Increase awareness of conservation and protection of coastal Alabama’s designated
protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) through the development
and production of natural resource-based educational materials.

Improve management and administration of coastal resources and help implement
the Alabama Coastal Area Management Plan.

Restore coastal areas by removing marine debris resulting from recent hurricanes

. Implement natural resource trustee assessment and restoration activities associated

with injuries to natural resource trust resources, including but not limited to, fish,
wildlife, birds and groundwater.

Increase public awareness of conservation and protection efforts associated with the
coastal marine environment.

State of Alabama Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan

Introduction

- Xiii -



Baldwin County Commission

The goals of the Baldwin County Commission, through the CIAP, are to provide
conservation, protection and restoration of environmentally sensitive areas, to provide
enhancement to properties already under the care of the county, and to develop long-
term plans to assist in these endeavors. These goals will be met through the objectives
associated with each plan initiatives.

The CIAP goals were coordinated with the Baldwin County Strategic Plan for 2006-
2016, which addresses some of the most critical needs within the county and the
strategies to meet those needs. A key requirement in the selection of initiatives for the
CIAP program was the ability of those projects to meet the objectives in the County’s
strategic plan. The Baldwin County CIAP initiatives also were required to meet not only
the authorized uses of the CIAP but also the strategic plan components.  The
compatibility of the initiatives along with the State of Alabama’s CIAP Plan and other
tederally-approved plans was also considered.

Mobile County Commission

Coastal resources will be conserved, protected, enhanced, and restored by the Mobile
County Commission with funding provided by the Coastal Impact Assistance Program.
This goal will be achieved by pursuing three overarching objectives:

e Coastal areas in Mobile County will be more accessible to citizens
and will provide increased opportunities for environmental education
and recreation in order to foster support for conservation and
restoration efforts.

e Coastal Impact Assistance Program funding will be utilized to assist
in implementation of the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program
Comprehensive Conservation & Management Plan with regard to
selected Water Quality, Habitat Management, Human Uses, and
Education & Outreach Action Items.

e A Mobile County Coastal Resource Protection Program will be
developed to promote wise management of natural resources and will
include activities such as acquisition and management of coastal
habitats, including wetlands.

« Description of how the State of Alabama, Baldwin County and
Mobile County will Manage, Implement and Monitor the CIAP

State of Alabama

The State of Alabama, through the ADCNR, is committed to managing the
CIAP in an efficient, cost-effective, and organized manner in order to fulfill the
requirements of the program. The ADCNR, through its State Lands Division (SLD),
provides day-to-day management and coordination of the CIAP. Due to its
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involvement previously in a similar program, the SLD has developed the capacity to
manage such a program and regularly manages large-scale grant programs. The State
Lands Division employs one full-time staff person, located in the coastal area,
dedicated to coordinating all aspects of the CIAP Additionally, a State Lands
Manager oversees the administration of the CIAP on a part-time basis. The State of
Alabama is also considering hiring an accounting technician to aid in all financial
CIAP matters. These staff members update departmental and other state officials on
CIAP-related issues so that informed CIAP decisions are made. Also, close
coordination with other relevant ADCNR support sections including Accounting,
Legal, Engineering, and Coastal Sections occur on a regular basis to ensure proper
procedures are created and followed throughout CIAP implementation. CIAP staff
work closely with CIAP representatives from the MMS and other applicable federal
agencies. In addition, CIAP staff coordinates with representatives from Mobile and
Baldwin County regarding timetables, meetings, and reports.

Baldwin County Commission

The Baldwin County CIAP Plan is managed and monitored by the Natural
Resources Section of the Planning and Zoning Department. This department in
conjunction with other county departments including the Solid Waste Department
and the Highway Department will implement the projects. The Grants Coordinator
within the Budget Department will submit grant applications, financial and progress
reports and requests for reimbursement.

Mobile County Commission

The Mobile County CIAP Program is managed by staff from the Mobile
County Environmental Services Department. The staff will be responsible for
management, implementation, and monitoring of the Mobile County Coastal Impact
Assistance Program. This responsibility includes preparing grant applications,
environmental reviews, progress reports and general grant management tasks. The
staff will also manage each project from the application stage through procurement
to completion and closeout. Procurement procedures and policies currently in place
as well as MMS guidelines will be followed to ensure open and fair competition for
contracts and purchases and compliance with all other applicable laws and
regulations.

s The State of Alabama Public Participation Process

a. CIAP Public Planning Process: There were two primary public meetings held to
discuss the CIAP. These meetings were jointly sponsored by the State of
Alabama and each of the two coastal political subdivisions and were used as
vehicles to introduce the program and solicit public input. Advertisements for
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these meeting were published in the Mobile-Press Register two Sundays prior to
each of these meetings. CIAP staff also sought input through the state’s CZM
program through solicitation of project ideas from CZM staff and in a specific
request for input and review from the Coastal Resources Advisory Committee
(CRAC). The CRAC is a legislatively defined organization and is supported by
the CZM program.

Below is a comprehensive list of all public CIAP planning activities. At each
of these meetings, the public was given ample opportunity to comment and
provide input. In addition, several federally-approved plans were consulted
during the project list development including the Mobile Bay National Estuary
Program Coastal Comprehensive and Management Plan and the Alabama
Coastal Area Management Program document. Public participation was an
integral component in the development of these two plans. Below is a list of all
public meetings and/or public notifications.

O January 9, 2007, the Baldwin County Commission discussed the CIAP
at a regularly scheduled work session.

O March 2, 2007, Baldwin County distributed its newsletter, Planning
Horizons, advertising the CIAP public meeting.

O March 6, 2007, a public information meeting was held at 6:00 pm at
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center. Thirty-two (32) people
attended this meeting. This meeting was advertised in the Mobile-Press
Register and the Baldwin Register on February 24, 2007 and March 4,
2007.

O April 4, 2007, CIAP staff met with and informed representatives with

The Nature Conservancy and the Friends of Bon Secour National
Wildlife Refuge of the CIAP program.

O April 4, 2007 CIAP statf met with and informed representatives from
the Geologic Survey of Alabama of the Alabama CIAP Program.

0 April 10, 2007, the Baldwin County Commission discussed the CIAP at
a regularly scheduled work session.

0 April 17, 2007 CIAP program staff met and informed representatives
from the Organized Seafood Association of Alabama of the CIAP
Program.

0 April 19, 2007 Mobile County Commission discussed and reviewed
Mobile County’s Tier 1 and Tier 2 project lists at an Agenda Meeting.
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O April 24, 2007, the Mobile County Commission approved the CIAP
Tier 1 and Tier 2 project lists and approved submittal of such lists to
the State for inclusion into the State of Alabama CIAP Plan.

O May 15, 2007, the Baldwin County Commission formally approved the
CIAP Tier 1 and Tier 2 lists at a regularly scheduled meeting and
approved submittal of such lists to the State for inclusion into the State
of Alabama CIAP Plan.

0 August 30, 2007, the Draft CIAP Plan was presented to the Coastal
Resources Advisory Committee (CRAC).

0 August 30, 2007, the Draft CIAP Plan was released to the public via a
public meeting held at Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center.
Fifty-eight (58) people attended this meeting. This meeting was
advertised in the Mobile-Press Register and the Baldwin Register on
July 19" and July 26", 2007. The transcripts from the meeting are
included in Appendix D-1.

0 August 31, 2007, the comment period for written comments began.

0 October 22, 2008 the ADCNR Commissioner responded via a letter to
all forty-seven comments.

O January 10, 2008 as a result of public comment and input, the Mobile
County Commission discussed and reviewed the modified Tier 1 and
Tier 2 project lists at an Agenda Meeting.

O January 15, 2008, the Mobile County Commission approved the
modified CIAP Tier 1 and Tier 2 project lists and approved submittal
of such lists to the State for inclusion into the Final State of Alabama
CIAP Plan.

O February 25, 2008: An advertisement was placed in the Mobile-Press
Register and Baldwin Register to announce three additional projects
included in the Final State of Alabama CIAP Plan including a land
acquisition project for Dauphin Island (AL-24 and MC-14) and Public
Access Improvements at Big Creek Lake (MC-15).

b. Written Public Comments All submitted written comments are included in
Appendix D-3. Overall, there were 47 comments submitted via e-mail, fax or U.S.
mail addressed to the Governor, Bob Riley and other State officials. A response
was sent to all comments submitted from the Commissioner thanking them for
their participation in the State of Alabama CIAP. The comments and respective
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responses are summarized in the following table.

Appendix D contains the

public comments from the August 30, 2008 public meeting, summary tables of all
comments received, and the comments.

Comment Number of Name Response/ Resolution
Comments
Requests 35 Blackmon; Bonner; Per the request of the
funding for a Brennon; Brooks ; State legislative
variety of Collier,C.; Collier, J. (3); | delegation from
Dauphin Colliet, S.; Damiens; Dauphin Island, the
Island projects Edwards (2); Gaines; State of Alabama and
Harper (2), Henderson; | Mobile County
Mayson, McDermott; partnered to fund AL-24
Miller (5); Opanowitz, and MC-14 -- Land
Previto, Roedder, Acquisition of Sensitive
Rogers, Tafra, Waterfront Property on
Thompson, Turner B.; | Dauphin Island in the
Turner R.; Wheelet; Final CIAP Plan.
Willis; and Winstead (2).
Supports 7 Bishop; Dixon; Malone; | A letter was sent from
CIAP Plan as Tawes (USFWS); Tew the Commissioner
written with (GSA), Watts; Yeager thanking each comment
other minor (MBNEP) author for their
comments participation in the State
of Alabama CIAP.
Requests 1 Hallet Project was not selected
CIAP funding for funding in the Final
to create a Plan, however the
coastal Mobile Area Chamber
resiliency of Commerce will be
network. asked to participate in
future planning
processes. A letter was
sent from the
Commissioner thanking
the Mobile Area
Chamber of Commerce
for their participation in
the CIAP.
Various 1 Crozier Per the request of the
comments on State legislative
the overall delegation from
Draft Plan and Dauphin Island, the
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supports State of Alabama and

funding for Mobile County

Dauphin partnered to fund AL-24

Island. and MC-14 -- Land
Acquisition of Sensitive
Waterfront Property on
Dauphin Island in the
Final CIAP Plan. Other
comments were
considered by the
Commissioner.

Supports Lyons Project was not selected

funding for for funding in the Final

construction Plan primarily because

of turn basin dredging is an ineligible

in the Mobile 1 CIAP activity. A letter

River was sent from the
Commissioner thanking
the Mobile Port
Authority for their
participation in the
CIAP.

Supports safe 1 Anderson This project is not

harbor considered an eligible

facilities for expenditure of CIAP

commercial funds. A letter was sent

shrimp boats from the Commissioner
thanking the Alabama
Seafood Association for
their participation in the
CIAP.

Expresses 1 Van Fleet Mobile County removed

concern about this project from the

a Mobile Tier 1 list and added a

County land Tier 2 project to acquire

acquisition land in southern Mobile

project County

Total 47
comments
received

Table 2. Summary of Written Comments submitted during the Public Comment
Period (August 31-October 1, 2007).
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s The State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile County
Decision-Making Process for Selecting Projects

Since the Energy Policy Act was approved by Congress in 2005, the State of
Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile County have met regularly to develop the
Alabama CIAP. The regular meetings have been instrumental in discussing eligible
CIAP projects. In addition to other administrative functions, these meetings were
helpful in discussing each entity’s CIAP needs. For example, a partnership to
construct and implement real time continuous water quality monitors in the coastal
waters of Alabama resulted from these meetings. A list of the Alabama planning
meetings is below:

o

July 17-18, 2006 the Alabama CIAP team met separately in Reston,
Virginia during Grant Guidelines Workshop sponsored by the Minerals
Management Service.

September 7, 2006 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:00 am at South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission offices at 110 Beauregard
Street in downtown Mobile.

October 4, 2006 the CIAP Planning team met at 2:00 pm at South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission offices at 110 Beauregard
Street in downtown Mobile.

November 8, 2006 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:30 am at South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission offices at 110 Beauregard
Street in downtown Mobile.

December 6, 2006 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:30 am at South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission offices at 110 Beauregard
Street in downtown Mobile.

January 10, 2007 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:30 am at South
Alabama Regional Planning Commission offices at 110 Beauregard
Street in downtown Mobile.

February, 7, 2007 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:30 am Five Rivers
Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort, Alabama.

March 22, 2007 the CIAP Planning team met at 2:00 pm at Five Rivers,
Alabama’s Delta Resource Center

June 4, 2007 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:30 am at Five Rivers
Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort, Alabama.
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O June 18, 2007 the CIAP Planning team met at 10:30 am at Five Rivers
Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort, Alabama.

O July 10, 2007 the CIAP Planning team held a conference call to discuss
CIAP Plan development.

O July 30, 2007 the CIAP Planning team held a conference call to discuss
CIAP Plan development.

O August 8, 2007 the CIAP Planning team held a meeting at 1:30 pm at
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort, Alabama

O September 19, 2007 the CIAP Planning team held a meeting at 1:30 pm

at Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort,
Alabama.

O November 7, 2007 the CIAP Planning team held a meeting at 10:00 am

at Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort,
Alabama.

0 December 12, 2007 the CIAP Planning team held a meeting at 1:30 pm

at Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort,
Alabama.

O January 10, 2008 the CIAP Planning team held a meeting at 1:30 pm at

Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center in Spanish Fort,
Alabama.

State of Alabama

At the state level, early in the CIAP planning process various divisions within the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (i.e. the State Lands Division,
Marine Resources Division, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division, and State Parks
Division) identified and scoped out restoration and conservation needs, goals, and
objectives. This process generated an extensive project list totaling over 300 million
dollars in potential project costs. Through the leadership of the Conservation
Commissioner, M. Barnett Lawley, the list was condensed based on a variety of factors.
First, the project’s compatibility with any of CIAP’s authorized uses was considered.
Second, the availability of other Federal resources was determined for each project.
Next, priorities of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources were
evaluated in context to the preliminary project lists. Last, each project had to meet
criteria set forth by the goals and objectives of the CIAP as determined by ADCNR. The
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Commissioner held several meetings to discuss each project in detail. Subsequently,
CIAP staff compiled a list of projects which were eligible CIAP expenditures, met
ADCNR goals, did not duplicate existing programs, and last, represented a cooperative
consensus from each respective ADCNR division. This process produced a list of
projects such as acquisition of sensitive land for conservation, longleaf pine restoration,
and enhancement of conservation education through improvements and upgrades to
facilities throughout the coastal area

At the same time the State was evaluating its internal priorities, numerous program
suggestions were presented to the State of Alabama. These suggestions were
documented and evaluated for eligibility and compatibility with the Alabama CIAP.
Subsequently, some program suggestions were included in the State of Alabama CIAP
Plan in the Tier 1 or Tier 2 project list. This list was published in the State of Alabama
Draft CIAP Plan for FY 2007 and FY 2008 and released to the public for comment on
August 30, 2007.

During the comment period, 35 of 47 written comments (74% of the total) requested
additional CIAP funding for Dauphin Island in Mobile County. As a response to the
public participation, Governor Riley; Conservation Commissioner, M. Barnett Lawley;
and the Mobile County Commission agreed to partner to contribute $2,000,000.00 of
funding for a selected Dauphin Island project. The state legislative delegation selected a
project to acquire waterfront property to be used for the Coastal Kayaking Trail. This
project is included as AL-24 and MC-14 in the Final State of Alabama CIAP Plan for FY
2007 and 2008. In sum, the projects identified in the Alabama CIAP Plan have been
selected because they provide significant, quantifiable, and long-term results that will
assist the State in taking a proactive step towards the ecological and economical vitality
for current and future generations.

Baldwin County Commission

The Natural Resource Section of the Planning and Zoning Department developed a
list of possible projects for inclusion in the CIAP plan and further solicited project ideas
from the public. This information was provided to the Baldwin County Commission for
their review and approval. The process for decision making involved an analysis of the
proposed projects in relation to the Baldwin County Strategic Plan and the authorized
uses of the CIAP plan. Additionally, projects were selected based on common
objectives of federally approved plans (Alabama Coastal Area Management Plan and
Mobile Bay National Estuary Program Comprehensive Conservation and Management
Plan).

Mobile County Commission

The Mobile County Commission appointed the Director of the Mobile County
Environmental Services Department to take the lead in identifying projects to be
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included in the Mobile County Coastal Impact Assistance Program. An internal
planning team was formed that included the County Commissioners, the Mobile County
Engineer, and staff from the Environmental Services Department to review identified
projects.

Internal planning meetings were held to brief team members on program guidance,
develop program goals and objectives, and to review the list of potential projects. The
Mobile County CIAP team evaluated the goals and objectives of each project and
reviewed the proposed activity’s consistency with the Coastal Impact Assistance
Program guidance.

Projects were selected for inclusion in the County’s portion of the CIAP based on:

1. Compliance with Authorized Uses;
2. Compliance with local objectives and;
3. Feasibility of proposed project

s How the State of Alabama, Baldwin County, and Mobile County
will ensure compliance with all relevant Federal, State, and
local laws including each State’s Coastal Zone Management
Program

State of Alabama

The State of Alabama CIAP staff will review all projects to ensure compliance with
Federal, State, and relevant local laws and regulations. At the Federal level, CIAP
projects are subject to authorities such as the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), Endangered Species Act (ESA), the Federal Consistency Provisions of Coastal
Zone Management Act (CZMA), the Essential Fish Habitat Provisions of the
Sustainable Fisheries Act, Coastal Barrier Resources Act, National Historic Preservation
Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. The CIAP staff will obtain all the federal
assurances and permits prior to or during the grant phase of each project according to
program guidelines. At the State level, the ADCNR serves as the lead administrative arm
of the ACAMP, the State’s Coastal Zone Management Program. The Alabama
Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) is the regulatory agency of the
Coastal Zone Management Program in Alabama. For each project, ADEM will be
consulted and a letter certifying consistency with the ACAMP will be issued. The
authorized uses of CIAP fit closely with the goals and objectives of the ACAMP. At the
local level, the State of Alabama will coordinate CIAP projects with any relevant building
ot zoning codes.
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Baldwin County Commission

Baldwin County will ensure compliance with all relevant laws by reviewing local,
state and federal requirements as they pertain to each project. The permit submittal
process for the coastal zone of Alabama will be followed. In addition, the Legal
Department of the Baldwin County Commission will review project requirements prior
to implementation. The County will also coordinate CIAP project activities with other
County departments to ensure that they are compatible.

Mobile County Commission

The Mobile County Commission will ensure compliance with all relevant laws by
consulting with federal, state, and local agencies, including consultation with legal staff,
and seeking permits where appropriate.

+ Description of the major activities and/or categories to be
funded under the Program (e.g., infrastructure, habitat
restoration, mitigation, etc.)

State of Alabama

In the State of Alabama Tier One and Tier Two project lists, there are seven major
categories of projects including land acquisition, research, energy services planning,
habitat restoration and protection, environmental education and public access,
environmental education and research facility, and administration. The majority of the
State’s projects, or roughly 25% of the total projects, are habitat restoration and
protection projects. These projects will accomplish the goal of restoring coastal areas
through detailed planning and on-the-ground implementation for a wide variety of
projects. Most of these projects will restore areas damaged by recent hurricanes and to
increase resiliency for future storms. For example, the Gulf State Park Pier will be rebuilt
to replace the former pier destroyed by Hurricane Ivan. Another focus of the State of
Alabama CIAP is to invest in environmental education and research facilities such as the
Weeks Bay Reserve Multipurpose Building (ALL-4) or infrastructure improvements to the
State’s marine research facility on Dauphin Island (AL-20).

Creating a mechanism for the public to learn about the wealth of natural resources in
coastal Alabama is another goal of the State of Alabama CIAP. A total of six projects
(three on the Tier One list and three on the Tier 2 list) will meet objectives associated
with this goal such as the creation of water-based recreation trails. Through the
administration of the Forever Wild Land Trust, the State Lands Division has
considerable experience in land acquisition and there are several land acquisition projects
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in the CIAP Plan which complement existing coastal land acquisition endeavors. Last,
the State of Alabama has included projects which will provide more information and
data which will enhance management of coastal resources through research and energy
services planning. Table 3 and 4 summarizes the State of Alabama’s Tier One and Tier
Two project by major categories of projects.

Baldwin County Commission

A significant portion of the funds in the Baldwin County CIAP plan meet the CIAP
authorized use #1. This authorized use is for projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetlands. This
authorized use addresses the primary goal of Baldwin County in the use of CIAP funds.
In addition, many of the activities also meet use #4, the implementation of a federally-
approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation management plan. Baldwin
County recognizes the importance of working with other agencies to address the many
environmental concerns that face our area.

Mobile County Commission

The three categories of activities to be funded will be related to improving coastal
access, implementation of Action Items included in the Comprehensive Conservation
and Management Plan (CCMP) developed by the Mobile Bay National Estuary Program
(MBNEP) and implementation of the Mobile County Coastal Resource Protection
Program. Improving and controlling the public’s access to coastal areas provides
opportunities for education and outreach to instill the responsibility of stewardship
shared by stakeholders. Providing increased public access and eco-tourism opportunities
is also included in the Mobile Bay NEP CCMP. Additional CCMP action items included
in the activities to be funded range from reducing opportunities for pathogen
introduction to local waters to implementing public education and outreach projects.
Activities that support the development and implementation of a Mobile County
Resource Protection Program include the acquisition of parcels that contain sensitive
habitats for conservation and obtaining equipment needed to manage the maintenance
of such parcels.
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« An Estimate of the Amount of Funds, by State and CPS, that
will be Spent Annually on Each Authorized Use

Appendix F includes tables summarizing the title of each project, estimated cost of
each project, and the estimated cost of each project broken down by spending estimate
per calendar year of project duration, subtotal of all estimated costs by authorized use,
and the total estimated cost for all authorized uses. There is a set of tables for the State
of Alabama (F-1), Baldwin County (F-2), and Mobile County (F-3).

State of Alabama

Of the twenty-four (24) total projects in the State of Alabama CIAP project lists,
fifteen (15) projects or (48.25% of the total funding) use Authorized Use #1 as a
justification. There are only two projects which utilize Authorized Use #2 (4.26% of
the total funding) as a justification. These projects will mitigate damage to natural
resources. The State of Alabama has budgeted less than 2% of the total CIAP funding
to be used for project administration. There have been many federally approved
coastal comprehensive management plans developed in the coastal Alabama, therefore
6 projects or 45.59% of the total funding uses Authorized Use #4 as a justification.
The State of Alabama did not use Authorized #5 in any Tier One projects.

Baldwin County

Baldwin County has eleven (11) projects in its Tier One list. Of these, six (6)
projects meet Authorized Use #1. This represents 47.4% of the total funding. There
are four (4) projects, representing 49.47% of the funding, which use Authorized Use #4
as a justification. Baldwin County has budgeted 3.13% of the funds to be used for CIAP
administration. There are no projects under Authorized Use #2 or Authorized Use #5.

Mobile County

The Mobile County Commission has selected fifteen (15) projects with funding
totaling $9,902,030.28. There are five (5) projects under Authorized Use #1 using
$2,573,000.00 (26% of the total funding). There are no projects under Authorized Use
#2. Authorized Use #3 has only one project using $362,030.28 (4% of the total
funding). Authorized Use #4 has 9 projects using $6,967,000.00 (70% of the total
funding). There are no projects under Authorized Use #5.
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7. Proposed Project Lists
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a. State of Alabama Tier 1 Projects

(Table 1 of 2)

Project Number Project Description Cost Page Number

Acquisition of Perdido River Longleaf Hills:
AL-1 South Addition $ 6,906,655.00 23

Administration of the Coastal Impact
AL-2 Assistance Program $ 630,427.62 27

Infrastructure Improvements at Designated
AL-3 Protected Areas in Coastal Alabama $ 500,000.00] 29

Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve Education and Multipurpose Building
Al-4 Construction $1,392,503.47 33

Water-Based Nature Trail Development in

AlL-5 Coastal Alabama $ 750,000.00 37
GIS-based Inventory of Oil and Gas Leased
AL-6 Tracts Including Pipelines and Infrastructure | $ 200,000.00 41

Investigation and Control of Non-native
Terrestrial Exotic and Nuisance Species in
AL-7 Designated Protected Areas $ 766,666.67 45

Reintroduction of Native Vegetation in Areas
Converted for Silvicultural or Agricultural
AL-8 Activities (e.g. reforestation of longleaf areas) $ 1,000,000.00 49

Wetland restoration in Grand Bay, Mobile-
Tensaw Delta, Lillian Swamp and Perdido
AL-9 River $ 416,666.67 53

Equipment and Infrastructure Improvements to
Enhance Land Conservation Management and
AL-10 Activities in Coastal Areas $ 642,503.46] 57

Restoration of Wildlife and Plant Communities
AL-11 Impacted by Habitat Disturbances $ 416,666.27 59
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(Tabl

e 2 of 2)

Project Number|Project Description Cost Page Number

Investigation of Restoration of Hydrology on

AL-12 Mobile Bay Causeway $ 500,000.00 61

AL-13 Reconstruction of the Gulf State Park Pier $ 8,000,000.00 65
Gulf State Park Environmental Education

AL-14 Center $ 2,000,000.00 69
Restoration of Gulf State Patk Campground

AL-15 Vegetation $ 245,000.00 73

AL-16 Longleaf Pine Restoration at Gulf State Park $ 420,000.00 75

AL-17 Gulf State Park Land Management Program $ 750,000.00 79
Freshwater Mollusk and Fish Enhancement

AL-18 and Restoration in Coastal River Systems $1,000,000.00 83
Improvements to the Marine Resources
Division's facilities at Claude Peteet

AL-19 Mariculture Center in Gulf Shores, Alabama $ 4,500,000.00 89
Improvements to Marine Resource Division's

AL-20 facilities on Dauphin Island, Alabama $ 550,000.00 93
Continuous and Real-time Recording Stations
of Meteorological and Hydrographic

AL-21 Parameters in Coastal Alabama $ 100,000.00 97
Research Equipment and Software for Artificial

AL-22 Reef and Coastal Resource Management $ 330,000.00 101
External Audit of Marine Resource Division's

AL-23 Biological Sampling and Analysis Programs $ 200,000.00 105
Acquisition of Sensitive Waterfront Property,

AL-24 Dauphin Island $ 1,000,000.00 109

TOTAL

$33,217,089.16
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b. Baldwin County Tier One Projects

Project |Project Title . Page
Number Project Cost Number
BC-1 Wetland and Waterway Protection $900,000.00 115
Acquisition of Property for Conservation &
BC-2 Public Access $2,094,094.64 119
Administration of the Coastal Impact
BC-3 Assistance Program $250,000.00 123
BC-4 Magnolia Landfill Gas Collection System $650,000.00 125
BC-5 Comprehensive Land Use Plan Development $300,000.00 129
BC-6 Exotic Plant Species Management $100,000.00 133
BC-7 Coastal Dune Restoration $240,000.00 137
BC-8 Shoreline /Habitat Restoration $200,000.00 141
Continuous and Real-time Recording Stations
of Meteorological and Hydrographic
BC-9 Parameters in Coastal Alabama $250,000.00 145
BC-10 Enhancement of Existing Public Accesses $1,000,000.00 149
BC-11  |Acquisition of Property for Boating Access $2,000,000.00 153
Total $7,984,094.64
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c. Mobile County Tier One Projects

Project Project Title Project Cost Page Number
Number
Administration of the Coastal Impact Assistance
MC-1 Program $ 362,030.28 159
Mobile County River Delta Tourism and Welcome
MC-2 Center Improvements $ 1,527,000.00 161
MC-3 Heron Bay Cut-Off Access Improvements $ 825,000.00 165
MC-4 Dauphin Island Campground Improvements 200,000.00 169
MC-5 Dauphin Island Bicycle Trail Repair 95,000.00 171
MC-6 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events $ 500,000.00 173
MC-7 Mobile County Greenprint Project $ 73,000.00 177
Sensitive Habitat Restoration and Enhancement of
MC-8 County-owned Property $ 450,000.00 181
Continuous and Real-time Recording Stations of
Meteorological and Hydrographic Parameters in
MC-9 Coastal Alabama $ 250,000.00 183
MC-10 North Mobile County Wastewater Facilities 1,500,000.00 187
MC-11 Bayfront Park Improvements $ 175,000.00 191
MC-12 Coastal Research Weather Stations $ 145,000.00 195
West Mobile County Conservation Property
MC-13 Acquisition $ 800,000.00 199
Acquisition of Sensitive Waterfront Property,
MC-14 Dauphin Island $ 1,000,000.00 201
MC-15 Big Creek Lake Public Access Improvements $ 2,000,000.00 205
Total| $ 9,902,030.28

State of Alabama Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan

Project Lists

-9-




State of Alabama Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan
Project Lists
-10 -



d. State of Alabama Tier Two Projects

Project Page
Number Project Description Cost Number

Biodiversity Inventories in Designated Protected Areas

AL2-1 of Coastal Alabama $500,000.00] 213
Assessment of Coastal Alabama Salt Marsh

AL2-2 Communities $200,000.00| 217
Development of Natural Resource-based Public

AlL2-3 Education and Outreach Materials for Coastal Alabama $500,000.00 219

AL2-4 Implement and Expand Prescribed Burning Program $100,000.00f 223
Expansion of the Graduate Research Program at Weeks

AL2-5 Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve $125,000.00] 225
Alabama Coastal Area Management Program Web

AL2-6 Portal $50,000.00] 227
Removal of Derelict Structures and Vessels in

AL2-7 Waterways from Hurricanes $250,000.00] 229
Support of Natural Resource Damage Assessment

AL2-8 Program (NRDA) in Coastal Alabama $400,000.00] 231
Land Acquisition in the Mobile-Tensaw Delta, Perdido

AL2-9 River Corridor and/or Lillian Swamp, Baldwin County $10,000,000.00] 235
Land Acquisition in the Escatawpa River Corridor

AL2-10 and/or Coastal Mobile County $10,000,000.00] 237

AL2-11 Land Acquisition in the Red Hills, Monroe County $10,000,000.00] 241
Artificial Reef -- Construction, Research, and

AL2-12 Development $1,000,000.00] 243
Outreach for Local Marine Conservation Awareness

AL2-13 Public Service Announcements $200,000.00] 245
Bathymetric, Seismic, and Vibracore Survey of Federal

AlL2-14 Waters $1,150,000.00] 247
Development of GIS-based Applications and Digital
Data to Assist in Management of Alabama's Coastal

AL2-15 Resources $675,000.00f 249
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e. Baldwin County Tier Two Projects

Project |Project Title Project Cost Page Number
Number

Erosion Control Equipment

BC2-1 for Highway Department $480,000.00 255
Enhancement of Recycling

BC2-2 Facility at Magnolia Landfill $300,000.00 259
Household Hazardous Waste

BC2-3  [Amnesty Day $150,000.00 263
Water & Wastewater

BC2-4 Infrastructure Study $100,000.00 267
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f. Mobile County Tier Two Projects

Project Project Title Project Cost Page Number
Number

Mobile County Conservation

MC2-1 Acquisition 4,000,000.00 273
South Mobile County Decentralized

MC2-2 Wastewater Facilities 2,500,000.00 275
Dauphin Island Causeway
Restoration, Protection, and Public

MC2-3 Access Project 1,000,000.00 279
West Mobile County Decentralized

MC2-4 Wastewater Facilities 2,500,000.00 283

MC2-5 Theodore Ship Channel Boat Access 1,000,000.00 287

MC2-6 Erosion & Sediment Control 1,000,000.00 291
Establishment of a Mobile County

MC2-7 Recycling Facility 1,000,000.00 293
Erosion Control Equipment for

MC2-8 Public Works Department 480,000.00 297
Escatawpa Hollow River Park

MC2-9 Acquisition and Improvements 2,000,000.00 299
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8. Proposed Tier One Project Descriptions
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a. State of Alabama Tier One Project Descriptions

Table 1 of 2

Project Number Project Description Cost Page Number

Acquisition of Perdido River Longleaf Hills:
AL-1 South Addition $ 6,906,655.00 23

Administration of the Coastal Impact
AL-2 Assistance Program $ 630,427.62 27

Infrastructure Improvements at Designated
AL-3 Protected Areas in Coastal Alabama $ 500,000.00 29

Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve Education and Multipurpose Building
Al-4 Construction $1,392,503.47 33

Water-Based Nature Trail Development in

AlL-5 Coastal Alabama $ 750,000.00 37
GIS-based Inventory of Oil and Gas Leased
AL-6 Tracts Including Pipelines and Infrastructure $ 200,000.00 41

Investigation and Control of Non-native
Terrestrial Exotic and Nuisance Species in
AL-7 Designated Protected Areas $ 766,666.67 45

Reintroduction of Native Vegetation in Areas
Converted for Silvicultural or Agricultural
AL-8 Activities (e.g. reforestation of longleaf areas) $ 1,000,000.00 49

Wetland restoration in Grand Bay, Mobile-
Tensaw Delta, Lillian Swamp and Perdido
AL-9 River $ 416,666.67 53

Equipment and Infrastructure Improvements to
Enhance Land Consetvation Management and
AL-10 Activities in Coastal Areas $ 642,503.46] 57

Restoration of Wildlife and Plant Communities
AL-11 Impacted by Habitat Disturbances $ 416,666.27 59
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Table 2 of 2

Project Number|Project Description Cost Page Number

Investigation of Restoration of Hydrology on
AL-12 Mobile Bay Causeway $ 500,000.00 61

AL-13 Reconstruction of the Gulf State Park Pier $ 8,000,000.00 65

Gulf State Park Environmental Education
AL-14 Center $2,000,000.00 69

Restoration of Gulf State Park Campground

AL-15 Vegetation $ 245,000.00 73
AL-16 Longleaf Pine Restoration at Gulf State Park $ 420,000.00 75
AL-17 Gulf State Park Land Management Program $ 750,000.00 79

Freshwater Mollusk and Fish Enhancement
AL-18 and Restoration in Coastal River Systems $ 1,000,000.00 83

Improvements to the Marine Resources
Division's facilities at Claude Peteet
AL-19 Mariculture Center in Gulf Shores, Alabama $ 4,500,000.00 89

Improvements to Marine Resource Division's
AL-20 facilities on Dauphin Island, Alabama $ 550,000.00 93

Continuous and Real-time Recording Stations
of Meteorological and Hydrographic
AL-21 Parameters in Coastal Alabama $ 100,000.00 97

Research Equipment and Software for Artificial

AL-22 Reef and Coastal Resource Management $ 330,000.00 101
External Audit of Marine Resource Division's

AL-23 Biological Sampling and Analysis Programs $ 200,000.00 105
Acquisition of Sensitive Waterfront Property,

AL-24 Dauphin Island $ 1,000,000.00 109

TOTAL| $33,217,089.16
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Acquisition of Perdido River Longleaf Hills: South Addition
PROJECT NUMBER: AL-1

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Greg Lein, Assistant Director
Planner

Address Alabama State Iands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov greg.lein@dcnt.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Perdido River Corridor, East Baldwin County, AL
DURATION: One Year
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-1
Total Project Cost | § 6,906,655.00
FY 2007 $ 6,906,655.00
FY 2008 $ -
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-1
2008 8 6,906,655.00
2009 $ _
2010 8 ]
2011 $ -

GOAL.: Using CIAP funding, the State of Alabama will acquire and conserve sensitive habitat
throughout the coastal area.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to purchase approximately 4,796 acres of the Perdido
River Tract from The Nature Conservancy.

The Perdido River (30" 42’ 27.34” N, 87° 28’ 31.56” W) forms most of the eastern boundary between
Baldwin County, Alabama, and Escambia County, Florida and flows into Perdido Bay. The Perdido River
is one of the highest quality, free-flowing blackwater river systems in the Gulf Coastal Plain. The forests
along the river corridor include slash pine flatwoods, pitcher plant seepage bogs, longleaf pine forests,
and Atlantic whitecedar swamps. The Perdido River has incredible water clarity and provides high quality
fresh water to Perdido Bay, which is home to an abundant diversity of estuarine life, including dwarf
seahorses, dolphins, manatees, and coastal arch grasses. The Perdido River contains numerous, large
beach quality sandbars at nearly every curve in the river. Lands along the Perdido River corridor are
utilized by hundreds of species of neotropical migratory birds as feeding and resting sites during spring
and fall migrations.

In early 2006, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) purchased 14,119 acres along the Perdido River from
International Paper Corporation, seizing upon a rare opportunity to conserve many acres of sensitive
habitat. Subsequently, in December of 2006 the State of Alabama purchased 9,323 acres of this tract from
TNC using funding from the State of Alabama’s Forever Wild program, 2001 CIAP funds, and funding
from the Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP). Additional land to the north was
also acquired via the Forest Legacy Program. This project continues a comprehensive interstate approach
to the conservation and management of a unique coastal ecosystem. Specifically, this project compliments
the acquisition of a 7,400 acre conservation easement on the Florida side of the river, by the Florida
Forever acquisition program, as well as 2,386 acres recently purchased by the Florida Chapter of the
Nature Conservancy.

The objective of this project is to purchase the remaining acreage of this tract (approximately 4,796 acres)
from The Nature Conservancy. Maps are included in Appendix G-2 and G-3 depicting the location of
the property. A closing date will be scheduled and the title will be transferred soon after CIAP plan
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approval. The property will be managed by the SLD and the deed will be restricted according to program
requirements.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it will acquire land for conservation
within the coastal area of Alabama.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Administration of the Coastal Impact Assistance Program

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-2

PROJECT CONTACT:

Primary Contact

Name Will Brantley, State LLands Manager
Address Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

64 North Union Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Telephone | (334) 242-3484
Fax (334) 242-0999
E-mail will.brantley@dcnt.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: N/A
DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-2
Total Project Cost | § 630,427.62
FY 2007 $ 309,386.11
FY 2008 $ 321,041.51
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-2
2008 $ 157,606.91
2009 $ 157,606.91
2010 $ 157,606.91
2011 $ 157,606.91

GOAL.: The goal of this project is to manage the State of Alabama CIAP in an efficient, cost-effective,
and organized manner in order to meet the program requirements.

OBJECTIVE: This project will encompass all aspects of CIAP administration including grant
oversight, contract management, public education/outreach, engineering support, and
accounting services. As necessary, external contractors will be employed to aid in
successful implementation of the State of Alabama CIAP.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #3: planning assistance and the
administrative costs of complying with CIAP.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #3 because administrative costs meet the
definition of the Authorized Use.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funds.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Infrastructure Improvements at Designated Protected Areas in Coastal
Alabama

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-3

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact
Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Chris Smith, State Lands Manager
Planner
Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527 Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484
Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999
E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov chris.smith@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Grand Bay Savanna in southwestern Mobile County, Mobile Tensaw
Delta, Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill Bog in northern Baldwin County,
Perdido River corridor in eastern Baldwin County, and Lillian Swamp in
southeastern Baldwin County (see Appendix G-4)

DURATION: Four Years
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ESTIMATED COST:

AL-3
Total Project Cost | $ 500,000.00
FY 2007 3 -
FY 2008 $ 500,000.00

SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-3
2008 $ 125,000.00
2009 $ 125,000.00
2010 $ 125,000.00
2011 3 125,000.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to conserve and protect Alabama’s designated
protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) by raising the public awareness of
these areas through the construction of natural resource-based educational facilities.

OBJECTIVE: This project will construct two (2) kiosks and one-thousand (1000) feet of boardwalk
at Grand Bay savanna. Also, three (3) other capital improvement projects will be

planned and constructed at the Lillian Swamp, Perdido River Corridor, Splinter Hill
Bog, and/or the Mobile-Tensaw Delta.

The goal of this project is to increase public awareness of conservation and protection of the State of
Alabama’s designated protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Splinter Hill Bog, Perdido
River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) through the construction of natural resource-based educational
facilities. These facilities include boardwalks, trail markers, trails, and viewing platforms. Conservation
tracts at these locations have been acquired through a variety of federal, state and local partnerships.
Appendix G-4 depicts a map of these areas in coastal Alabama.

The project will contain two components. First, SLD conservation staff will designate an appropriate
location and plan for the necessary improvements. Exact locations and associated budgets for each
improvement within this project will be submitted in the grant application phase. Next, four (4) capital
improvements projects one each at the Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Perdido River Corridor,
Splinter Hill Bog, and/or the Mobile-Tensaw Delta will be constructed. For example, this project will
construct 1000-feet of boardwalk and two (2) kiosks at the Grand Bay Savanna in southeastern Mobile
County (30" 24’ 28.8” N, 88" 18’ 33.68” W). Information regarding the remaining improvements at the
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remaining locations will be determined through an in-house planning process provided with the grant
application.

AUTHORIZED USES

(0]

This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #4: implementation of a federally
approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation management plan.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #4 because meets the objective HU-C1 of the

o

0]

o

Mobile Bay National Estuary Program Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan
(MBNEP CCMP). This document was approved by the EPA in 2002 and is, by definition, a
marine, coastal, comprehensive management plan. The action plan objective HU-C1 states:
“Increase public access and ecotourism opportunities.” This project will construct amenities at sites to
improve public access and to provide natural resource-based education at designated protected
areas in coastal Alabama.

In addition to the MBNEP CCMP, the Alabama Coastal Management Program document
(ACAMP) states the following as a management program policy statement under Resources of
the Coastal Area: “..., 7 is a policy of the Management Program to encourage development of additional
recreational opportunities and public access to enbance the well-being of Alabama citizens and visitors.” The
construction of the Gulf State Park Pier meets this objective.

Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project
Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding.

Benefit to Natural Coastal Environment: The development of amenities that support and
improve natural resource-based activities encourage a sense of ownership and stewardship of
public land, thus protecting the natural coastal environment. These designated protected areas
highlight land conservation and demonstrate successful protection and management of coastal
natural resources. One avenue to magnify these accomplishments would be to erect a kiosk at the
Grand Bay Savanna that would educate readers on the importance of suitable habitat space for
natural resources to thrive through the area’s acquisition plan. In addition, this site is a very
popular destination for viewing a variety of bird species. Due to this natural appeal, the Grand
Bay Savanna is recognized as a key birding location on the Alabama Coastal Birding Trail
(www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com) and is a featured tour destination for coastal birding
festivals and birding enthusiasts. However, this site lacks the improvements, such as boardwalks
and trails, to support such heavy human traffic. In its current state, this site is not conducive for
conducting tours or facilitating low impact natural resource-based activities. In sum, providing
the public a place to experience land conservation first hand in south Alabama enhances the
public’s appreciation of the natural coastal environment. This appreciation reinforces a sense of
ownership of public land and, in turn, results in a benefit to the natural coastal environment.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve Education and
Multipurpose Building Construction

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-4

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact
Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Phillip Hinesley, Chief Coastal Section
Planner
Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division, Coastal
Section
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource
Resource Center Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard 31115 Five Rivers Boulevard
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527 Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527
Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (251) 621-1216
Fax (251) 621-1331 (251) 621-1331
E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov phillip.hinesley@dcrn.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Weeks Bay Reserve, Faithope, AL
DURATION: One Year
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ESTIMATED COST:

AL

TY 2007 1,392,503.47
FY 2008 _

-4

Total Project Cost | §  1,392,503.47
$
$

SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT
DURATION:

2008
2009
2010
2011

1,392,503.47

w|m|sm s P

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to conserve and protect Alabama’s designated
protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) by raising the public awareness of
these areas through the construction of natural resource-based educational facilities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to construct 9,500 square feet of classroom and
meeting space to host 2,500 students and visitors annually at the Weeks Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve.

The Weeks Bay Estuarine Research Reserve is located in southwest Baldwin County and is managed by
the Coastal Section of the State Lands Division of the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources. Its mission is to provide leadership to promote informed management of estuarine and coastal
habitats through scientific understanding and to encourage land stewardship practices through
partnerships, public education, and outreach programs. Thousands of visitors and students come to this
facility every year.

The State of Alabama will expend CIAP funds to construct an Education and Multipurpose Building.
This building will be located immediately adjacent to the confluence of Weeks Bay and Fish River (30°
24 55.53” N, 87° 49’ 31.48” W). The building will provide 6,500 square feet of classroom space and
3,000 square feet of multipurpose meeting space. The classroom space will be used to conduct natural
resource-based educational programs in concert with the mission of the Weeks Bay NERR. The State of
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Alabama will partner with capital improvement funds from NOAA to complete this project. Appendix
G-5 contains a map of the building location.

AUTHORIZED USES

This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #4: implementation of a federally
approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation management plan.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #4 because it meets the objective set forth in the

o

0]

Weeks Bay Management Plan. In May of 2007 the National Atmospheric and Oceanic
Administration (NOAA) approved the Weeks Bay Management Plan, a marine, coastal,
comprehensive management plan. This plan outlines several action items for capital
improvements at the Reserve. Specifically, the Weeks Bay Management Plan includes a strategic
plan which recommended goals and strategies for the future of Weeks Bay and the Weeks Bay
National Estuarine Research Reserve. Strategy 2 states the Reserve will “Establish a specially
equipped, multipurpose building for environmental education”.

Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

Partnering: A National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR) capital improvement grant from
NOAA (approximately $300,000.00) will be used in conjunction with CIAP funds to construct
the Education and Multipurpose Building.

Benefit to Natural Coastal Environment: The mission of the Weeks Bay NERR is to provide
leadership to promote informed management of estuarine and coastal habitats through scientific
understanding and encourage good stewardship practices through partnerships, public education,
and outreach programs. The new building will host many natural resource-based educational
activities. These activities will provide the visitor’s of Weeks Bay appreciation of the Alabama’s
coastal natural resources which will foster a long-term sense of stewardship, and in turn will
benefit the natural coastal environment.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Water-Based Nature Trail Development in Coastal Alabama

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-5

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact
Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Chris Smith, State Lands Manager
Planner
Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527 Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484
Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999
E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov chris.smith@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Mobile-Tensaw Delta, Perdido River, and Coastal Alabama
DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-5
Total Project Cost | §  750,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $  750,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-5
2008 $  187,500.00
2009 $  187,500.00
2010 $  187,500.00
2011 $  187,500.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to conserve and protect Alabama’s designated
protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) by raising the public awareness of
these areas through the construction of natural resource-based educational facilities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to construct 100 miles of designated and marked trails
in the southern Mobile-Tensaw Delta (Bartram Canoe trail) with 3 day-use platforms
and 6 overnight camping platforms, identify and construct 25 miles of designated and
marked trails with two access points on the Perdido River, and construct 50 miles of
designated and marked trails along Alabama’s coastal waterways (Coastal Kayacking
Trail). In addition, at least 15,000 educational maps/brochures will be designed and
published for public distribution.

This project consists of three major projects: the expansion of the Bartram Canoe Trail in the Mobile-
Tensaw Delta, the creation of the Perdido River Canoe Trail, and the establishment of the Alabama
Coastal Kayaking Trail. The goal of this project is to create water-based trails to promote conservation of
Alabama’s coastal waterways and wetlands.

o Bartram Canoe Trail Expansion: The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
State Lands Division constructed the Bartram Canoe Trail (www.bartramcanoetrail.com) as a
2001 CIAP project. The canoe trail is located in the northern Mobile-Tensaw Delta (i.e. north of
Interstate 65) and provides day and overnight canoe routes. Signs were installed along the routes
and camping sites and platforms were constructed. Also, a brochure and map of the trail was
published and widely distributed. This project has been extremely successful as the trail has been
used by a variety of users from experienced paddlers to Gitl Scout/Boy Scout troops and all of
the maps have been distributed to the public. The State of Alabama will expand the Bartram
Canoe Trail to include the southern Mobile-Tensaw Delta (i.e. south of Interstate 65) by adding 6
overnight and 3 day-use floating platforms to support camping routes. Docks and piers will be
added to aid in launching. In addition, signage and a minimum of 15,000 educational
maps/brochutes will be published. Also, at least three other key entry and exit point locations will
be incorporated into the Trail. The specific locations will be determined through an in-house
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planning process could include Chickasabogue Park, Dead Lake Marina, Byrnes Lake Landing,
and Blakelely State Park. Specifics related to these locations will be provided in the grant
application.

The Perdido River Canoe Trail. The objective of this project is to establish a canoe trail along the
Perdido River, adjacent to State-owned conservation land along the Perdido River Corridor and
the tract proposed for purchase in AL-1. The Perdido River forms most of the boundary between
the State of Florida and Baldwin County, Alabama and has numerous natural resource-based
opportunities, inlcluding canoeing and kayaking as the river contains numerous, large beach
quality sandbars in addition to scenic Atlantic White Cedar Swamps. First, this project will
involve developing a master plan and locating sites suitable for overnight camping and camping
platforms. This master plan will be develop by trail design professionals. Log jams from recent
hurricanes will be identified and at least 2 infrastructure improvements at key entry and exit
points will be constructed, with the objective to construct 25 miles of designated and marked
trails.

Alabama Coastal Kayaking Trail. The objective of this project is to establish a kayacking trail similar
to the Bartram Canoe Trail on coastal Alabama waters. First, SLD conservation staff will identify
sites suitable for overnight camping and development of camping platforms. Subsequently,
infrastructure improvements, including camping platforms, will be designed and constructed.
Next, proper signage will be installed — both on land in the water and brochures and maps will be
published. Key entry and exit points along the trail will include the city of Bayou La Batre, Town
of Dauphin Island, Gulf State Park, Fort Morgan, Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge, Five
Rivers Alabama’s Delta Resource Center and the Weeks Bay National Estuarine Research
Reserve. Also, county and city waterfront parks could be incorporated into the trail, if
appropriate. The objective of this project is to construct at least 50 miles of trails including single
day and multi-day expeditions.

A generalized map of the location of the water-based nature trails describe above is included in Appendix

G-6.

AUTHORIZED USES

o

This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it provides low impact public access

o

0]

to Alabama’s waterways via a network of water-based trails. Also, educational brochures and
maps will be published which will promote Alabama’s coastal waterways and associated habitats,
thus enhancing public’s understanding and appreciation of the resources.

Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding,.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: GIS-based Inventory of Oil and Gas Leased Tracts Including Pipelines
and Infrastructure

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-6

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact

Name Will Brantley, State Lands Manager
Address Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

64 North Union Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Telephone | (334) 242-3484

Fax (334) 242-0999
E-mail will.brantley@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: N/A
DURATION: One Year
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-6
Total Project Cost | §  200,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $  200,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-6
2008 $  200,000.00
2009 $ -
2010 3 -
2011 $ -

GOAL: The goal of this project is to develop a tool to evaluate impacts to coastal Alabama marine,
estuarine and inland environments resulting from existing and planned oil and gas
infrastructure. Further, the goal of this project is to support the policies of the Alabama Coastal
Area Management Plan (ACAMP) which, among other things, encourages the siting and
development of energy facilities of regional or national interest outside environmentally
sensitive areas.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to develop a comprehensive GIS compatible database
of existing oil and gas infrastructure located in the nearshore and offshore
environment of Alabama state waters. Such a database would provide, among other
things, details of locations of pipelines, platforms and other infrastructure along with
leasing and rights-of-way information. Additionally, this database will be made
available for public use.

The purpose of the project is to develop an oil and gas infrastructure and leasing database compiled from
existing sources. Development of such a database will involve the synthesis of existing digital data, data
from paper files and limited Geographic Information System (GIS) data into a comprehensive resource
and infrastructure evaluation tool. Such a tool will provide better focus for coastal resource restoration
efforts, including restoration of wetlands, grassbeds and oyster resources, by detailing areas previously
impacted by development of oil and gas infrastructure. In addition, knowing the spatial locations of the
infrastructure will assist in siting future energy infrastructure. The information will assist natural resource
managers in evaluating the impact of onshore, nearshore and offshore oil and gas-related activities and
infrastructure on the natural coastal environment. The output will be an integrated, comprehensive oil
and gas database which will also be made available in a spatial manner via an Internet Map Server system.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #4: implementation of a federally
approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation management plan.
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O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #4 because it meets the objective to theThe
Alabama Coastal Area Management Plan (ACAMP). The ACAMP states the following as a
Management Program Policy Statement: “I¢ is the policy of the Alabama Coastal Area Management
Program to encourage the siting and development of energy facilities of regional or national interest outside
environmentally sensitive areas.” A more thorough understanding of the location of the infrastructure
in state-owned waters meets this objective.

O Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.
O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding.

O Benefit to Natural Coastal Environment: This project will provide a benefit to the natural coastal
environment by providing an enhanced understanding of the locations of existing oil and gas
infrastructure through an interactive digital tool. Such a tool will not only help direct resource
restoration activities in various coastal environments including wetlands, grassbeds and oyster
beds, but it will also better direct the siting of future energy infrastructure so as to minimize
natural resource impact.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Investigation and Control of Non-native Terrestrial Exotic and Nuisance
Species in Designated Protected Areas

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-7

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Greg Lein, Assistant Director
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999

E-mail cara.stallman(@dcnt.alabama.gov greg lein@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Grand Bay Savanna in southwestern Mobile County, Mobile Tensaw
Delta, Splinter Hill Bog in northern Baldwin County, Perdido River
corridor in eastern Baldwin County, Weeks Bay, and Lillian Swamp in
southeastern Baldwin County (see Appendix G-4)

DURATION: Four Years
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ESTIMATED COST:

AL-7
Total Project Cost | §  766,666.67
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $  7606,666.67

SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-7
2008 $  191,666.67
2009 $  191,666.67
2010 $  191,666.67
2011 $  191,666.67

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to protect, consetve, and restore natutral coastal
habitat and wildlife through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to treat 1000 actres per year of habitat degraded by the
presence of invasive exotic species in designated protected terrestrial areas per project
year for a total of 4000 treated acres and to produce one plant genetic origin scientific
study.

Except for direct habitat loss, invasive exotic plant species pose the greatest threat to coastal Alabama’s
natural habitat and native plant species (Alabama Invasive Plant Council website). The objective of this
project is to treat 1000 acres per year of habitat degraded by the presence of invasive exotic species in
designated protected terrestrial areas throughout coastal Alabama. These designated protected areas
include Grand Bay Savanna in southwestern Mobile County, Mobile Tensaw Delta, Weeks Bay, Splinter
Hill Bog in northern Baldwin County, Perdido River corridor in eastern Baldwin County, Weeks Bay, and
Lillian Swamp in southeastern Baldwin County (see Appendix G-4).

In the coastal area of Alabama there are several terrestrial invasive exotics in need of management. These
plants include: cogon grass (Imperata c¢ylindrica), Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinense), and Chinese talo (Sapium
sebifernm). The State Lands Division has successfully managed these plants in natural areas using a variety
of methods including herbicide and mechanical harvesting. The goal of this project is manage native
habitats in designated protected areas through better understanding and treatment of invasive species.

State of Alabama Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan
State of Alabama Tier One Project Descriptions
-46 -



SLD conservation staff will identify areas in need of treatment and will conduct spot applications of
herbicide in natural areas throughout the project period. The objective of this project is to spot treat 1000
acres of designated protected area per project year for a total of 4000 treated acres. Specifically, cogon
grass will be managed at the Splinter Hill Bog, Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, and the Perdido River
Corridor and popcorn trees and privet will be managed in the Mobile-Tensaw Delta and Weeks Bay.
Costs associated with this project include labor, herbicide, and equipment. In order to identify better
management strategies, the SLD will initiate at least one scientific study to better understand the origin of
particular nuisance species along with one plant genetic study. This study will result in a written synthesis
of the findings.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it restores habitat and natural areas
by removing invasive exotic species. Except for direct habitat loss, invasive exotic plant species
pose the greatest threat to coastal Alabama’s natural habitat and native plant species (Alabama
Invasive Plant Council website). Additionally, this project will further understanding of invasive
plant origins in order to better manage specific invasive plant populations.

O Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding and will be supplemented by staff and in-
kind support from the State Lands Division.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Reintroduction of Native Vegetation in Areas Converted for Silvicultural
or Agricultural Activities (e.g. reforestation of longleaf areas)

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-8

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Will Brantley, State LLands Manager
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov will.brantley@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Perdido River Corridor, eastern Baldwin County
DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AlL-8
Total Project Cost | § 1,000,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 1,000,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-8
2008 $  250,000.00
2009 $  250,000.00
2010 $  250,000.00
2011 $  250,000.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to protect, consetve, and restore natural coastal
habitat and wildlife through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective is to restore 2,000 actes of Longleaf Pine community in the Perdido
River Corridor.

The Perdido River Corridor (30° 42’ 27.34” N, 87° 28’ 31.56” W) is comprised of publicly-owned state
lands which were purchased from an industrial timber company that intensively managed it for fiber
production for over sixty years. Prior to this intensive management, much of the upland area was
dominated by Longleaf Pine. Historically, the Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris) was the dominant tree species
on an estimated 60 million acres in the southeastern Unites States. However, natural stands of longleaf
pine have rapidly declined and currently occupy less than three million acres of its original range. Much of
the remaining stands are severely degraded, and thus, does not function fully as a viable ecological system
or provide the historical values associated with this forest type. At least 1,200 vascular plant species are
endemic to the longleaf pine system, many of which are considered rare, threatened, or endangered by
state and federal authorities. The longleaf system is one of the most diverse regions in North America in
terms of species richness, species endemism, and community diversity. This system is now reduced to
less than 5 percent of its former range, making it one of the most endangered landscapes in North
America.

The acquisition of over 20,000 acres in the Perdido River Corridor by the State of Alabama has created a
unique opportunity to conduct large-scale Longleaf Pine restoration The goal of this project is to restore
native Longleaf Pine communities along state-owned land in the coastal area. Specifically, the objective of
the project is to restore 2,000 acres of native longleaf pine habitat in the Perdido River Corridor.
Foresters within the SLD will identify areas in need of restoration via analysis of soil type, previous stand
history, and aerial photography to select the areas to be planted in the most cost-effective manner. Costs
of the restoration include site preparation, burning, herbicide treatment, seedling propagation, and
planting.

After restoration, the SLD will employ typical forest management techniques in order to maximize the
conservation benefit of this project. For example, Longleaf Pine forests require prescribed fire to
maintain stand conditions, reduce competition, promote growth, and reduce fuel load. After stand
establishment, restored areas will be subject to a prescribed fire regime implemented by SLD.
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AUTHORIZED USE

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it restores native Longleaf Pine
communities in the coastal area of Alabama. According the scientific literature, less than 5% of
native longleaf pine still exists in the southeast. This community provides habitat for many rare
plants and animals and is considered one of the most endangered landscapes in North America.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Wetland restoration in Grand Bay, Mobile-Tensaw Delta, Lillian Swamp
and Perdido River

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-9

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Greg Lein, Assistant Director
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999

E-mail cara.stallman(@dcnt.alabama.gov greg lein@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Mobile-Tensaw Delta, Lillian Swamp, and Grand Bay Savanna

DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:
AL-9
Total Project Cost | § 416,666.67
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 416,666.67
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-9
2008 $ 104,166.67
2009 3 104,166.57
2010 $ 104,166.57
2011 $ 104,166.67

GOAL: The goal of the Alabama CIAP is to consetrve, and restore natural coastal habitat and wildlife
through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to investigate and restore wetland function in the
Mobile-Tensaw Delta by developing a restoration plan and designing and
implementing restoration on 200 acres of forested wetlands as a pilot project. Also, 20
acres of wetlands will be restored on state-owned land in Grand Bay (near Bayou La
Batre) damaged from stranded commercial shrimp boats due to Hurricane Katrina’s
storm surge.

Hydrologic conditions in various wetland areas in coastal Alabama have been subject to man-induced
alterations over time to extract timber, drain farmland, or create more developable land. Also, recent
impacts resulting from Hurricane Katrina have created additional wetland impacts. This goal of this
project is to restore natural wetland areas in coastal Alabama.

The Mobile-Tensaw Delta composed of approximately 200,000 acres of forested wetlands, of which
approximately 100,000 acres are publicly owned and managed. As most of the MTD was logged
extensively in the last two centuries, ditches perpendicular to the main river channel were constructed to
aid in the extraction of timber during logging activity. These ditches still exist throughout the MTD and
land managers speculate the ditches have altered the natural hydrological regime of the wetlands (i.e. the
wetlands have transitioned from permanently-flooded to more seasonally-flooded systems). Filling or
blocking of the ditches may be an appropriate restoration strategy; however more information is needed
on the ecosystem-scale functions of the wetlands in the MTD. Specifically, more information is needed
on the impacts of the ditches prior to large-scale restoration. The SLD will initiate a contract with a
university or research institution to investigate these issues in order to develop a specific restoration plan
on publicly-owned and managed land. A pilot restoration project will be included in this study to restore
at least 200 acres of wetlands and the results will be published in a publicly available report.

The storm surge associated with Hurricane Katrina was extensive along the Gulf Coast. In Alabama, the
southwestern portion of Mobile County experienced the largest storm surge in recent history with the
Grand Bay and Bayou La Batre area suffering the most extensive flooding damage in Alabama. Eight
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large commercial shrimp boats moored in the Bayou were moved by the storm surge and ultimately
stranded in salt marshes and associated wetlands due east of Bayou La Batre along the Mississippi Sound.
While the boats have been removed, the wetlands experienced significant damage during the removal and
relocation process. The State of Alabama will restore the areas damaged by the boats and the removal
process (approximately 20 acres). Costs associated with this project will include restoration planning,
exotic species removal, planting of native trees or planting of salt marsh species, labor, equipment, and fill
material in the excavated areas.

Lillian swamp, located in southeast Baldwin County is a large wetland complex comprised of forested
wetlands and marsh habitat. The undetlying hydrology and associated hydrodynamics of this wetland area
is driven by geologic influences which have not been well studied in this location. We proposed to initiate
a project which investigates and describes the hydrologic processes occurring in Lillian swamp. The
resulting report and data will aid in future land management decisions and restoration projects at this
location.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it restores wetland areas and will
provide more informed information to initiate successful wetland restoration activities.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% of CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Equipment and Infrastructure Improvements to Enhance Land
Conservation Management and Activities in Coastal Areas

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-10

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Greg Lein, Assistant Director
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov greg.lein@dcnt.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: N/A
DURATION: One Year
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-10
Total Project Cost | $ 642,503.46
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 642,503.46
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-10
2008 $ 642,503.46
2009 $ -
2010 $ -
2011 $ -

GOAL: The goal of the Alabama CIAP is to consetrve, and restore natural coastal habitat and wildlife
through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to acquire a hotizontal grinder to maintain 15 miles of
fire lane per year and to acquire a amphibious excavator to clear 17,000 linear feet of
fire lane annually.

This project involves the acquisition of pieces of equipment to enhance the State Lands Division’s
capacity to manage land and implement habitat restoration activities in designated protected in coastal
Alabama. First, a horizontal grinder will be acquired which will provide for a cost-effective and
environmentally friendly mechanism to handle debris associated with the construction of trails and fire
lines in designated protected areas. It is estimated the grinder will be used in the maintenance of 15 miles
of fire lanes and trails annually. An amphibious excavator will also be purchased to allow clearing of fire
lines in forested wetland areas, where traditional is not functional. All necessary appurtenances and
attachments relating to this equipment will be purchased as well. It is estimated the excavator will be used
to clear 17,000 linear feet of fire lanes annually. The equipment will be maintained by SLD operators and
will only be used for habitat restoration activities in the coastal area. Specific details of cost and
attachments will be included in the grant application.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because access roads and fire lanes are
essential for successful management and restoration of natural areas. Specifically, fire lanes are
essential for implementing a successful burning regime.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% of CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Restoration of Wildlife and Plant Communities Impacted by Habitat
Disturbances

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-11

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Jo Lewis, Heritage Section Chief
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3484

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-0999

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov jo.lewis@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Designated Protected Ares in Coastal Alabama
DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-11
Total Project Cost | $ 416,666.27
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 416,0666.27
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-11
2008 $ 104,166.57
2009 3 104,166.57
2010 $ 104,166.57
2011 $ 104,166.57

GOAL: 'The goal of the Alabama CIAP is to consetrve, and restore natural coastal habitat and wildlife
through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to implement prescribed fire in designated protected
areas of coastal Alabama. Also, this project will relocate 150 gopher tortoises to the
Perdido River Corridor, 40 gopher tortoises to Gulf State Park, 30 gopher tortoises to
the Lillian Swamp, and fund the construction and installation of 50 bat houses and
500 warbler houses in various protected areas throughout coastal Alabama.

This project will investigate and restore wildlife communities throughout designated protected areas in
coastal Alabama. In order to create the conditions suitable for healthy population of flora and fauna,
SLD conservation staff will implement prescribed fire techniques on at least 3,000 acres annually. Tracts
targeted for burning will be identified by SLD conservation staff as part of the grant application. The
prescribed fire will take place at the Grand Bay Savanna, Perdido River Corridor, and Splinter Hill Bog.
In addition to prescribed fire, select populations of animals species will be restored in suitable locations
throughout designated protected areas in coastal Alabama. Vulnerable gopher tortoise (Gopherus
polyphemus) populations will be relocated, specifically to the Lillian Swamp and the Perdido River
Corridor. The objective of this project is to relocate 150 gopher tortoises to the Perdido River Corridor,
40 gopher tortoises to Gulf State Park, and 30 tortoises to the Lillian Swamp. Other species habitat
enhancement projects will be implemented including the construction and installation of bat boxes and
bird houses for warblers (Parulidae). Specifically, 50 bat boxes will be constructed and installed in the
Mobile-Tensaw Delta and 500 birdhouses for warblers (Parulidae) will be strategically placed at the Grand
Bay Savanna, Mobile-Tensaw Delta, and the Lillian Swamp. Costs associated with this project include
labor and materials.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #2: mitigation of damage to fish,
wildlife, or natural resources.

O Justification: This project will restore plant and wildlife communities.
0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% of CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation

and Natural Resources
PROJECT TITLE: Investigation of Restoration of Hydrology on Mobile Bay Causeway
PROJECT NUMBER: AL-12

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta
Resource Center

30945 Five Rivers Boulevard
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527
Telephone | (251) 621-1238

Fax (251) 621-1331

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Mobile Bay Causeway, Spanish Fort, Alabama
DURATION: One Year
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-12
Total Project Cost | §  500,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $  500,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT
DURATION:

AL-12
2008 $  500,000.00
2009 $ -
2010 $ -
2011 $ -

GOAL: The goal of the Alabama CIAP is to conserve, and restore natural coastal habitat and wildlife
through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is initiate, design, and answer research questions relating
to restoring historic hydrologic conditions on the Mobile Bay Causeway. Such
research will assist decision-makers in determining infrastructure needs associated
with this roadway.

The Mobile Bay Causeway (30° 40” 10.2” N, 87° 56’ 25.41” W) was constructed in 1927 to link Baldwin
County to Mobile County. It was the last section of roadway constructed to link US Highway 90 between
Jacksonville, Florida and Sacramento, California. Large areas of open water/marsh habitat were filled
with dredged material in certain locations in to order to provide a base for the roadway. The filled areas
may restrict hydrologic inputs north and south of the Causeway. The environmental impact of this dike-
like structure is altered water flow between these two areas, resulting in less mixing of salt and fresh
waters. Several studies have investigated general opportunities to restore some of the land crossings
through the construction of bridges. Specifically, in 2001 the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
published the Upper Mobile Ecosystem Restoration Project — Proposed Modification to U.S. Highway 90 (Canseway)
as a 206 project. As a follow-up to this report, the USACE published a Prelininary Restoration Plan in 2003.
Little activity has taken place on this project since these reports were published.

In addition to maintaining the right-of-way, the State of Alabama is an active stakeholder on the Mobile
Bay Causeway. Specifically, the four of the five divisions within the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources maintain conservation facilities The State Parks Division operates Meaher State Park;
Marine Resources Division maintains numerous boat ramps on the Causeway; and the Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries houses the District 5 field offices; and the State Lands Division owns and manages
several hundred acres along the Causeway including the newly-opened Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta
Resource Center.
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These state-owned facilities highlight the unique ecology of the immediate area around the roadway as it
represents the confluence of the Mobile-Tensaw Delta and the Mobile Bay. Thousands of fresh and
saltwater fish live in the adjacent bays along with a wide diversity of mammals. In sum, due to its location
and important ecological characteristics, the State of Alabama supports the investigation of any effort to
improve the habitat characteristics of the area. Appendix G-7 depicts a map of the potential restoration
areas along the Mobile Bay Causeway.

The goal of this project is to investigate restoration opportunities in the coastal area of Alabama.
Specifically, the objective of this project is initiate, design, and answer research questions relating to
restoring the Mobile Bay Causeway. Such research will assist decision-makers in determining
infrastructure needs associated with this roadway.. First, a research plan will be developed using existing
data and recommendations from previous studies. This research plan will clearly outline steps in
addressing the potential impacts of restoration strategies such as removal the land bridges and/or
installation of roadway culverts. It will identify necessary environmental parameters to be measured, such
as sediment toxicological studies. Next, data will be acquired and analyzed to determine the potential
impacts of restoration. If the results of this project suggest an improvement to ecological processes in
Mobile Bay and the Delta, this project could serve as a springboard for future restoration efforts to
implement activities that result in improved hydrology. Future CIAP funding or other funding
partnerships could be used to pay for subsequent engineering and construction costs, if necessary.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it will result in more information
leading to the restoration of the Mobile Bay Causeway. Restoration activities could include the
removal of land bridges and or the installation of culverts to restore fresh and salt water mixing
regimes in the bays and bayous of the southern Mobile Tensaw Delta.

O Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% of CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS:

Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Reconstruction of the Gulf State Park Pier

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-13

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Forrest Bailey, Natural Resource
Planner Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Parks Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3901

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-2137

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov forrest.bailey(@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Gulf State Park, Gulf Shores, Alabama
DURATION: One Year
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-13

Total Project Cost

$ 8,000,000.00

FY 2007

§ 8,000,000.00

FY 2008

$
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-13
2008 $ 8,000,000.00
2009 $ -
2010 $ -
2011 $ -

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to conserve and protect Alabama’s designated
protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) by raising the public awareness of
these areas through the construction of natural resource-based educational facilities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to reconstruct the Gulf State Park Pier in order to
facilitate 52 natural resource-based educational programs and 400,000 guests annually.
Also, 10 educational signs will be constructed on the pier providing information about
coastal Alabama’s natural history.

The Gulf State Park Pier is located in Gulf State Park, in the city of Gulf Shores, Alabama (30" 14’ 56.16”
N, 87° 40’ 6.80” W). It is managed by the State Parks Division of the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources. As part their mission, the Park staff strives to extend the public’s knowledge,
understanding, respect and appreciation of the coastal environment through a wide variety of public
environmental educational opportunities, programs, activities and events.

The former pier was destroyed by Hurricane Ivan in 2004. It was 14-feet wide and 875-feet long with a
20-feet octagon on the end. This pier, prior to destruction by the hurricane, accommodated
approximately 190,000 guests annually. The new pier will be 20-feet wide and 1510-feet long with a small
octagon at the halfway point (complete with restroom facilities) and a much larger octagon at the end of
the pier. At the pier entrance a restroom facility will also be constructed. The pier is expected to host
more than 400,000 guests annually. A map of the pier’s location is included in Appendix G-8.

After construction is completed, Gulf State Park naturalist staff will schedule public environmental
education events. These events, targeted towards tourists, full-time residents, and winter residents, will
provide hands-on education of marine life, shellfish, habitat ecosystem processes, and birds. The program
also offers a beach walk focusing on sensitive sea turtle nests and shore bird habitat. The pier offers a
worthy vantage point for these natural resource-based educational programs. In additional at least 10
educational signs will be installed along the pier depicting the natural history of the coastal area.

Last, the Gulf State Park Pier is a stop on the Alabama Coastal Birding Trial
(www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com). This trail, among other things, serves as a means to educate users
about coastal Alabama’s abundant natural resources. During spring and fall migrations, the Gulf State
Park Pier can be one of the best birding locations along the entire Gulf Coast.
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AUTHORIZED USES

o

This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #4: implementation of a federally
approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation management plan.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #4 because meets the objective HU-C1 of the

0]

0]

Mobile Bay National Estuary Program Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan
(MBNEP CCMP). This document was approved by the EPA in 2002 and is, by definition, a
marine, coastal, comprehensive management plan. The action plan objective HU-C1 states:
“Increase public access and ecotourism opportunities.” This project will construct amenities at sites to
improve public access and to provide natural resource-based education at designated protected
areas in coastal Alabama.

In addition to the MBNEP CCMP, the Alabama Coastal Management Program document
(ACAMP) states the following as a management program policy statement under Resources of
the Coastal Area: “..., it is a policy of the Management Program to encourage development of additional
recreational opportunities and public access to enbance the well-being of Alabama citizens and visitors.” The

construction of the Gulf State Park Pier meets this objective.
Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

Partnering:. Other funding sources will be used to complete this project including FEMA
($2,335,691.00), insurance ($1,164,309.00), and a State Park Bond Issue ($1,500,000.00). The
partner resources will be responsible for the costs associated with ineligible CIAP expenditures.

Benefit to Natural Coastal Environment: The construction of the Gulf State Park Pier will
provide the public a setting to learn about coastal Alabama’s natural resources. This education
encourages a sense of ownership and stewardship of public land, thus protecting the natural
coastal environment. Due to its natural appeal, many people without access to boats will visit the
Gulf State Park Pier. The pier is also recognized as a key birding location on the Alabama Coastal
Birding Trail (www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com. Providing the public a place to experience
the Gulf of Mexico in south Alabama enhances the public’s appreciation of the natural coastal
environment. This appreciation reinforces a sense of ownership of public land and, in turn,
results as benefit to the natural coastal environment. Also, the construction of the pier provides
controlled access, thus minimizing adverse impact from excessive foot traffic on the adjacent
beach and dunes.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS:

Alabama State Lands
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Gulf State Park Environmental Education Center

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-14

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Forrest Bailey, Natural Resource
Planner Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Parks Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3901

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-2137

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov forrest.bailey(@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Gulf State Park, Gulf Shores, Alabama
DURATION: Two Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-14

Total Project Cost

$  2,000,000.00

'Y 2007

$ -

'Y 2008

$  2,000,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-14
2008 §  250,000.00
2009 § 1,750,000.00
2010 $ -
2011 $ _

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to conserve and protect Alabama’s designated
protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Weeks Bay, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) by raising the public awareness of
these areas through the construction of natural resource-based educational facilities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to construct an environmental education center at Gulf
State Park to accommodate at least 4,000 visitors and 20 school groups per year by
providing hands-on environmental education exhibits and programs.

The objective of this project is to construct an Environmental Education Center within the boundaries of
Gulf State Park which will serve as a vehicle to highlight the Park’s coastal ecology. This facility will be
managed by the naturalist on staff at the Gulf State Park. Consistent with the park’s mission, the
naturalist strives to extend the public’s knowledge, understanding, respect and appreciation of the coastal
environment through a wide variety of public environmental education opportunities, programs,
activities, and events.

The goal of this project is to increase public awareness of conservation and protection of coastal
Alabama’s designated protected areas (Grand Bay Savanna, Lillian Swamp, Gulf State Park, Splinter Hill
Bog, Perdido River Corridor and Mobile-Tensaw Delta) through the construction of natural resource-
based educational facilities. The objective of this project is to construct an environmental education
center at Gulf State Park which will facilitate at least 6 environmental programs per week and will provide
hands-on education for at least 4,000 visitors per year. In addition, the facility will host 20 school groups
per year. The facility will create 10 hands-on exhibits focusing on marine species, fresh and saltwater fish
and associated habitat, saltwater marshes, local fauna including nocturnal and diurnal animals, bird of
prey, migratory birds, reptiles, amphibians, and local flora. This facility will also highlicht ongoing
conservation efforts associated with other CIAP projects including AL-13, AL-15, AL-16, and Al-17.

In addition to environmental exhibits, the center will facilitate at least four (4) volunteer programs
including Share the Beach (sea turtle protection), Dune Restoration Protection Day, Coastal Cleanup, and
Volunteer Day. The first step of the project will consist of designing and engineering a low impact
structure which will minimize the impact to the natural area of the park. After engineering plans are
reviewed and approved, the construction of the building will be bid out according to State bid
procedures. This may be a phased project wher we design and engineer the facility under on CIAP
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project and construct it utilizing a second grant. Appendix G-8 contains a map depicting the proposed
location (30° 15” 9.44”, 87° 39* 19.55”W)).

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it will construct a building which will
provide conservation education to thousands of visitors and students annually. Gulf State Park is
part of Alabama’s State Park System, consists of more than 6,000 areas of beaches, dunes,
maritime forests, salt marshes, freshwater lakes, bogs, and pine savannas. An environmental
education center at the park will highlight the park’s characteristics through conservation
education.

O Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% of CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Restoration of Gulf State Park Campground Vegetation
PROJECT NUMBER: AL-15

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Forrest Bailey, Natural Resource
Planner Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Parks Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3901

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-2137

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov forrest.bailey(@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Gulf State Park, Gulf Shores, Alabama
DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-15
Total Project Cost | § 245,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 245,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-15
2008 $ 98,000.00
2009 $ 49,000.00
2010 $ 49,000.00
2011 $ 49,000.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to protect, consetve, and restore natural coastal
habitat and wildlife through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to re-vegetate 76 acres within Gulf State Park
campground with native trees and shrubs.

This project will consist of re-vegetating 76 acres within the Gulf State Park campground (30° 15’ 49.39”
N, 87° 38 37.76”W) with native trees and shrubs. As a result of storm surge associated with Hurricanes
Ivan and Katrina, and subsequent salt water intrusion, all plant communities including mature trees have
been damaged or killed within the campground. This project is designed to replant 19 acres per year over
a five year period using native, endemic trees, shrubs and plants. This project will improve aesthetics,
provide shade for campers, and enhance wildlife by providing food and habitat cover. Acreage impacted
will be campsites, roadside right of way and border zones between travel corridors. The time line
associated will be one planting cycle per year for five years. The first phase was completed in April 2007.
Subsequent planting will plant 19 acres annually for the remaining project period. The campground is
depicted in Appendix G-8.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #2: mitigation of damage to fish,
wildlife, or natural resources.

O Justification This project meets Authorized Use #2 because it mitigates damage to native
vegetation caused by storm surge and saltwater intrusion directly caused by Hurricanes Ivan and
Katrina.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding.

State of Alabama Final Coastal Impact Assistance Program Plan
State of Alabama Tier One Project Descriptions
-74 -



STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Longleaf Pine Restoration at Gulf State Park

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-16

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Forrest Bailey, Natural Resource
Planner Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Parks Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 625-0814 (334) 242-3901

Fax (251) 625-0864 (334) 242-2137

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov forrest.bailey(@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Gulf State Park, Gulf Shores, Alabama
DURATION: Four Years
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ESTIMATED COST:

AL-16
Total Project Cost | § 420,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 420,000.00

SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT DURATION:

AL-16
2008 $ 105,000.00
2009 $ 105,000.00
2010 $ 105,000.00
2011 $ 105,000.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to protect, conserve, and restore natural coastal
habitat and wildlife through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to restore 228 acres of longleaf pine habitat within
Gulf State Park.

Gulf State Park consists of more than 6,000 areas of coastal habitat located directly adjacent to the Gulf
of Mexico between the cities of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach. A combination of hurricane impacts, the
absence of a regular prescribed burning regime, the introduction of exotic invasive species, and an
absence of silvicultural management have resulted, over time, in the undesirable species composition
which comprises natural forested areas of the park. The goal of this project is to restore 228 acres within
patk to its original longleaf pine/wiregrass community. Specifically, this project will remove fallen timber
as a result of the recent hurricanes. Restoration efforts will include mechanical removal of non desirable
species, herbicide application, site preparation, and planting of native vegetation. Prescribed burning will
be implemented as well. This project will enhance plant and animal species of State Special Concern and
federal protection following the guidelines of the Alabama Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation
Strategy (CWCS). Implementation of this project will also allow the State Parks Division to further
enhance a former red cockaded woodpecker zone in the northeast portion of the park. Two phases of the
project will be implemented: Appendix G-8 contains a map depicting the longleaf areas to be restored.

AUTHORIZED USES
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O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.

O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #4 because it will restore areas to native longleaf
pine communities Gulf State Park.

O Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to the project.
O Partnering: Funding from a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant ($64,000.00) and a State

Wildlife grant ($25,000.00) have been obtained for previous phases of longleaf restoration in the
Gulf State Park.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Gulf State Park Land Management Program
PROJECT NUMBER: AL-17

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Forrest Bailey, Natural Resource
Planner Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama State Parks Division
Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta 64 North Union Street
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 242-3901

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 242-2137

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov forrest.bailey(@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Gulf State Park, Gulf Shores, Alabama
DURATION: Four Years
ESTIMATED COST:

AL-17
Total Project Cost | § 750,000.00
FY 2007 3 -
FY 2008 $ 750,000.00
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SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-17
2008 $ 187,500.00
2009 $ 187,500.00
2010 $ 187,500.00
2011 $ 187,500.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to protect, conserve, and restore natural coastal
habitat and wildlife through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: The objective of this project is to construct seven (7) miles of management access
corridors in Gulf State Park.

Gulf State Park consists of over 6,000 areas of coastal habitat located directly adjacent to the Gulf of
Mexico between the cities of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach. A combination of hurricane impacts, the
absence of a regular prescribed burning regime, the introduction of exotic invasive species, and an
absence of silvicultural management have resulted in habitat degradation in the remote areas of the park.
The goal of this project is to construct seven (7) miles of management access corridors into inaccessible
areas of Gulf State Park (See Appendix G-8). These corridors will provide the means to implement long
term natural resource management activities within previously unmanaged park areas. Most of these areas
are inaccessible due to fallen timber as a result of Hurricanes Ivan and Katrina. This project will allow for
the construction of corridors in an environmentally-sensitive manner which will serve natural resource
functions and benefits including enhanced wildlife protection management. Most of the areas have not
been accessible by park staff and increased accessibility will aid in management of fish, plant and wildlife
species. This project will augment research and restoration of threatened species and species of
conservation concern. These roads will serve as fire breaks and aid in wildfire suppression and prescribed
burning. If needed, these roads will provide access for fire equipment during an emergency. Last, this
project will create opportunities for environmental education in the remote areas of the park via guided
tours. The corridors will not be open to the general public and access gates will be locked at all times.
Costs associated with this project include labor, materials and use of heavy equipment.

AUTHORIZED USES

O This project meets the criteria set forth in Authorized Use #1: projects and activities for the
conservation, protection, or restoration of coastal areas, including wetland.
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O Justification: This project meets Authorized Use #1 because it will aid land managers in the
restoration of Gulf State’s Park remote areas that have been degraded from fallen timber from
hurricanes and overall habitat degradation.

0 Cost Sharing: Cost sharing is not applicable to this project.

O Partnering: This project will utilize 100% CIAP funding.
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STATE OF ALABAMA

COASTAL IMPACT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PLAN

DESIGNATED STATE AGENCY OR CPS: Alabama State Lands

Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

PROJECT TITLE: Freshwater Mollusk and Fish Enhancement and Restoration in Coastal
River Systems

PROJECT NUMBER: AL-18

PROJECT CONTACT (s):

Primary Contact Secondary Contact

Name Cara Stallman, Natural Resource Dr. Paul Johnson, Program Supervisor
Planner

Address Alabama State Lands Division Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater

Fisheties Division

Department of Conservation and Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Five Rivers Alabama’s Delta Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center
Resource Center
30945 Five Rivers Boulevard Route 3, Box 86
Spanish Fort, Alabama 36527 Marion, AL 36756

Telephone | (251) 621-1238 (334) 683-5000

Fax (251) 621-1331 (334) 683-5082

E-mail cara.stallman@dcnr.alabama.gov paul.johnson@dcnr.alabama.gov

PROJECT SUMMARY

LOCATION: Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center, Marion, Alabama, and field
locations in Baldwin and Mobile counties.

DURATION: Four Years
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ESTIMATED COST:

AL-18
Total Project Cost | § 1,000,000.00
FY 2007 $ -
FY 2008 $ 1,000,000.00

SPENDING ESTIMATE PER CALENDAR YEAR OF PROJECT

DURATION:
AL-18
2008 $  100,000.00
2009 $  600,000.00
2010 $  150,000.00
2011 $  150,000.00

GOAL: The goal of the State of Alabama CIAP is to protect, conserve, and restore natural coastal
habitat and wildlife through data analysis, research, and on-the-ground conservation activities.

OBJECTIVE: This project will undertake large-scale recovery activities for freshwater mussel and
other aquatic species populations in the Gulf Coastal drainages of Baldwin and Mobile
counties

This project will undertake large-scale recovery activities for freshwater mussels, fishes and other aquatic
species populations in the Gulf Coastal drainages of Baldwin and Mobile counties. The four-year (4)
effort seeks to augment and reintroduce freshwater mollusk species in these systems parallel to other
statewide mollusk restoration efforts. These activities would be completed through the expansion of
artificial propagation programs at the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center (AABC) in Marion, Alabama.
This project seeks to provide additional culture infrastructure support at the AABC to accommodate
expanded propagation activities. This would include renovating holding ponds for increased host fish
support and propagation, construction of additional culture systems, purchase of additional laboratory
and field support equipment, and expanded travel budgets. The funds will also be used to support
additional full-time personnel required to perform the work both at the AABC and in the field.

The Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center is located near the City of Marion, in rural Perry County,
Alabama. The facility is a complex of 4 buildings on 36 acres of property near the Cahaba River. The
program was initiated in late 2004 with a $2 million dollar State Wildlife Grant. These monies are being
used to renovate and construct facilities to support on the ground recovery efforts with non-game
freshwater species. The property include 2 culture buildings with 5,600 square feet of culture space under
roof, a 5,500 square foot culture pad, a 4,300 square foot administration building with office and
laboratory space, and approximately 30 surface acres of culture ponds. Renovations of the facilities have
been ongoing since 2005, with a projected operational date of spring 2008. In addition to State Wildlife
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Grant support, the AABC has begun receiving federal grants (FWS) and other long-term support is
expected as part of ongoing hydroelectric project re-licensing efforts. Other monies will be available
through recovery funds being established by the Tennessee Valley Authority. Recovery programs will
initially focus on freshwater mollusks (mussels and snails) with activities to support non-game fishes and
other aquatic species to follow.

Alabama has already lost 67 species of freshwater snails and mussels to extinction and an additional 17
species historically found in the Alabama’s waters are now extirpated. Alabama has 54 species of mussels
and snails considered Threatened or Endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The state also has
an additional 13 species fish considered Threatened or Endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
A dozen species of fishes historically found in state waters are now missing and 2 species are considered
extinct. The recently completed Alabama Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy has identified
147 of mussels, snails, and fish that are of conservation concern. Historically, Alabama has the greatest
species richness freshwater mussels (176), snails (180), freshwater fishes (308), and crayfishes (84) of any
state in the nation. For mussels, snails, and crayfishes, the region contains the highest species richness on
the planet. The AABC mission statement is, “the mission of the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center is
to promote the conservation and restoration of rare freshwater species in Alabama waters”.

CIAP funding will be used to assist the AABC fish recovery program in the development of facilities,
protocols and techniques that would be directly applied to freshwater fish species of conservation
concern indigenous to the freshwater systems of Mobile and Baldwin Counties in Alabama. As the
AABC occupies a facility that had been vacant for 10 years, many repairs and new construction are now
underway to begin full operations. Facilities have been under renovation for 3 years, and have focused
primarily on developing culture infrastructure needs for mollusks. Additional facilities will be required if
the Center will undertake recovery programs with Sturgeon (either Alabama or Gulf). Therefore CIAP
monies would be used in part to design and construct culture systems used for these long-term recovery
programs. The last 2 years would focus on stocking efforts in the lower Mobile Delta, and possibly the
Perdido and Escatawpa rivers in Baldwin and Mobile Counties. If sturgeon efforts are successfully
initiated, this would be a long-term program and stocking efforts would take place after the completion
of this grant.

Draft work plan:

Year 1:
Facilities planning and completion of engineering drawings required to initiate bids for construction will
take place during the first year. In addition, a complete program and habitat evaluation for fish and

mussel species to be released into freshwater systems of Mobile and Baldwin counties will also take place.
Laboratory and field equipment will be purchased ($100,000.00).

Year 2:

Construction of new fish culture support facilities. The development work to determine culture
techniques for Alabama Shad, Blackmouth Shiner, Ironcolor Shiner, and Brighteyed Darter. Completion
of brood stock acquisition efforts for Gulf Sturgeon in the Perdido River and evaluation of release sites
for stocking efforts. Purchase of additional field and laboratory equipment to support culture efforts (600
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K). Completion of culture efforts for the Mobile Basin Black Sandshell and Alabama Heelsplitter if brood
stock can be located ($600,000.00).

Year 3:

Culture program will focus on Sturgeon, Southern Walleye, Alabama Shad, Blackmouth Shiner, Ironcolor
Shiner and possibly Brighteyed Darter for release at various localities in the Mobile, Perdido & Escatawpa
Rivers. Culture of the Black Sandshell, Alabama Heelsplitter, Alabama Hickorynut and Rayed Creekshell,
if mussel brood stock can be successfully located. Additional mussel species may be attempted, if
adequate brood stock and be located ($150,000.00).

Year 4:

Continuation of culture programs for Sturgeon, Southern Walleye, Alabama Shad, Ironcolor Shiner and
possibly Brighteyed Darter for release at various localities in the Mobile, Perdido & Escatawpa Rivers.
Culture of the Black Sandshell, Alabama Heelsplitter, Alabama Hickorynut and Rayed Creekshell, if
mussel brood stock can be successfully located. Additional mussel species may be attempted, if adequate
brood stock and be located ($150,000.00).

The species list provided represents candidate freshwater species that are presently being considered for
restoration efforts through utilization of CIAP funding. This list has been condensed somewhat from the
initial list that was distributed in order to better reflect realistic expectations of which higher priority

species are most in need of attention that otherwise would be neglected under the present funding that is
available to the AABC.

Candidate Species Lists:

Mussel Species Common Name Basin/System
Anodontoides radiatus Rayed Creekshell Mobile
Ligumia recta Black Sandshell Mobile
Obovaria unicolor Alabama Hickorynut | Mobile
Plenrobema perovatum Ovate Clubshell Mobile
Pleurobema taitianum Heavy Pigtoe Mobile
Potanilus inflatus Alabama Heelsplitter | Mobile
Quadrula metanevera Monkeyface Mobile
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Funds provided to the AABC through the CIAP will be oriented to the development of species
propagation and restoration programs in the following freshwater systems in Baldwin and Mobile
Counties: The Mobile-Tensaw Delta, including the Blakeley River and Bay Minette Basin; The Perdido-
Styx River basin; The Escatawpa River and its tributaries in Mobile County; Suitable freshwater habitats
in the Fish, Fowl and Dog River drainages that flow into Mobile Bay. At this time it is premature to
estimate t