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INTRODUCTION

In 1993 the B.A.L.T. program completed eight years of bass
tournament summarization. The objective of the program has always been to
gather information on bass populations by combining the efforts of bass club
members and state fisheries biologists. The B.A.L.T. program summarizes
catch data already being collected by participating clubs on reservoir bass
populations. These results are used by State fisheries biologists in
combination with data from other sources as a basis for fisheries
management decisions. Bass fishermen use the report to establish future
tournament sites or to locate a reservoir that provides a particular type of
fishing action.

Through 1993, 2,974 tournament reports were summarized. More
than 150 clubs participated through the first eight years of the program.
Bass fishermen have spent 772,541 hours collecting data for this program.
They have contributed data from 191,164 bass that weighed 313,098 pounds.

METHODS

Every year an effort has been made to maintain the support of the
previous years' clubs and to enlist the support of new clubs through news
releases and letters. Participating club officers or tournament directors are
sent the previous year's annual report, with tournament report postcards to
be completed following each tournament. Clubs are assigned individual
numbers to insure confidentiality. As tournament cards are received, they
are checked for accuracy and entered into a computer database. Club officers
are contacted when data are suspected to be erroneous. Compilation and
analysis of the data are performed following receipt of December tournament
reports. Statewide information is sorted by reservoir, and by club.

To rank reservoirs, five "fishing quality” indicators were used: percent
of successful fishermen (percent of fishermen with one or more bass at weigh-
in), bass average weight, number of bass per fisherman-day, pounds of bass
per fisherman-day, and hours required to catch a bass five pounds or larger.
Since the length of a fishing day varies between tournaments, a fisherman-
day is defined as 10 hours of fishing effort. A minimum of five tournaments
for an individual reservoir is considered necessary for minimum confidence in
each reservoir dataset. Reservoirs with five or more tournament reports are
ranked for each of the quality indicators. Values are assigned to each rank
and an overall rank is determined for each reservoir by summing the values
of the five quality indicators. This ranking system is intended to be a quick
reference for club tournament site selection. It is not a "best and worst" list
of Alabama reservoirs and should not be interpreted that way.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Bass clubs submitted 558 tournament reports during 1993, making it
the most successful year of the program. Club representatives did an
excellent job filling out the cards and few reports were rejected due to
incomplete or erroneous information. Seventy clubs or tournament
organizations provided data in 1993. One-hundred-and-eight tournament
reports from Alabama waters were received from Dr. Carl Quertermus of
West Georgia College, who summarizes tournament data from the Georgia
B.A.S.S. Federation. Without his support and the support of the Georgia
Federation, several northeast Alabama reservoirs would not have been well
represented in the quality indicator rankings (Table 2). Once again we must
stress that reports from more locations increase the capability of the
summaries to reflect actual fish population conditions and not just a good or
poor day's fishing by one or two clubs.

In 1993, tournament reports were received for 31 bodies of water that
were fished 130,485 hours. B.A.IT. anglers caught 28,884 bass (12 inches
and larger) that weighed 48,435 pounds (Table 1). A total of 479 bass five
pounds and larger were reported. The number of bass over 8.0 pounds in
Table 5 was more than reported 1992 (12 in 1992 and 18 in 1993). Three of
these fish were reported by the Uniroyal-Goodrich Bass Club of Opelika,
including two during a single tournament on West Point. In that tournament
they also reported a fish that weighed just under 8.0 pounds. Not bad for a
one day tournament that included only 23 fishermen.

Statewide catch rates for number and pounds of fish declined sharply
in 1993 (Figure 1). Part of this can be attributed to imposition of a 16 inch
size limit on Eufaula, the reservoir that contributes the most information to
the B.A.I.'T. program. However, fishing was off on most reservoirs statewide.
Natural fluctuations in bass abundance and size structure are the norm,
since environmental conditions and fishing pressure vary from year to year.

Seventy clubs or tournament organizations submitted data during
1993. Forty-one clubs submitted five or more tournament reports, compared
to 29 clubs 1in 1992. Twenty-six clubs (twice as many as last year) submitted
10 or more reports (Table 3). Every year, lack of full reporting by some clubs
remains a limiting factor in this program. Eighteen contributors submitted
only one report. All club representatives should understand that every
tournament report is important if this program continues to be successful. A

list of clubs contributing tournament results for the 1993 B.A.I.T. report is
presented in Table 4.

More tournament reports were received from Logan Martin (49) and
Guntersville (47) than any other locations. Eufaula, Harris, Jordan,
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Wheeler, Lay, Martin, Millers Ferry, Weiss, West Point and the Mobile Delta
each had 20 or more tournament reports (Table 1). Distribution of
tournament reports across reservoirs improved significantly from last year.
A good distribution of reports provides more representative catch statistics
from which meaningful summaries can be prepared.

Of the 31 reservoirs from which reports were received, 25 had five or
more tournament reports. The following comments deal with these 25
reservoirs (Table 2). The percent of successful fishermen (those with one or
more fish) ranged from 48 at West Point to 84 at Harris. The average weight
of bass caught ranged from 1.28 at Harris to 3.44 at Eufaula (16-inch size
limit)(Table 1). The statewide average weight was 1.68 pounds and has
remained approximately the same since 1989. Catch rates ranged from 0.72
at Eufaula to 3.34 at Martin. Catch rate expressed as pounds per fisherman-
day ranged from 1.98 at Smith to 5.05 at Jordan.

Overall, Wheeler was judged the top-ranked reservoir in Alabama,
replacing Jordan from last year. The two major Alabama River
impoundments, Jones Bluff and Millers Ferry, ranked second and third, with
Jordan slipping to fourth place. However, the intent of Table 2 is not to
determine the overall "best" reservoir, but to characterize the fishery of each
reservoir. As an example, look at the rankings for Harris. It produces high
numbers of fish but of relatively low average weight. This results in a
moderate ranking for pounds per fisherman-day, the measure most
important at weigh-in. Is this good fishing? It depends on who you ask. If
you want big fish, Harris is probably not the place to go, but if you want to
catch good numbers of fish, its one of the best.

The top ranking of Wheeler in 1993 provides an interesting case study.
Fishing pressure and bass harvest on this reservoir are relatively high. This
thinning of the bass population leaves fish that are among the fattest and
fastest growing in the State. When fish hatched in years with good spawns
reach catchable size, fishing is excellent. But when the fishery is dependent
on poor spawns, fishing is poor. Wheeler ranked 1st in 1993, but 12th in
1992 and 17th in 1991. This pattern is characteristic of Tennessee River
impoundments and was responsible for the recent imposition of a 15 inch size
limit on Guntersville and Wilson. This size limit is intended to protect more
spawning fish and dampen the drastic fluctuations in fishing quality.

This pattern is not characteristic of all Alabama reservoirs. Harris (as
discussed above) produces so many small fish that growth is poor and the fish
are thin. That is the reason for the recent imposition of a 13 to 16 inch slot
limit. This limit will only function properly if fishermen reduce the number
of small fish, so that growth and condition of the remaining fish improves. In
this situation, fishermen need to harvest fish smaller than 13 inches.
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These concepts of size limits are difficult for many fishermen to
interpret because they seem contradictory. Some reservoirs do not need a
size limit. Some require a minimum size limit to protect small fish, while
others need just the opposite, a slot limit intended to increase the harvest of
small fish.

This year we have again included a graphical catch summary for each
body of water. The graphs in Appendix A provide you with a historical record
of how your favorite waters have performed in the B.A.L'T. program since
1986. A couple words of caution, these graphs are not restricted to bodies of
water with five or more tournaments. Data points for some years may be
represented by only one tournament or completely absent in some cases.
However, those situations are restricted to those waters that generally have
not been included in the quality indicator rankings. Secondly, when
comparing water bodies, be aware that the scale on the vertical axes have
maximum ranges that vary. You can use these graphs to predict 1994
fishing by looking for trends. Note how most reservoirs cycle in a fairly
regular pattern.
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Table 5. Bass eight pounds and larger from 1993 B.A.L.T.
tournament reports.

WEIGHT(LBS) DATE LOCATION CLUB
9.75 17-Feb  Eufaula B.ASS.
9.04 15-Feb  West Point Uniroyal-Goodrich
9.00 1-May Eufaula National Management Association
9.00 24-Apr Guntersville Guys and Dolls
8.88 15-Aug  Guntersville Tennessee Valley Bass Anglers
8.88 18-Apr Harris Georgia Bass Federation
8.81 12-Jan Harris Clay County Bass Busters
8.50 15-Feb  West Point Uniroyal-Goodrich
8.50 6-Nov Weiss Georgia Bass Federation
8.44 24-Apr Eufaula Bluff City Bassmasters
8.44 4-Jan Eufaula Operation Bass Inc.
8.38 13-Nov  Eufaula Georgia Bass Federation
8.31 20-Mar  Guntersville Heart of Dixie Bass Club
8.31 2-May Harris Clay County Bass Busters
8.26 8-May Eufaula Alabama Bass Federation
8.25 13-Jun Eufaula Bass Hunters of Columbus
8.19 9-Apr Wheeler Uniroyal-Goodrich
8.00 16-Jan Martin Happy Hookers
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