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Section 9-11-170 SPEARING OF COMMERCIAL OR NONGAME FISH FOR SPORT — WHEN, WHERE AND 

HOW PERMITTED; NOTICE OF COMPETITIVE EVENTS. 

(a) The spearing of commercial or nongame fish solely for the purpose of sport in all waters of this state, both fresh 

and salt, shall be lawful; provided, that the person engaged in the act of spearing shall be completely submerged. 

"Commercial or nongame fish" as used in this article shall be limited to those freshwater fish designated as such 

by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and all species of saltwater fish. "Spearing" as used in 

this article shall be limited to the use of a spear or similar instrument that is held in the hand of the person using 

same and the use of a weapon, other than a firearm, which propels or forces a projectile, arrow or similar device 

therefrom to which a wire, rope, line, cord or other means of recovering the propelled projectile, arrow or similar 

device is attached and is secured to the weapon or to the person using the weapon. 

(b) When a group of individuals shall meet for the purpose of a competitive spearfishing event, notice thereof shall 

be given to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources at least one week prior thereto designating 

the time, date and place of the event. 

Section 9-11-171 SPEARING OF COMMERCIAL OR NONGAME FISH FOR SPORT — LICENSE — REQUIRED; 

ISSUANCE; FEES; DISPOSITION OF REVENUE FROM SALE. 

Each person engaged in the spearing of commercial or nongame fish shall, in addition to all other Alabama fishing 

licenses, have a commercial or nongame fish spearfishing license. The fee for the commercial or nongame 

spearfishing license shall be as follows: state resident's license, $5.00; nonresident seven-day license, $2.50; 

nonresident annual license, $7.50. Said licenses shall be issued only by the Department of Conservation and Natural 

Resources, Montgomery, Alabama. The revenue derived from the sale of the licenses provided for in this article 

shall be covered into the State Treasury to the credit of the Game and Fish Fund. 

Section 9-11-172 SPEARING OF COMMERCIAL OR NONGAME FISH FOR SPORT — LICENSE — DISPLAY. 

Said commercial or nongame spearfishing license must be kept in the boat or other base of operations for said skin 

diver and readily available for inspection by any conservation officer, agent or employee of the Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources. 

Section 9-11-173 REGULATION OF SEASONS, HOURS, ETC. 

The Commissioner of Conservation and Natural Resources shall have the power to open and close spearfishing of 

commercial or nongame fish on any and all waters of this state or at any time of the day or night by regulation and 

shall have the power to further regulate or restrict spearfishing if he deems it necessary in the interest of good 

conservation practices. 

Section 9-11-174 COMPLIANCE WITH WATER SAFETY LAWS. 

The provisions of Chapter 5 of Title 33 of this code requiring a diver's flag to be displayed on the surface of the 

water where skin divers are operating and any and all other present and future regulations promulgated under 

authority of said act which affect the operation of skin divers must be obeyed by spear fishermen when engaged in 

spearfishing under authority of this article. 

Section 9-11-175  POSSESSION OF SPEAR, ETC., EVIDENCE OF SPEARFISHING; EXCEPTION. 

The possession of a spear, spear gun or spearing device in a boat, on the bank of a body of public water or on or in 

the public waters of this state shall be prima facie evidence to the court having jurisdiction that the person in 

possession of the same is engaged in spearfishing, unless said person is frog gigging only. 

Section 9-11-176  PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE. 

Any person who shall violate the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 

thereof, shall be punished as provided for by law, except that the minimum fine under this article shall be $25.00. 

Section 9-11-83  COMMERCIAL OR NONGAME FISH DESIGNATED. 

The following shall be considered commercial fish or nongame fish: drum, buffalo, channel catfish and all members 

of the catfish family and the spotted sucker and all members of the sucker family, including the species known as 

red horse and black horse. 
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