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INTRODUCTION

In 1990 the B.A.I.T. program completed five years of bass
tournament summarization. The objective of the program has
always been to gather information on bass populations by
combining the efforts of bass club members and state fisheries
biologists. Reservoir creel surveys are expensive to conduct and
cannot be undertaken on a statewide basis. The B.A.I.T. program
summarizes catch data already being collected by participating
clubs on reservoir bass populations.

Through 1989, 1,215 tournament reports were summarized. More
than 120 clubs participated through the first four years of the
program. All major reservoirs were fished by 30,882
participating fishermen, who spent 301,067 hours collecting data
for this program. They caught 74,801 bass that weighed 119,180

pounds.
METHODS
Every year an effort has been made to maintain the support of
the pfevious years' clubs and to enlist the support of new clubs
through newsreleases and letters. Participating club officers or
tournament directors are sent the previous year's annual report,
with tournament report postcards to be completed following each
tournament. Clubs are assigned individual numbers to insure
confidentiality. As tournament cards are received, they are
checked for accuracy and entered into a computer database. Club
officers are contacted when data are suspected to be erroneous.
Compilation and analysis of the data are performed following

receipt of December tournament data. Statewide information is

sorted by reservoir, and by participating club. To rank




reservoirs, five "fishing quality" indicators were used: percent
of successful fishermen (percent of fishermen with one or more
bass at weigh-in), bass average weight, number of bass per
fisherman-day, pounds of bass per fisherman-day, and hours
required to catch a bass five pounds or larger. Since the length
of a fishing day varies between tournaments, a fisherman-day is
defined as 10 hours of fishing effort. A minimum of five
tournaments for an individual reservoir is considered necessary
for minimum confidence in each reservoir dataset. Reservoirs
with five or more tournament reports are ranked for each of the
guality indicators. Values are assigned to each rank and an
overall rank is determined for each reservoir by summing the
values of the five quality indicators. This ranking system is
intended to be a gquick reference for club tournament site

selection. It is not a "best and worst" 1list and should not be
interpreted that way.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Bass clubs submitted 373 tournament reports during 1990
bringing the total to 1,588 for the five years of this program.
The club representatives did an excellent job filling out the
cards and few reports were rejected due to incomplete or
erroneous information. One-hundred-and-thirteen more reports
were received in 1990 than in 1989. Fifty-four clubs provided
data in 1990, three more than in 1989. Seventy-one reports were
received from Dr. Carl Quertermus of West Georgia College, who
summarizes tournament data from the Georgia B.A.S.S. Federation.
Without the assistance of Dr. Quertermus and the Georgia

Federation, the B.A.I.T. data for 1990 would have included only




302 tournaments. Once again we must stress that reports from
more locations increase the capability of the summaries to
reflect actual conditions and not just a good or poor day's
fishing by one or two clubs.

In 1990, tournament reports were received for 33 bodies of
water that were fished 110,487 hours by 11,502 fishermen.
B.A.I.T. anglers caught 27,729 bass (12 inches and larger) that
weighed 45,874 pounds (Table 1). A total of 588 bass five pounds
and larger were reported. One bass larger than 10 pounds was
caught in Eufaula Reservoir (Table 5). Fewer fish over eight
pounds were reported in 1990 compared to 1989 (14 Vs 19). The
influence of Florida bass is obvious in Table 5. Eufaula and
West Point contain a naturally high incidence of Florida bass and
Gainesville and Aliceville were stocked with Florida bass when
these reservoirs were impounded in 1978 and 1980.

Bass Angler Sportsman Society (B.A.S.S.) tournaments were
held on GunFersville and Martin during 1990. Two B.A.S.S.
tournaments, a May Invitational and the November Megabucks, were
held on Guntersville. The Pro-Am was held on Martin in November.
B.A.I.T. fishermen on Martin compared favorably with the
professionals regarding the average weight of bass caught.
However, the catch rates (number and pounds of fish per hour)
were considerably lower for B.A.I.T. fishermen than for the pros
during all three tournaments (Figures 2 and 3).

Bass fishing showed steady improvement statewide each of the
first four years of the B.A.I.T. program. In 1990 average weight

of fish remained the same as in 1989, but number and pounds of

fish caught per man-day declined (Figure 1). These declines were




not unexpected in light of the fact that these values rose each
of the previous three years. Concern for this situation was
expressed in last year's report. We proposed several factors,
including recent mild winters and increasing fertility as
possible explanations. Natural fluctuations in bass abundance
and size structure are the norm, since environmental conditions
vary from year to year. The declines observed in 1990 were
moderate and the catch rates still exceeded those observed in
1986 and 1987.

Twenty-six clubs (including the Georgia Federation) submitted

five or more tournameni reports (47% of the clubs provided 61% of

the data). Sixteen clubs submitted 10 or more reports, an
increase of nine clubs from 1989 (Table 3). The West Alabama
Bass Fishermans Association, Bluff City Bassmasters, Kowaliga

Bassmasters, Alabama Bass Association, Uniroyal-Goodrich, Country
Boy Trails, Bama Bassers, and Boeing Bass provided data on twelve
or more tournaments. Every year, lack of full reporting by
participating clubs remains a limiting factor in this program.
Twenty-nine clubs submitted less than five reports each. All
clubs should understand that every tournament report is important
if this program is going to be successful. A list of B.A.I.T.
clubs contributing tournament results in 1990 is presented in
Table 4.

Overall, clubs were more conservative in their tournament
rules than the 1limits allowed by Game and Fish Division
regulations. Several clubs are committed to daily creel limits

of five fish or less and size limits greater than 12 inches.

These clubs are to be commended for their efforts to conserve




bass resources in Alabama. We noticed that the Friendship Bass
Club has found a unique way to include 12 to 16 inch bass when
they fish West Point Reservoir. These fish are measured and
released immediately, weight is estimated based on standard
values.

More tournament reports were received from Eufaula (45) and
Weiss (44) than any other locations. The Mobile Delta, Martin,
Logan Martin, Harris and Guntersville each had more than 20
tournament reports (Table 1). Tournament reports were
distributed more evenly over the State's major reservoirs than in
previous years. This good distribution of the reports provides
more representative catch statistics from which meaningful
summaries can be prepared.

Of the 33 reservoirs from which reports were received, 23 had
five or more tournament reports (up from 19 in 1989). The
following comments deal with these 23 reservoirs only (Table 2).
The percent of successful fishermen (with one or more fish)
ranged from 39 at West Point to 86 at Logan Martin. West Point,
by virtue of the 16-inch size limit, continues to be the lowest
ranked reservoir in this category.

The average weight of bass harvested ranged from 1.31 pounds
at Martin to 3.19 pounds at West Point (Table 1). The statewide
average remained unchanged from 1989 at 1.65 pounds. Catch rates
ranged from a high of 3.38 bass per fisherman-day at Little Bear
to 1.15 at Wilson. The statewide average was 2.51, down from
last year's 2.79 bass per fisherman-day. Catch in pounds per
fisherman-day ranged from a high of 5.37 at Mitchell to 2.51 at

Wilson. The statewide average was 4.15, a decrease of 0.44




pounds per fisherman-day from 1989. Thirteen 1locations had
catches in excess of 4.0 pounds per fisherman-day, six more than
last year. Eufaula again led all reservoirs in the catch of
bass larger than five pounds with 280 fish. A summary of all
bass 8 pounds and larger caught this year 1is presented in
Table 5.

Overall, Weiss was judged the top-ranked reservoir in
Alabama, replacing the three time winner Eufaula. Weiss
accumulating a total score of 91 of a possible 115 points
(Table 2). Mitchell ranked second with 87 points and Eufaula
slipped to a third place tie with Wheeler.

Several surprises occurred in the 1990 quality indicator
rankings (Table 2). The biggest was that Eufaula was surpassed
by Little Bear and Mitchell in the catch (number and pounds) per
fisherman-day. Little Bear is a 1,560 acre TVA impoundment,
little known outside of northwest Alabama. Another surprise was
that West Point managed to escape from the basement in these same
two categories. In fact, the pounds per fisherman-day at West
Point was exceed by only 10 of the 23 reservoirs, a remarkable
achievement considering that the West Point data includes only
fish 16-inches and larger.

Seven clubs provided 1length frequency data on tournament
catches, and are to be commended for providing this additional
information. Unfortunately too few clubs supported this effort
during 1990 so representative length groups and catch rates could
not be developed. With this 1low 1level of support, length

frequency information will not be requested in 1991.
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Table 5. Bass eight pounds and larger from 1990 B.A.I.T.
tournament reports.

WEIGHT (LBS) DATE LOCATION CLUB
10.38 6/9/90 Eufaula Confederate Bass Club
9.64 6/17/90 West point Country Boy Trails
9.38 6/24/90 Eufaula Sportsman World
9.25 6/30/90 Eufaula Tom Mann's Outdoor Open
9.06 4/7/90 Aliceville River City Bassmasters
8.94 6/30/90 Gainesville Lavender Welding
8.63 9/15/90 Eufaula Buddy's Marineland
8.60 4/22/90 Eufaula Country Boy Trails
8.56 3/10/90 Eufaula Bass Hunters
8.19 4/28/90 Eufaula Telephone Pioneers
8.15 9/29/90 Guntersville Goodyear Hunt and Fish
8.13 2/11/90 Eufaula Operation Bass Inc.
8.09 4/8/90 Eufaula Georgia Bass Team Trail
8.00 4/28/90 Wheeler Boeing Bass




FIGURE 1
ANNUAL CATCH FOR B.A.LT. TOURNAMENTS
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FIGURE 2
1990 B.A.LT. AND B.AS.S. TOURNAMENTS
GUNTERSVILLE RESERVOIR
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FIGURE 3
1990 B.A.LT. AND B.A.5.S. TOURNAMENTS
MARTIN RESERVOIR
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