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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Alabama State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) provides a strategic outline for conserving
the state's species richness and supporting ecosystems. The plan is developed to guide
statewide conservation efforts and meet federal requirements under the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) State Wildlife Grant (SWG) Program. Overall, the plan provides a
science based, comprehensive strategy, emphasizing early intervention, habitat protection,
and landscape scale management approaches to sustain wildlife, reduce needs for future
federal listings, and to address challenges facing Alabama’s wildlife and habitats.

Alabama remains one of the top states in North America for species richness due to the vast
array of habitats. The SWAP identifies species of greatest conservation need (SGCN), within
amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, crayfishes, fishes, mussels, freshwater snails, and
vascular plants taxa groups. Species are prioritized based on multiple factors, including
federal status ranks, state rankings, population size and trend, distribution, degree of habitat
specialization, and severity of threats. This 10-year SWAP review began with updating
rankings for all species taxa groups. The need to rank and assign SGCN species is primarily
due to environmental changes from degradation, fragmentation, and habitat loss.
Compounding pressures on key habitats occur from urban expansion, agriculture,
infrastructure, and incompatible land use and continue to change the quality, quantity and
connectivity throughout these ecosystems. These changes disrupt habitat integrity and
function and threaten the survival of individual species within them. In addition to habitat
related challenges, a wide range of additional threats are identified within the SWAP. These
include invasive species, pollution, human intrusion or disturbance, and impacts of weather
events. Addressing these overlapping statewide threats requires prioritization and
identification of primary conservation actions needed for successful wildlife and aquatic
resource recovery efforts.

The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR) Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries Division (WFF) compiled, coordinated, and integrated the best
available scientific information on the status of Alabama’s wildlife, along with habitats,
threats, and conservation actions through taxa expert meetings, as well as engaging public
and private stakeholders. A total of 2,136 species were assessed during taxa expert
meetings, with 1,212 species identified as SGCN. These SGCN fauna include 37
amphibians, 48 reptiles, 67 birds, 38 mammals, 63 crayfishes, 116 fishes, 137 mussels, 148
freshwater snails, and 558 vascular plants. There was a significant increase in the total
number of SGCN species in this SWAP revision with the addition of the vascular plant taxa
group, as well as the inclusion of Priority 3 species as SGCN.

The SWAP and SGCN lists serve as the foundation for guiding research priorities, directing
conservation actions, and focusing resources where they will have the greatest impact.
SGCN were associated with 15 key terrestrial habitats and 15 aquatic habitats, including
several forest types, wetlands, and other unique communities such as caves and coastal
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

beaches. Along with habitat associations for each SGCN, the SWAP lays out a
comprehensive set of conservation actions to address causes of species decline. These
strategies include habitat restoration and management, land acquisition and protection,
partnerships, education, invasive species control, research and data collection, policy and
regulatory support, and population monitoring. A strong emphasis is placed on adaptive
management which uses monitoring data and field results to evaluate effectiveness and
refine strategies over time.

Restoration, protection, monitoring and enhancement of priority species and their
associated habitats are all central components of this plan. Updating and adjusting the
SWAP at least every 10 years ensures that conservation goals remain relevant, measurable
and transparent. Species and habitat monitoring components within the SWAP connect
implementation of conservation actions with management objectives. This framework
allows tracking of SGCN populations, habitat conditions, and impacts of conservation
actions.

Public outreach and stakeholder engagement are also critical to the success of the SWAP.
Conservation efforts would be nearly nonexistent without the support and involvement of
hunters and anglers, landowners, educators, legislators, state and federal resource
agencies, non-governmental agencies, sustainable forest industry, and other key partners.
An effective measure of success for the plan is the degree to which conservation partners
integrate SGCN, key habitats, and conservation actions into their plans and programs.

In summary, Alabama’s SWAP is a comprehensive conservation strategy for protecting the
state’s unique natural resources. It recognizes the presence of current threats, importance
of education and outreach, and needs for collaborative and adaptive management for
species preservation and recovery. Together, SWAP elements create a standardized
framework across all states, ensuring that conservation efforts are proactive, transparent,
and collaborative while addressing both species and habitat needs.
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