
SALE OF POND RAISED GAME FISH 
Valid: Oct 1 – Sept 30 

Resident – Non-Resident 

Alabama Game, Fish and Wildlife Law;  Article 6; beginning with 9-11-84(b) 

PRIVILEGE:   
• Permit allows sale of game fish raised in hatcheries and sold for stocking of ponds and

lakes, nonnative game fish raised for human consumption and largemouth bass, 
shellcracker, and bluegill raised in farm ponds. 

NOTE: 

• This permit is not required of a private pond owner that charges fisherman for fish
caught. 

COST:  

• No Charge

HOW TO PURCHASE YOUR LICENSE: 
• Visit the Montgomery Office (See address below)

• Mail a completed application (download at www.outdooralabama.com/license-information) to:
 Dept. of Conservation, Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries, Attn: Enforcement: 

o PO Box 301459, Montgomery, AL  36130-1456
o 64 N Union St., Ste. 559, Montgomery, AL  36104 (overnight/express)
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

WILDLIFE AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES DIVISION 

SALE OF POND RAISED GAME FISH PERMIT 
Valid: Oct 1 – Sept 30 

                                    Resident - Non-Resident

        New Application  
        Renewal – prior # ________________________ 

LICENSE HOLDER:  all information is required.     PRINT OR TYPE ONLY INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED 
  

Name:    ____________________________________________________________ 

  *Social Security #: - -  Driver’s License #  __________________ 

Date of Birth:  __ Em____________ ail:   ___________________________________ 

Address:   ___________________________________________________________ 

City:  _______________ County:  ______________   State:  _______ Zip:  _______ 

Phone: Hm _________________ Wk _________________ Cl   _________________ 

1. Number of pond(s) owned  _______________  or leased  ______________  by applicant
2. Acreage of each pond  ____________________________________________________

 __________________________________________ Total acreage  _________________
3. Location of pond(s), if leased, give name of owner(s) also:  ________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________

4. Species of fish to be sold: 5. Method of harvesting of fish:
  Largemouth Bass   ____________          A.  Total harvest by draining    ________

Bluegill  ____________          B.  Partial harvest by fishing     ________
Shellcracker ____________             seining    ________ 
 _________  ____________     trapping    ________ 
 _________  ____________         other      ________ 

6. Stocking history of pond:  Year stocked  __________
Original Source of fish that pond was stocked with (check one) 
     Free from state         Purchased from state         Purchased from private source 
     Other (describe)  _____________________________________________________ 

7. Period of time requested for this permit:  From  _____________  to September 30, 20 __
Where will fish be sold:  ____________________________________________________ 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 

8. Where will fish be sold: ____________________________________________________

Alabama law Section §9-11-84, Code of Alabama 1975 provides that largemouth bass, shellcracker and bluegill bream 
raised in farm ponds in Alabama may be sold under permit from the Commissioner, Dept. of Conservation and Natural 
Resources.  No other species of native game fish raised in farm ponds may be sold except fish raised in hatcheries for 
stocking purposes may also be sold under permit.  No game fish from public waters may be sold. 

ADCNR PERMIT REQUIRED TO STOCK ANY FISH IN PUBLIC WATERS, 
EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2003 IN ACCORDANCE WITH ADCNR REGULATION 222-2-.129 

Submit: completed application, and driver’s license copy to: Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries Div., Attn: Enforcement, PO Box 301459,  Montgomery, AL   36130-1459, or  by walk-in or 
express  mail requests: 64 N Union Street, Ste 559, 36104.  Questions: (334) 242-3921 or 
DCNR.Enforce@dcnr.alabama.gov.  

Applicant’s Signature:  ______________________________  Date:  ___________________  
                          Check [  ] to be excluded from list sold by DCNR. If blank, you will be included. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

License Number:  _____________________________________  Amount Received:  _________ Date Issued:  ______________ 

  *DCNR IS NOW REQUIRED BY SECTION 30-3-194(A) CODE OF ALABAMA 1975 TO COLLECT 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS ON ALL RECREATIONAL LICENSES BEING ISSUED/RENEWED. 

Race: 

Sex: Male 
 

Female 

Wt. 

Ht.: 

Eyes
  

Hair: 
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Section 9-11-82 GAME FISH DESIGNATED 

For the purposes of this title the following shall be named and designated as game fish in Alabama: rainbow trout, all 

members of the sunfish family to include:  largemouth, smallmouth, spotted, shoal, and those species formerly known 

as “redeye” bass, which are now known separately as Coosa, Warrior, Cahaba, Tallapoosa, and Chattahoochee bass, 

based on their respective drainages and  the Alabama bass  which was formerly known as spotted bass in the Mobile 

drainage; those fish commonly referred to as bream which include  rock bass, flier, shadow bass, warmouth, redbreast, 

bluegill, longear, and redear (shellcracker);  black and white crappie; all members of the temperate bass family to 

include:  saltwater striped, white, and yellow bass and any hybrids thereof; all members of the pike family  to include  

chain, redfin, and grass pickerel; the following members of the perch family  to include sauger (jack), walleye, and 

yellow perch. 

 

Section 9-11-84 SALE, TRANSPORTATION, ETC., OF GAME FISH TAKEN FROM 

PUBLIC OR PRIVATE WATERS. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale within this state, or ship or transport for sale within or 

without this state, or to ship into this state any game fish caught or taken in any of the fresh waters, whether public 

or private, of this state or any other state. All species of black bass, white bass, yellow bass, saltwater striped bass, 

bream, and pickerel, as well as walleye, sauger, black and white crappie, and yellow perch are designated game 

fish for the purpose of this section. 

  

(b) This section shall not apply to the sale of game fish raised in hatcheries and sold for the purposes of stocking ponds 

and lakes, nor shall it apply to the sale of nonnative game fish raised for human consumption, nor shall it apply to 

the sale of yellow perch, largemouth bass, shellcracker, and bluegill bream raised in farm ponds; provided, that, 

prior to any sale provided for in this section, the seller shall have first obtained a permit for the sale from the 

Commissioner, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

  

(c) Nothing in this section shall prevent the practice of private pond owners or managers charging for game fish caught 

by fishermen from the pond when the charges are based on the number of fish caught or the total pounds caught. 

  

(d) A violation of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor; and, upon conviction thereof, the person, firm, or 

corporation convicted shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor more than one thousand dollars 

($1,000) for each offense. 

Section 9-11-85 GAME FISH TO BE TRANSPORTED OPENLY; CONFISCATION, 

ETC., OF GAME FISH TAKEN OR TRANSPORTED ILLEGALLY. 

All game fish taken in this state must at all times be carried or transported openly, and failure to do so shall constitute 

a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than $25.00. All game fish carried or transported 

in an illegal manner or taken or killed illegally shall be confiscated and disposed of under regulations promulgated by 

the Commissioner of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

Section 9-11-86 LIMITATION ON TRANSPORTATION, ETC., OF GAME FISH 

BEYOND BOUNDARIES OF STATE. 

No person, firm or corporation shall carry, ship or transport beyond the boundaries of this state more than one day's 

creel limit of any species of game fish and then only for his own personal use. Any person violating the provisions of 

this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction, shall be fined not less than $25.00 nor more than 

$50.00.   

Section 9-11-450 Permit required; rules and regulations. 

Any person, firm or corporation desiring to operate a "commercial fee fishing pond" (as provided for herein) from 

which otherwise legally permitted freshwater fish, which are private farm raised or private hatchery produced fish 

only, may be taken, captured, harvested, or otherwise recovered, may do so upon obtaining an annual "commercial fee 
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fishing pond" letter permit and complying with the provisions of this article and laws relating to the importation and 

control of exotic fish species. 

 Section 9-11-451 Site of fee fishing ponds; marking of entrance. 

Each fee fishing site to be operated hereunder may contain one or more man-made ponds in one tract of leased or 

owned land. Under no circumstances, however, shall any fishing site as provided for herein, be operated on any public 

waters of the State of Alabama as defined by Section 9-11-80. The entrance to each fee fishing site shall be clearly 

marked with a sign, at the top of which shall appear in letters not less than two inches high, the words "LICENSED 

COMMERCIAL FEE FISHING PONDS". 

 Section 9-11-452 Ponds to be stocked with farm or hatchery produced fish.  

No ponds shall qualify to be operated hereunder which are stocked with or which contain any fish other than private 

farm raised or private hatchery produced fish. 

 Section 9-11-453 Application procedure. 

Any person who desires to operate a fee fishing site as provided for herein shall first file a request with a local 

conservation officer or with the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. If it meets the requirements of 

this article, the operator shall be issued a letter permit to operate such fee fishing site. 

 Section 9-11-454 Fishing license not required; letter permit prominently 

displayed. 

Holders of the letter permit issued pursuant to this article, their guests and patrons may, to the extent that said persons 

fish in accordance with the provisions hereof, fish from the ponds on the approved site without an approved fishing 

license. The letter permit shall be displayed prominently adjacent to the place where the fish taken from said site are 

checked and weighed. 

 Section 9-11-455 Creel limits. 

Creel limits for fish taken from the said fee fishing ponds shall be at the discretion of the operator. 

 Section 9-11-456 Selling of fish caught. 

No fish caught or taken from the said fee fishing sites shall be sold or offered to be sold or traded or offered to be 

traded, except as otherwise provided by law. 

 Section 9-11-457 Violations; fines. 

Any violation of the provisions of this article shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $250.00. 

 Regulation 220-2-.129  PUBLIC WATER STOCKING 

It shall be unlawful to intentionally stock or release any fish, mussel, snail, crayfish or their embryos including bait 

fish into the public waters of Alabama under the jurisdiction of the Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries as 

provided in Rule 220-2-.42 except those waters from which it came without the written permission of a designated 

employee of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources authorized by the Director of the Division of 

Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries to issue such permit. The provisions of this rule shall not apply to the incidental 

release of bait into the water during the normal process of fishing. 
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