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2013 Statewide B.A.LT. Statistics

3.51 — Number of bass caught per angler-day
7.42 — Pounds of bass caught per angler-day
2.12 — Average weight of bass caught

189 — Hours required to catch a 5 pound bass
13.06 — Weight of the largest bass caught

22 — Number of bass 8 pounds and larger
553 — Number of bass 5 pounds and larger




Introduction & Methods

The printing of the 2013 B.A.l.T. Annual Report marks the
twenty-eighth year of the B.A.L.T. Program. The objective of the
program since its inception has been to gather information on bass
populations by combining the efforts of bass club members and state
fisheries biologists. The B.A.L.T. Program summarizes catch data on
reservoir bass populations that are collected and provided to us by
participating clubs. This information is used by state fisheries biologists
in combination with data from other sources as a basis for fisheries
management decisions. Bass anglers use the report to establish future
tournament sites, or to locate a reservoir that provides a particular type
of fishing.

Through 2013, we have summarized 13,412 tournament reports.
Anglers have spent 2,982,080 hours collecting data for this program.
They have contributed data from 752,104 bass that weighed 1,359,825
pounds.

This report also contains information related to the Alabama
Division of Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries’ Boating Access
Maintenance and Development Program which maintains 113 boating
access areas statewide. The accomplishments made by this program
during 2013 may be of particular interest to tournament bass anglers
and their organizations. In addition, details of the Angler Recognition
Program administered by the Alabama Division of Wildlife & Freshwater
Fisheries can be found here as well.

Every year, we attempt to maintain the support of the previous
year’s clubs and to enlist the support of new clubs through public
meetings, news releases and letters. Participating club officers or
tournament directors are sent the previous year’s annual report and
tournament report postcards to be completed following each
tournament. Clubs are assigned individual numbers to insure

confidentiality. As tournament cards are received, they are checked

for accuracy and entered into a computer database. Club officers are
contacted when data are suspected to be erroneous. We compile and
analyze the data following receipt of December tournament reports.
Statewide tournament results are sorted by reservoir and by club.

To rank reservoirs, five “fishing quality” indicators were used:
percent of successful anglers (percent of anglers with one or more bass
at weigh-in), average bass weight, number of bass per angler-day,
pounds of bass per angler-day, and hours required to catch a bass five
pounds or larger. Since the length of a fishing day varies between
tournaments, an angler-day is defined as one angler fishing for ten
hours. In this report, an angler-day may simply be referred to as a
“day” of fishing. A minimum of five tournaments for an individual
reservoir is considered necessary for minimum confidence in each
reservoir dataset. Reservoirs with five or more tournament reports are
ranked for each of the quality indicators. Values are assigned to each
rank and an overall rank is determined for each reservoir by summing
the values of the five quality indicators. This ranking system is intended
to be a quick reference for club tournament site selection. It does not
constitute a “best and worst” list of Alabama reservoirs and should not
be interpreted that way.

Tournament results were also broken down by month for each
reservoir with 10 or more reports. This section was intended to aid
clubs in scheduling tournaments since the quality of fishing can vary
considerably from one season to the next on any given reservoir. It
also allows anglers to better understand their chances of achieving a
particular goal (i.e., catching a big bass) on a given lake by studying in
detail how anglers performed during each month of the year. When
studying this section of the report, be aware that some months are
represented by only one tournament, which may not be a good

indicator of the overall quality of fishing during that month.

Some nice bass caught from Lake Oliver on the Warrior River.







Statewide Tournament Results

Bass clubs submitted 457 tournament reports during 2013, up
slightly from 450 in 2012 (Tables 1 and 3). Club representatives did an
excellent job filling out the cards and few reports were rejected due to
incomplete or erroneous information. We want to again, thank all of the
participants of the B.A.l.T. Program and urge them to keep up the good

work! Sixty-four clubs provided data in 2013. Ninety-seven reports from

Alabama waters were

Average catch rates in 2013 for both number (3.51) and pounds (7.42)
of bass per angler-day were similar to the record numbers of the part three
years. Compared to 2012, eight lakes improved in overall fishing success in
2013. The most notable improvements were Millers Ferry, Demopolis,
Martin, and Jones Bluff, which all moved from the bottom half into the top 10

in the overall rankings (Table 2). The average size bass caught from Lay

Lake has been on the

Alabama’s Top 10 Tournaments

received from Dr. Carl

Quertermus of the CLUB

University of West

Lee King Tournament
FLW Outdoors
Bassmaster Weekend Series

Georgia, who

summarizes tournament
FLW Outdoors

FLW Outdoors

Etowah Angler Bass Club
Senior Bass Anglers
Bassmaster Weekend Series
Alabama B.A.S.S. Nation
Clay’s Bait & Tackle

data from the Georgia
Bass Federation; and
another 20 reports were
received from Biologist
Larry Pugh, with the
Mississippi Department
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks. Without their support, several Alabama
reservoirs would not have been well represented in the quality indicator
rankings (Table 2). Once again, we must stress that reports from more
locations increase the capability of the summaries to reflect actual fish
population conditions and not just a good or poor day's fishing by one or

two clubs.

In 2013,

For Big Bass in 2013

rise since 2006,

steadily increasing
from 1.66 to 2.47

::E g gg pounds. Other lakes

Apr. 13 20
Apr. 6 18 .
Feb. 16 15 Weiss, and Wheeler
May 14 11
Jun. 28 11 )
Mar. 16 10 this area. Catch rates
Mar. 16 10
Sep. 13 10

LAKE DATE No. >5Ibs.
Eufaula
Guntersville
Wheeler
Guntersville
Martin
Guntersville
Wheeler
Guntersville
Eufaula
Pickwick

like Millers Ferry,

have also improved in

have increased by
90% on Harris since
the 2010 season.

Most tournament reports in 2013 were received from the Mobile Delta
(81), Guntersville (58), and Eufaula (51). These three reservoirs accounted
for 42% of the statewide tournament reports. Pickwick and Wheeler each
had more than 30 reports, while Logan Martin and Martin had more than 20
reports (Table 1). The other 21 reservoirs contributed only 35% of the

annual total for 2013. A good distribution of reports provides more robust

statistics from which

Alabama’s Top 10 Tournaments

tournament reports

were received from 28

bodies of water that CLUB

For Average 5-Fish Weight in 2013

LAKE

accurate summaries

can be prepared. All

DATE WEIGHT

club representatives

were fished 116,295
hours. B.A.L.T. anglers
caught 38,784 bass that
weighed 86,260 Ibs.
(Table 1). A total of 553
bass five pounds and
larger were reported for

an overall catch rate of

Alabama-Tennessee Bass Club
Lake Guntersville Bassmasters
Hillcrest Bass Club

FLW College Series

BFL Regional

FLW Tour

FLW Tour

FLW Tour

Seniors Bass Club

DeKalb Bassmasters

Wheeler
Guntersville
Guntersville
Wheeler
Guntersville
Wheeler
Wheeler
Wheeler
Millers Ferry
Guntersville

May 11
Jul. 13
May 10
May 11
Oct. 5

May 11
May 12
May 10
Mar. 23
Oct. 26

19.07 Ibs.
19.04 Ibs.
17.41 Ibs.
17.24 Ibs.
16.82 Ibs.
16.46 Ibs.
16.16 Ibs.
16.14 Ibs.
16.02 Ibs.
15.75 Ibs.

should understand
that every report is
important to the
continued success of
the B.A.L.T Program.
Of the 28
reservoirs from

which reports were

one bass five pounds or larger for every 189 hours of fishing. Tournament
anglers weighed in 22 bass eight pounds and larger in 2013. The largest
bass caught in 2013 came from Lake Guntersville and weighed 13.06
pounds. With 155 bass weighing five pounds or larger, Guntersville led this
category. Other top lakes for big bass included Wilson, Wheeler, Pickwick,
and Demopolis.

Of the 66 organizations that submitted data during 2013, nearly 50%
submitted five or more tournament reports, and 20% submitted 10 or more
reports. Eighteen contributors submitted only one report. A list of
contributing clubs for the 2013 B.A.L.T. Report is presented in Table 4.

received, 20 had five or more tournament reports (Table 1). The following
comments deal with these reservoirs, which are ranked by quality indicators
in Table 2. The percent of successful anglers (those with one or more fish)
ranged from 69% at Eufaula to 100% at Harris. The average weight of bass
caught ranged from 1.44 pounds at Harding to 3.15 pounds at Guntersville
(Table 1). Catch rates expressed as bass per angler-day ranged from 2.71
at Guntersville to 4.77 at Harris. Catch rates as pounds per angler-day
ranged from 4.94 at West Point to 10.55 at Wheeler. The statewide average

weight for bass caught on all 28 reservoirs was 2.12 pounds.



Statewide Tournament Results

Overall, Wheeler accumulated more quality indicator points (87) than
any other reservoir in Alabama, moving up one spot from its second place
finish in 2012. Millers Ferry (79), Wilson (77), Demopolis (73), and Pickwick
(70) rounded out the top five (Table 2).

Readers should note that the primary intent of Table 2 is not to
determine the overall “best” reservoir, but to characterize the fishery of
each reservoir. Anglers should first review the quality indicator that is most
important to them. The overall rating would be used to narrow choices. For
example, if an angler wanted to have the best chance to catch a bass
greater than 5 pounds, then Guntersville or Wilson would be the place to go.
Clubs interested in having all its members catch good quality stringers would
look at the pounds per angler-day rankings to find that Wheeler, and Millers
Ferry offered the best opportunity. If catching lots of bass is important, then
Harris or Wheeler might be the best destination based upon their bass per
angler-day rankings.

Bass data, as expressed in the B.A.I.T. report from reservoirs with
harvest restrictions or length limits, will be biased since the data is a function
of the restrictions. Length limits are imposed to increase the number of fish
below a minimum length or within a specified length range (slot limit) which
should eventually result in a greater supply of bass above the limit. Because
all minimum lengths and length ranges will be above the 12-inch limit self-
imposed by most tournaments, the restrictions will reduce the total harvest in
numbers and possibly pounds. However, those fish weighed in will be larger
(longer) by virtue of the minimum length (MLL) or slot limit. In the B.A.L.T.
Report, length limit lakes should rank high for average weight and near the
bottom for percent success and bass per angler-day. For instance, bass per
angler-day averaged 3.51 statewide in 2013; but Guntersville and Eufaula
averaged 2.71 and 2.75, respectively. Statewide average weight was 2.12
pounds for all reservoirs combined; but Guntersville with its 15-in. MLL
averaged 3.15 pounds. These average weights were higher primarily
because anglers must release the smaller fish due to the minimum length
limits. Length limits remained in effect during 2013 on West Point (14-inch

MLL on largemouth), Eufaula (14-inch MLL on largemouth), Demopolis (14-

inch MLL on all black bass), Little Bear Creek (13- to 16-inch slot on
largemouth), Smith (13- to 15-inch slot on all black bass), Harris (13- to 16-
inch slot on largemouth), Pickwick (15-in. MLL on smallmouth bass), Wilson
(15-in. MLL on smallmouth bass), Wheeler (15-in. MLL on smallmouth bass),
and Guntersville 15-in. MLL on smallmouth and largemouth bass); however,
some changes related to smallmouth bass took effect on the impoundments
of the Tennessee River in 2012. No more than five of the daily creel of black
bass may be comprised of smallmouth bass.

Bass fishing in Alabama has been excellent in recent years, with 2013
being among the best years reported since 1986 when B.A.L.T. reporting
began. The reported number of bass over five pounds (553) was excellent
in 2013, being exceeded by only three years during the early 1990’s.

The average number of hours (effort) needed to catch a bass larger
than five-pounds dramatically increased beginning in 1998 due to the
presence of the Largemouth Bass Virus (LMBV), and reached its peak of
837 hours the following year. Within 10 years, this figure had returned to its
pre-LMBV average of around 250 hours, and has remained consistently
good since that time. In fact, 2013 was almost identical to 1990, which was
the best year ever with anglers fishing an average of only 188 hours to catch
a bass over five pounds.

Although there have been no recent outbreaks of LMBV, there are
indications that this disease may be impacting our bass fisheries by
elevating natural mortality rates; so, please report any unusual bass die-offs
to your district fisheries office, and never move fish from one lake to another.

The graphs throughout this report provide a historical record of how
your favorite waters have performed in the B.A.l.T. Program. A few words of
caution - these graphs are not restricted to bodies of water with five or more
tournaments. Data points for some years may be represented by only a few
tournaments. However, those situations are restricted to those water bodies
that have not been included in the quality indicator rankings in Table 2. You
can use these graphs to predict future fishing by looking for trends.

Good luck fishing, and don’t forget to take a child with you and
introduce him or her to your sport. They are our future anglers and stewards
of Alabama’s resources.

Bass Over Eight Pounds from 2013 B.A.l.T. Reports

Date Organization Lake Weight

Feb. 9
Feb. 13
Feb. 28
Mar. 16
Mar. 16
Mar. 16
Mar. 23
Mar. 30

FLW Outdoors Guntersville 13.06 Ibs.
Ala.-Tenn. Bass Club Wheeler 9.25 Ibs.
Clay’s Bait & Tackle Pickwick 11.83 Ibs.
N. Ala. Tourn. Anglers Guntersville  9.06 Ibs.
Bassmaster Series  Guntersville  9.02 Ibs.
Ala. BASS Nation Eufaula 8.13 Ibs.
Bassmaster Series  Lay 9.26 Ibs.
Ala. Bass Federation Pickwick 8.25 Ibs.

Date Organization Lake Weight

Apr. 6

May 4

May 10
Jun. 15
Oct. 17
Oct. 26
Oct. 26
Dec. 14

FLW Outdoors Guntersville
FLW Outdoors Lay
Hillcrest Bass Club ~ Guntersville
FLW QOutdoors Neely Henry
Fishers of Men Pickwick
Benning Bass Club ~ Guntersville
DeKalb Bassmasters Guntersville
Winter Bass Trail Pickwick

8.44 Ibs.
8.25 Ibs.
8.06 Ibs.
9.06 Ibs.
9.19 Ibs.
8.65 Ibs.
8.00 Ibs.
10.26 Ibs.



In this section, reservoirs with at least 20 reports are discussed in
detail and often refer to the monthly tournament results listed in Table 6.
This table provides monthly catch information for all reservoirs with at

least 10 reports.

Eufaula

Fifty one (51) tournaments were reported during 2013. All twelve
months were represented by at least one report with the majority
occurring in March (19). One thousand four hundred twelve (1,412)
anglers fished for 13,849 hours to catch 3,805 bass that weighed 9,082
pounds, with an average size of 2.39 pounds. Largemouth bass made
up 86% of the total catch, while spotted bass accounted for 14%.

The quality of fishing on Eufaula has shown a pattern of
inconsistency throughout the 28 year history of BAIT reporting, and that
trend has continued into the 2010’s. However, the past five years have
offered good quality fishing compared to other reservoirs in the state.

Catch-rates declined by 20% from the previous year, but were still
well above the historical average for this reservoir. The average sized
bass (2.39 Ibs.) caught by tournament anglers was about 10% higher
than the post-LMBYV average. Catch-rates of bass larger than five
pounds were similar to that of the pre-LMBV era when anglers caught
them at a rate of one every 14 days of fishing.

Although anglers seemed to prefer fishing in March based upon
the frequency of reports submitted, June appeared to offer more
consistently good fishing. In June, anglers caught more bass in general
and caught bass over five pounds at nearly three times the rate they had

experienced in March.

Guntersville

Fifty eight (58) tournaments were reported during 2013, and most
tournaments occurred in October (17) and May (10). Two thousand one
hundred thirty three (2,133) anglers fished for 18,446 hours to catch
4,997 bass that weighed 15,720 pounds, with an average size of 3.15
pounds. Largemouth bass accounted for 96% of the total catch.

The quality of fishing at Guntersville has been steadily improving
since 1998, but the past 6 - 8 years have been particularly good. The
average size bass caught by tournament anglers has exceeded three
pounds for the second consecutive year, and has increased by nearly a
pound since 2000. Bass over five pounds were caught at a rate twice as
high as the long-term average for this reservoir. In addition, more than %
of all tournament anglers have had fish to bring to the scales.

During 2013, bass over eight pounds were caught at the highest
frequency during February and March, but bass over five pounds were
most easily caught during May and June. Catch-rates were highest in
May, measuring 3.33 bass/angler-day, which also resulted in the highest
total weights for the year at 10.5 pounds/angler-day. Percent success
was poor during the winter months averaging only 67%, and highest in

June and July when it measured 86%.

Tournament activity has increased substantially in conjunction with
the improvement in the quality of fishing, indicating that this increase in
fishing pressure has done nothing to negatively impact the fish
population. Until environmental factors cause a significant change in the
amount of grass coverage throughout the lake, fishing should continue to
be excellent.

From 1992 — 1999, nearly 385,000 Florida largemouth bass were
stocked into the North Sauty Creek area of the lake. Subsequent genetic
assessments revealed that this effort successfully introduced Florida
genes into Guntersville’s bass population. However, although
Guntersville’s bass contain roughly 30% Florida genes, preliminary
results from genetic work with angler-caught bass over 7 pounds seems
to indicate that it is the native Northern strain that is attaining the larger

sizes.

Logan Martin

Twenty three (23) tournaments were reported during 2013, and
most tournaments occurred in April (6). Three hundred forty six (346)
anglers fished for 3,159 hours to catch 1,189 bass that weighed 2,082
pounds, with an average size of 1.75 pounds. The ratio of largemouth to
spotted bass was 7:3.

As has been the case in other Coosa River impoundments, catch-
rates have declined somewhat in recent years. During the past five
years the number of bass/angler-day has decreased by 16%. However,
during this same time period, the average size bass has increased by
7%, which has resulted in a relatively stable number of pounds/angler-
day, which was 6.58 in 2013. More simply stated, anglers are catching
fewer, but larger fish in Logan Martin. One possible reason for this
change is due to the increase in catches of largemouth bass. In 2011,
2012, and 2013, largemouth bass comprised 26%, 30%, and 71% of the
catch, respectively. The number of hours required to catch a bass over
five pounds was nearly 3.5 times lower than in 2012, which was by far
the worst year for big bass since the BAIT Program began in 1986.

From 2006 - 2009, ADCNR’s Fisheries Section stocked nearly 1.2
million Florida largemouth bass into the Cropwell Creek area (Town &
Country); however, this population has not yet been examined to

determine if Florida genes are persisting in the population.

Martin

Twenty (20) tournament were reported during 2013, with the
majority occurring in February (5). No tournaments were reported from
May through July. Seven hundred twenty (720) anglers fished for 6,264
hours to catch 2,726 bass that weighed 4,895 pounds, with an average
size of 1.80 pounds. The ratio of spotted bass to largemouth bass was
9:1.

Fishing on Lake Martin was clearly better in 2013 than it has been
throughout the 28 year history of BAIT reporting. Since 2003, catch-

rates measured as bass/angler-day have been inconsistent, but



increasing steadily over time. In 2013, it was 4.35 bass/angler-day,
which was second only to 2010. The most impressive change has been
the average size of bass caught, which has increased by a half pound
since 2010. It took anglers an average of 257 hours to catch a bass over
five pounds in 2013, which was second only to 1988. Furthermore,
percent success measured 93% meaning anglers are catching more fish,
and larger fish, than in any other time during the past 28 years.

Over one million Florida largemouth bass fingerlings were
introduced into the Sandy Creek area by ADCNR'’s Fisheries Section
from 2010 — 2012. Genetic assessments have not yet been made to

determine if Florida genes have been bred into the population.

Mobile Delta

Eighty one (81) tournaments were reported during 2013, with more
than half being held from May through September (45). One thousand
eight hundred seven (1,807) anglers fished for 16,854 hours to catch
6,177 bass that weighed 9,591 pounds, with an average size of 1.55
pounds. Largemouth bass comprised 96% of the total catch.

The number of reports received this year far exceeds the number
from any previous year; in fact, it is equal to the five previous years
combined. As a result, these statistics can be interpreted with a level of
confidence not achieved in more than 10 years.

Catch-rates have been trending upward since 2007, but the
average size bass caught has remained fairly constant over time. All five
quality indicators for the Mobile Delta were above the long-term
averages, and the hours required to catch a bass over five pounds
(1,404 hrs.) was less than half of the previous year.

Hopefully, the number of tournament reports received from this
body of water will remain high so better information can be obtained to
characterize this very important fishery. For many bass anglers in the
Mobile area, this is the only large water body that is conveniently located

for tournament fishing.

Pickwick

Thirty three (33) tournaments were held during 2013, with the
majority (6) being held in October. However, tournaments were generally
dispersed evenly throughout the year. One thousand nine (1,009)
anglers fished for 8,751 hours to catch 1,216 bass that weighed 6,524
pounds, averaging 2.16 pounds apiece. Largemouth bass comprised
88% of the total catch, while smallmouth bass accounted for 7%.

Fishing on this reservoir peaked during 2009 and 2010. Since that
time, the quality of fishing has shown slight decreases each year.
Nevertheless, it remains one of the top bass fisheries in Alabama.

Since 2010, the hours required to catch a bass over five pounds
has shown steady improvements while all other quality indicators have
declined. This seems to support a theory that the hydrilla, which
expanded during the 2006-08 drought, may have created conditions that

resulted in a few strong year-classes sustaining the fishery. As these

older fish die out, the lake may be returning to a more typical population
structure.

Since tournament reports were evenly distributed throughout the
year, with an average of less than three reports per month, it is difficult to
make judgments about the seasonal fishing quality. The only thing that
appears evident, is fishing was good year-round. Throughout 2013, the
average size big bass for each month exceeded five pounds and at least

three bass over five pounds were reported every month.

Wheeler

Thirty one (31) tournaments were reported during 2013, with the
majority (11) occurring in May. One thousand two hundred forty five
(1,245) anglers fished for a total of 10,423 hours to catch 4,690 bass that
weighed 10,997 pounds. The average weight of bass was 2.34 pounds.
Largemouth bass comprised 93% of the total catch, while smallmouth
bass accounted for 5%.

After many years of marginal fishing, Wheeler began a strong
resurgence in 2012 that has continued throughout 2013. This is primarily
due to an increase in the average size of bass, which has exceeded two
pounds (2.34) for the second straight year. The abundance of larger
bass was severely impacted by LMBV in 1997, and the big bass never
seemed to return as they had in other Alabama reservoirs that were
affected. However, big bass have been plentiful during the past two
years; in fact, more bass over five pounds (66) were reported in 2013
than in any other year since the BAIT Program began. The number of
hours required for anglers to catch a bass in excess of five pounds was
101 hours, which is half the pre-LMBV average, and more than four times
lower than the post-LMBV average. Catch-rates measured as
bass/angler-day (4.50) have remained very high, being surpassed only
by Lake Harris. Wheeler also posted the highest percent success (88.8)
during BAIT Program history.

From 2000 — 2002, over 277,000 Florida largemouth bass were
stocked into the Spring Creek area of the lake. Subsequent genetic
assessments revealed that this effort had been marginally successful at
introducing Florida genes into Wheeler’'s bass population. Because of the
limited success of the first stocking, Wheeler was scheduled for a second
stocking cycle from 2012 — 2014; through the end of 2013, 733,000
Florida largemouth bass have been stocked. The target number for this
stocking is 1.2 million fingerlings. A genetic evaluation will follow the

completion of this stocking.



The Alabama Division of Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries manages
45 public reservoirs through five District Offices. Inside the front cover of
this publication, each District Office is listed along with the reservoirs within
their area of responsibility. Each reservoir is sampled on a routine basis to
monitor the population structure of its sport fish species. These samples
are conducted in a standardized manner according to the guidelines of the
Alabama Reservoir Management Manual so that changes in population
characteristics can be monitored over time. Most reservoirs are sampled
on a three year cycle and management recommendations, such as length
and bag limits, are determined from this research. There are three key
components of the fish population that biologists must characterize in order
to make these decisions; they are growth, mortality, and recruitment.
Another important non-biological element is bass harvest rates, which is
determined through the use of angler creel surveys.

These four variables ultimately determine the quality of each fishery,

but all of them are limited by the nutrient levels in each reservoir. Even

Bass are measured and weighed so that biologists can determine the
size structure of the population, growth rates, and relative condition.

with good management, reservoirs with low fertility or poor water quality

do not have the potential to produce outstanding fisheries. Depending on
the results of these investigations, some management objectives may
include the reduction of small bass through the use of slot limits, or
increasing the number of larger fish using minimum length limits, which can
also reduce the effects of variable recruitment.

A careful review of the information in this section reveals certain
fishery trends that are reflected in the tournament reporting data. For
example, reservoirs that consistently produce good numbers of trophy
bass are usually those with populations that exhibit low annual mortality
and rapid growth. Conversely, lakes that rarely produce trophy bass are

often characterized by slow growth and high annual mortality.

Alabama Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries biologists conduct a standardized
electrofishing sample at Lake Jordan on the Coosa River.

Complex statistical models are developed from these variables that
are used to predict how fish populations might respond to changes in the
length or bag limits imposed on each reservoir. Over time, these model’s
predictive ability can be validated by comparing the predicted effects to the
actual fishery responses to the changes in harvest restrictions. In general,
harvest restrictions have miniscule impacts unless the rate of fishing
mortality approaches or exceeds that of natural mortality because there is
little biological justification for protecting fish that are dying primarily of
natural causes. Since bass harvest in Alabama is generally very low, few
reservoirs have restrictive length limits at this time. However, routine
monitoring of bass populations will allow changes in harvest restrictions to

be made whenever necessary.

Cross-section of an otolith from a 16 year old largemouth bass. Dark
bands are formed in winter when cold temperatures reduce growth.



Growth

One of the three most important objectives of fisheries biologist’s
assessment of a fish population is to determine the growth-rates for the
fish being studied. There are many factors that can affect the rate at which
fish grow. The most important are prey abundance, size, and nutritional
value; and of course, the number of other fish competing with them for
those food resources. Other factors include the age and health of the fish,
water temperature, and water quality. Obviously, these variables do not
remain constant over time, so the assessment represents a snapshot in
time and can vary depending upon when the samples were obtained.

Biologist’s determine fish’s growth-rates by measuring their lengths
at each age represented in the sample. This is done by examining the
fish’s otoliths, which are free-floating bones in the inner ear that form
growth-rings similar to those that are visible on the top of a tree stump.
These rings are formed because calcium is deposited at a constant rate no
matter how fast the fish is growing. During winter, when the fish is not
actively growing, the calcium is deposited in a more concentrated area,
and leaves behind a ring once the fish’s growth-rate increase as water

temperatures become warmer. Using this technique, biologist’s can easily

determine the amount of annual growth since birth, or between two given
years.

In Alabama, largemouth bass rarely exceed 10 years of age, and
relatively few of the fish in these samples include fish greater than 5 years
old. In warmer climates, bass grow faster but do not live as long as fish in
colder climates. Additionally, a biologist’s ability to impact the size
structure of a fish population through the use of length limits is most easily
measured by examining the population characteristics of fish that are
about to enter the fishery (i.e. those fish becoming available for harvest).
Given all of these factors, a good benchmark for the growth-rates of most
Southeastern bass populations is the average length of bass at three
years of age, which is usually 12 -14 inches. The bar chart below
illustrates the results of these studies on the reservoirs that were sampled
by Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries biologists during Spring 2013.

In order to make good management decisions, growth-rates of bass
populations are classified as slow, moderate, or fast. However, it should
be noted that growth-rates are only one piece of the fish production puzzle
and must be complimented by other desirable population characteristics in

order to produce high quality fisheries.

Total Length of Largemouth Bass at Three Years of Age

SLOW
GROWTH

Aliceville

Big Creek
Cedar Creek
Demopolis
Eufaula®
Frank Jackson
Gainesville
Harding

Lay

Neely Henry
Upper Delta
Wilson

MODERATE
GROWTH

FAST
GROWTH

13.0

11.0 115 120 125

135 140 145 150 155 16.0

Total Length (Inches)

*Fish ages were not determined so this statistic could not be calculated



Mortality

The second of the three most important objectives in fishery
assessments is to determine the mortality rate for the population. Mortality
is the death of fish, which can be caused by a wide range of things that
include both natural causes, and fishing-related causes. In this section, it
is total annual mortality that will be discussed; however, separating natural
mortality from fishing mortality is an important step in good fisheries
management. Determining the fishing-related component of mortality is
the most important, and most difficult, task that a fisheries biologist faces.
Documenting the number and size of fish being harvested by anglers is
relatively easy to do using angler interviews, but understanding how many
fish die following tournaments or catch-and-release is a much more difficult
task.

The most common way that biologist's determine the mortality rate
of a fish population is to measure the rate of decline in the number of fish
represented in each age group in the collection. For example, from a
collection of fish with a mortality rate of 50%, you might expect to see a
decline similar to this: Age-1 (100 fish), Age-2 (50 fish), Age-3 (25 fish),
Age-4 (13 fish), Age-5 (6 fish), Age-6 (3 fish), Age-7 (2 fish), Age-8 (1 fish).

In Alabama, typical annual mortality-rates for largemouth bass range
from 35% to 45%, but can vary considerably from one year to the next.
Only a small percentage of bass in Alabama populations live to exceed 10
years of age. Typically, less than 1% of bass collected in a standardized
reservoir sample will exceed 10 years of age. Even in populations with
very low mortality-rates, this figure is usually less than 3%.

Minimum length limits are a management tool often considered by
biologists if mortality-rates are high; however, they are only effective if a
large portion of the total annual mortality can be attributed to fishing-
related causes. Limiting angler harvest cannot reduce bass mortality from
natural causes.

The chart below reflects the total annual mortality rates of
largemouth bass populations sampled during Spring 2013. Biologists’ use
this information to help guide them to make management decisions in an
effort to improve the quality of fishing. A reduction in mortality-rates
following the enforcement of a length limit is an indication that this
management action has had a positive influence on the population.
Obviously, if fishing-related mortality is low, then length limits will do little to

improve the quality of a fishery.

Total Percent of the Largemouth Bass Population
That Die Annually

LOwW
MORTALITY

Aliceville

Big Creek
Cedar Creek
Demopolis
Eufaula®
Frank Jackson
Gainesville

Harding

Lay

Neely Henry
Upper Delta
Wilson

HIGH
MORTALITY

MODERATE
MORTALITY

10 20 30

Annual Mortality (%)

*Fish ages were not determined so this statistic could not be calculated



Recruitment

The final critical objective in fishery assessments is to determine
recruitment of the population into the fishery. This is generally defined in
two ways: 1) the number of fish surviving to reach one year of age, or 2)
the number of fish surviving to reach harvestable size. The firstis
important because fish that do not reach 3 to 3 %z inches before their first
winter are less likely to survive to the following spring. The second is
important because it is a measure of the percentage of fish that reach
sizes large enough to be caught or harvested by anglers. Recruitment can

be impacted by density-dependent and/or density-independent factors.

Density-dependent factors include population size, fish size and growth
characteristics, reproductive fertility, cannibalism, disease, predation, and
competition for food. Density-independent factors are non-biological in
nature and may include floods, droughts, temperature extremes, excessive
wind, and pollution.

Obviously, all of these factors can influence one another and may
vary considerably over time. Although it is the biological and
environmental interactions that have the greatest impact, exploitation (fish
removed from the population by angling) can also influence the recruitment

potential of a population.

Number of One Year Old Largemouth Bass Caught
Per Hour of Electrofishing

LOW |
RECRUITMENT

Aliceville

Big Creek
Cedar Creek
Demopolis
Eufaula*®
Frank Jackson
Gainesville
Harding

Lay

Neely Henry
Upper Delta
Wilson

MODERATE
RECRUITMENT

HIGH
RECRUITMENT

Catch Per Hour of Electrofishing

*Fish ages were not determined so this statistic could not be calculated
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50



Abundance

Another important population variable is the abundance of catchable
sized fish in the population. Actual abundance is determined by a wide
range of things, which may include survival during critical phases of life,
habitat suitability, water quality, fertility, water productivity, competition with
other fish, predation, or disease. However, it is also important to
remember that a biologist's assessment of overall abundance is
determined from electrofishing samples that are a snapshot in time and
may be influenced by temporary environmental conditions during the

sample period. Muddy water can prevent a biologist from seeing fish

beneath the surface while electrofishing, cold fronts may cause fish to
move away from the shoreline, aquatic weeds can hinder their ability to
see or capture fish that would ordinarily be collected, fish may be deeper
than the reach of the electrical field in extremely clear water, etc. All of
these things have the potential to bias estimates of abundance.

The number of 8-12 inch fish collected per hour of electrofishing is a
general indicator of overall population abundance. In Alabama, the
majority of samples, statewide, fall within the 11 — 26 fish per hour range.
The chart below illustrates these values for samples conducted on public

reservoirs during Spring 2013.

Number of 8 - 12 Inch Largemouth Bass Caught by Electrofishing

LOW
DENSITY

Aliceville

Big Creek
Cedar Creek
Demopolis
Eufaula
Frank Jackson
Gainesville
Harding

Lay

Neely Henry
Upper Delta
Wilson

MODERATE
DENSITY

HIGH
DENSITY

50

Catch Per Hour of Electrofishing

12



SUONE|NJ|ED 9SBY) W) PAPNIOXS S1om SpJodal aj|dwiodul,

moj Ajleoyie ale senjea esal ejep Buissiw o} enp,

sinoy Q| 1oy Buiysyy Jsjbue auo se paulep s Aep e,

6l 681 (4 16°¢ 1928 06’y [44 €99 r4%4 09298 16 o'l Sy GG ¥8.8¢€ G629LL GOV 128 LLoclL 1Sy |ejol pueig
'L 98'c 0000k L9¥ 0 0 €61 [4°) 00l .2 0L [AVA] 000l L l S8jeA
ce 0ce v6'v 8€'¢€ 92’88 0s'v 0 L 9L 9011 16 9G. 6€cc 8°0¢ £'88 YAZ4 9l Julod 1se M\
6 16 606 {04 118 8¥'G 0 0c va'c 6961 86 L8 €0 1’16 8.8 9912 G'qs8 1°,8 962 vl UOS|IM
(013 10l Gs'0l 01°h74 8°88 99'G l 99 ve'e L6601 86 [ 0¢ 6°C6 069Y  €¢v0ol 989 888 174" X% 19193y
Ll (A" 60°L 8¢€'¢ €0'68 LA 0 9l oL'e 1€61 96 00 00 000l 26 1€.¢ 0'9¢ 0S8 145 Sl EEIEAVY
’ 96 10°¢ 8L'L6 : Go'L st ’ 6 90¢€ 2’88 2’6 e l JouIe
89 089 92’9 9€'¢e 19798 89V 0 ol 98’1 96y (0]0] 00 8°9L c'ee ¥8¢¢ €089 8¢ 998 19, L ypiws
L €Ll Sy'L 66°€ /18°/8 €99 14 €L 91'¢ Y259 86 (A LY ¢'88 9Lcl 1G/8 L &A% 6°.8 6001 €e AOIMMOIH
87 8¥ Ve L €L'¢e 8C°/8 14k 74 l vl v6°L LL6v 16 00 009 (N0} 4 8¢G6¢ 1829 A4 €/8 789 Ll KiusH AjgaN
6gl /18€1 GS'9 8G°¢€ ¢9'68 86'¢C 0 4 €8’ 8561 86 ’ ’ 0401 0662 ¥'Ge G'g8 65¢€ 1 1IIBYININ
el 4" 6€'6 (17474 22’68 916 0 9l 60°C €061 66 0lL6 8202 L'¥9 2’68 [4%4 L Aued sis|IN
orlL 144" 69°G 19°€ 10°€8 Sy'e 0 cl oo 16G6 16 00 % G'G6 L/19  ¥9891 V1S 0'€e8 1081 18 ejed allqoN
9C 192 28’L 19 4 26'26 ey 0 14 08’L G68Y 86 00 068 oLl 9¢/lc 929 G'es 6°¢6 0cL 0c unep
€9 [A%°) 699 9.'¢€ 98'/8 90y 0 S Gl 280¢ 96 00 98¢ VL 6811 651E [SNA4 6°.8 9ve €C ey uebo
e 9¢ee €0'8 gze reL 08’6 4 ¥4 VA XA cocy 66 00 068 oLl 6691 0€cs 1'9¢ Vel [4%°) Ll Ke
LGl 4512 JANVA €8°¢ €0°06 (444 0 4 6L 6¢cc 96 00 C'v6 8'G 6511 ¥20¢ 9% 006 L€€ €l uepior
€c [A%4 9L 16'€ L¥'68 89 0 € 6L 0€s G6 00 cclL 8.2 9.2 969 €18 g'68 9/ ] jnig ssuor
LL 0LL €0'L L'y 0000L 88°€¢ 0 l A" 66Y (0]0] ’ ’ 6€€ 0LL 6°99 0001 8 ] SlleH
8 €8 29’8 1.'C €. 1G9 €l S]] gL'e 0c2lSl 96 10 44 1’96 l66v  9v¥8l YA €/LlL e€ele 89 8J|IAsIBUND
V'S €2'¢ €L'¢CL : 69°L €9l 96 162 o174 L'CL €e l 9JliAsaulen
6.°G v.'€ 98'GL 05’¢ 0 0 oo 6cl €6 €8 c¢ac (2174 6°GL 6¢ 4 uos)oef yuel4
vl (54" 999 Gl¢ 99°89 €28 l 16 6€°C 2806 16 00 8¢l 2’98 G08E  6¥8¢El L'€C 989 454" A} ejnejn3
Zl aclh V., ¥6'¢ 1€°26 LYy 0 14 161 8.¢ 86 00 1’8 €16 6l 88Y 008 €76 4] ] sllodowsQ
: 129 €6'¢ 11°G8 G9'¢c 0 0 09'L Ge (0[0] ’ [44 99 [AVA] 1G98 L l 9||IA890D
vl 9€l 69°G 9%’'¢ 0000l O€¥ 0 l 29l 9. (0]0] 00 0'se 099 VAZ 9€l 8°0¢ 000l €l 4 auloqgie|p
lC 99¢ G9'G 16°¢ 09'L6 81'G 0 14 vyl 0€9 96 9eYy Sl g'ey 9'l6 Lel 8 BuipseH
102 9L €€'8G 82°C 0 0 4% 0¢ (0]0] 00 00 0001 vl 96 €8 €89 cl 4 yeau) Big
A7) Ly 18°/8 96'¢C 0 0 99’1 9¢€e 0ol sl 69¢€ G'88 8°/8 A7 4 peayyueg
=3 I3 5] D > 2 W W = ] S S S o = =2 2% 5
o 7 o 8 o o -29 Zg o o g 53 e 3 D =3 g = o = S o m o = L =
35 338 o e %2 & 3 3 2 g &= 3 & g 8 & gz a =8 % 3
a8 o 2 e 4 § 3 o < o 22 3 e 5 ¢ - %55 Za & 3
8 2 o < o 7 55 55 ® o S8 = 0 5 g © 59 a ®
S S ) o S : et o ® o > @ = @ £ £ @
o S Ey 8 @ S N =

‘wesbold 1'1'y'g €102 @Y} ul Bunedionied sqnjo sseq Joj sjuswieulno} Jo Alewwns spimalels || a|qel

13



¥4 ej|aQ 8lIqoN ueplor julod 1s8 M\ 9||IAsIBIUND Buipsey e|nejn3g 0c
8¢ IIPYOHIN ejleq 9|IqoN Buipsey e|nejn3 julod 1S9\ Aen 6l
8z ynws IIPYOUN ejjaQ 9|Iqo\ fen suieH 8||IAsIaIuUND 8l
8z ui0d 1S9\ suieH ynws ynws ejled aJIqoN ejleqd aJIqoN Ll
8¢ uely uebon B [IPYOHIN Julod 1Is9M\  uely uebon SSI9 M 9l
(87 BuipieH uely uebo e|nejn3 SSI9 M uepy lIPYOHIN Gl
% ejnejn3 AusH AgaN  umdepy uebo [IPYOUIN SN HIVES vl
op KiuaH AjpeN Julod 1S9\ suieH ejleqg 9lIqoN ynws UOS|IA el
VA% SSION BuipieH SSIOM AusH AjpaN un|g sesuor AlusH AjpaN AN
61 ueplor uiep AlusH AjpaN uie\ uebon ueplop uiJe\ uebon LL
LS Aeq Aeq uepJiopr uepJiopr AusH Aj@aN MOIMYOId ol
GS sLeH ynig sesuor NOIMYOId Buipiey sljodowaq Iod 1S9\ 6
L9 9|IASIBIUND SSIOM yn|g ssuor sljodowaq Adla4 sI9|IN NETEETIRYY 8
€9 yn|g sasuor e|neyng sljodowaq yn|g ssuor SSION Adla4 sI9|IN /
19 uieiy Auia 4 siajiiN uep AOIMMOId AOIMMOId 3nig ssuor 9
0. OIMMOId sljodowaq Aeq UOS|IAA UOoS|IAL uepJop S
€/ sjjodowsa( OIMYOId a||IASIBIUND) uiepy NETEETIRYY Buipiey ¥
1/ UOS|IAM\ BETEETINYY UOS|IAA Adla4 sI9|IN e|nejng sljodowaq e
6. Au1a4 si9IN UOS|IM\ Auia4 si9IN BETEENITY Aeq uien Z
/8 SETEETINYY a||IASIBIUND NETEETINYY suIeH a||IASIBIUND suieH L
anjea EIENYe) "sq| G < sseg Aeq-19|buy Aeq-io|buy UEIEIY $$900Ng yuey
Jad sinoH Jad spunod Jad sseg sseg abelony juaolad

‘wesbold "1°1'v'g €10 2y Ul spodal Jusweudno) aow o SAl} YUIM SIIOAISSaI [|e o} siojedipul Ajijenb Ag Bunjuey ‘g ajgel

14



suolje|nNojed 9say) WoJ) PAPN|OXa 1M spiodal a)a|dwodul,
Mo Ajletoyie aie senjea aseuy} elep Buissiw o} enp,

sinoy Q1 Joy buiysyy Js|bue suo se paulep si Aep e,

g LG c0'S LGV L9799 €9°G 0 I 0ce 9¢ 00l 00 00 0'001 8 LG 00 199 9 I Ge
G ¥S €96l L09 90L6 699 0 g 8G°¢ 144 00l v'e 00 9.6 S9l cle 1'L6 L'.6 ve I ve
€l Gel 0€'8 6v'c  /86L. 89G 0 oL 8ec  8lLLI 86 ’ ’ ’ 0L¥ LyEL  TVE 6'6.L 6l 6 €e
0¢ 161 L9, 6L'c €268 L0L b 142 ov'e Glle 66 ’ ’ ’ 088 LG/¢ 08¢ a8 Gee [4 [43
14 oy or'8 8L'e /819 €29 0 8¢ 1°X4 GE6 96 ’ ’ ’ vSGe (422 A % % 6'19 6¢l I 33
88'G ¢9€e  G86L Gy 0 0 €91 100k 86 ’ ’ ’ Sl9 10LL  6°0€ 8'G. L0C bl 0€
9¢ 19¢ €99 89c  ¥898  LZ'G 0 I 08’} 6€C 86 ’ ’ ’ €el 19¢ 0'0S 8'98 8¢ 4 6¢
L1°G vLe 26°L6 98¢ 0 0 8€’L 8¢€¢C ¥6 ’ ’ ’ ¢l 09y 8'sy 6°L6 8y 8 8¢
98°.L 6.'¢c L908 ’ ' ' ¢8'Cc  €8€E ' ’ ’ ’ locL  voevy L9l 08 8€S 9 Le
8Ll v8lLl 8y o'e 8lL€6 86¢C 0 L ov'L v.S L6 ’ ’ ’ (3% 1£°1%° 6°L€ (A% cel €l ¢
Ll 80vL  v.'9 89c 098 8€YV 0 I €8l 676 ' ’ ’ ’ 81§ 80vL  L'vE G'/8 9Ll ¥ G¢
g 341 000L 06¢c 6¥EL €29 0 €l 9G¢ 799 98 ’ ’ ’ 65¢ ¥99 0'€s G€L €8 14 ve
G ¥S LLLL €9v €€'€8 /86 0 [4 €5¢ 9zl 00} 00 ool 0'06 0S 801 €'¢e8 €'¢e8 ¢l } €c
Ll §9L Gl¢k v¥29 G966 166G 0 } S6°L 10C 0ol 00 9'Gl v'v8 €0l Gl 9¢8 L'S6 €¢ 4 (44
Ll LLL S6'LL  60F 89€L 9CG 0 L c6'e ¥0C 66 V'L €y 9'88 0. LLL L'€L L'€L 6l b 74
€l vEl 899 Lge  6SLL  9LG 0 cl voc 1.0l 16 8l €1l 0°L6 12§ clol 6'6¢ 9LL VLl b 0¢
6 16 Y.L €l'c  €L¢9 <06 € oL y9'€ c0. 0ol ’ ’ ’ €61 806 Lce 129 oLl b 6l
102 ¥y G6'8L 0G¢ 0 0 ve'l L0} 00!} ’ ’ ’ 69 cslh ¥'89 6'8L 6l } 8l
514 6¥¢ €5°¢ oe’L  880€ 1€L 0 € cle 164 16 00 4] 8'v6 16 8. 0'se 6°0¢ 89 } Ll
8 8. €20l 68¢ 82098 829 0 9 €9¢ 414 66 00 8'0S 414 €8l VA4 809 €98 1S 4 9l
9 ¥9 v0'9 lGe  Ov'i8  16€ 0 9 ¢l 474 16 ’ ’ ’ GEL G8e 8'8y v'i8 114 8 Gl
8 8 or'8 6.¢ 1606 L6V 0 oL cce 069 00!} 6'¢ 0ce L9 Le 1c8 8'6¢ 6°06 88 €l 14
8 ¥8 L0'6 /8¢ 0006 199 0 0c G€'Cc  vesi 66 ’ ’ ’ 059 0891  O'lv 0'06 (24 } €l
V'S L9€ 09°¢€6  €¥E 0 0 8yl 129 86 ’ ’ ’ (3014 9€clL  9'9¢ G'c6 €cl L 4%
44 6l¢ 9€'G 08c 89V, vy 0 9 6L €0. 86 9'6 90 8'68 L9€ LLEL Ll LY. 8g| cl bl
S cs 0c’LlL  9cv 1908 L¥V'S 0 6l €9¢ vl 66 00 Lol 6'68 1444 v66 L'6S L08 6Ll 6 oL
474 cly cc8 LLe G898 099 l oL ¢c’e 68¢e 66 00 G'l6 g8 0esL  Lely v'6s 6'98 c0S € 6
59 99 €€°9 8e’e  €€/.8 096G 0 oL 181  680¥ 00!} 00 L'9L €¢c ¢8le 6SY9 C8¢ €'/8 9c. 14 8
L9 ¥.9 06’ L9C 0008 cl'€ 0 l vl €9¢ vS 00 L'Se evL 08l v.9 8¢l 008 08 oL L
SlL'e 00c 000L 0S¢ 0 0 8L 44 LS ’ ’ ’ 142 0L 0ol 0'0L oL } 9
¢l 9Ll L8 6v'e G6GL G9G 0 154 16’ G¥ee 16 ’ ’ ’ €€6 9/9¢  L'vv 6°G. 16¢ Gl S
9l 091 G8'8 €€€ 6989 6.8 8 cL 99'¢c  1lc0k 66 10 8¢ ¢96  0¥8E 9gSlLL  €6¢ 989  c¢vvl 9 14
oy 00¥ 209 oL'e 1968 98°G l 4 v6'l 168¢ 00!} ’ ’ ’ 68l 0087y  v'8¢C G'68 98y S €
S9'Y le'e 1928 6v¢C 0 0 Wl cle 68 00 Lel €98 444 129 '8¢ Le8 GL oL 4
Sl Svll L0°G ¢9c  ccv. 68¢ 0 L ¥6'L 185 16 00 L'18 €8l 00¢€ Syl v'ee [AZ3 8cl cl b
o o T i T o > 2 W W = ® U 2 2 2 o = =2 =8 % z S Z -
o ® ot =3 ° -2 9 =g o) o) g = e 3 D =3 Q = o =1 S o Q = L =
8% 88 » % ¢ ¢ § & ¢ ¢ 85 5 & 3 8 ¢ & =& % 3
a8 oz ¢ g 2% § & 5 < o 22 2 g 2 ° 2 2 zg & 3
58 &3 & < 2 @ 55 5 3 c &8 = ] = g 4 %8 ) @
TS5 Op ) » ; ; & o ® o > @ = @ s s @
o S Ey 8 s @ a N <

‘weibold "1°1'V'g €102 @y} ul Bunedioned sqnjo sseq Joj Alewwns jusweuino] ‘¢ a|gel

15



suolje|nNojed 9say) WoJ) PAPN|OXa 1M spiodal a)a|dwodul,

Mo Ajletoyie aie senjea aseuy} elep Buissiw o} enp,

sinoy Q1 Joy buiysyy Js|bue suo se paulep si Aep e,

6l 681 (A 1L9°¢ 1928 06'v [44 €6S [4%4 09298 16 0l Sy G'JS v¥8.8¢ 6G629LL GSOF 128 LLogL LSY |ejol pueio
S 1€9 ¢8'9 c8'¢c 09°¢6 00°'S 0 14 6.1 GG/l1 001} €86 /.G 0,€ 9'¢6 16¢ cl 99
[ ¢l €89 : 0L € 19 168¢€ 0.9 1'9¢ 129 0¢ g9
€ e €09 45 96°G8 €8'v l 69 €61 /8001 6 90 7’9 1'€6 61259 17291 8'8¢C 098 ¢991 16 9
1€ 90¢ 16°L GeY GG'€6 9¢'¢e 0 l €8l 14744 86 eel 90¢ ¢yl g'c6 1€ 3 €9
686 [0 4 128 €9y 0 0 6C'¢C 691 00} 174 |YA% '39 V8 6l l 29
9l 091 €C'6 6% 0S°/8 1274 0 l 0cc 8yl 66 /19 091 Gg'c9 Gg'/8 9l l 19
Gl Gl ¢c ol 36’7 1028 ov'y 0 14 G0'¢ 0€9 66 10€ 919 Vil 0'/8 yyA 9 09
[} 0€S 799 ¥8'¢ 0S'v6 vev 0 4 /181 628 86 Sv 96 668 197474 0S¢l c'¢cS g'v6 601 cl 69
1C 19¢ g8’/ 1€ 1682 16V 0 4 lL'e 6l¥ 00} 9/ 00 ¥'c6 861 €eq 6389 98/ 99 14 8G
9l oGl ¢l'9 Gg8'¢ 9138 [ 4 0 14 Gl ocy 86 : : ove 29 [ora 4 G'38 8/ 8 1S
0c 361 199 €e'e 1606 14874 0 l 86°1 el 00} 99 861 l'cc 6°06 [44 ¢ 9g
cl Gel 299 68°C 8022 38'G l 44 6C'¢C 2961 88 868 962 1°'G¢ | AVA 9¢e 4% Gqs
! ve/l Gl'¢ 60'88 ! €61 G081 9¢6 1531 74 8'0L 188 11¢C 6 S
GO'LL 0¥'9 00001 99¢ €0.L 00} ¥9¢ ey 6°06 0°001 Gqs 4 €3
geel ¥e'Sq 6£'G6 119 0 0S¢ (ST 4% 86 cll) 9l€e ov. 'G6 4574 9 ¢S
g VA4 1121 VAh4 3168 69 l €e 08¢ Z361 16 60. ¢SS 9'lL 2’68 61 6 1S
*14 VA4 €8'G 3C'¢ Ggl'es L'y 0 ¢ 8.1 4% 74 16 eve vl gee 1'€8 68 4% 0S
9 o1 Sv'clL 4R 4 Gg3'¢8 (AVA 0 61 69°¢C G/€1 00} 119 GoL1L 009 8'¢8 oclt 4 6V
(%174 [*1%14 68°G 8/°¢ 0¢'06 186 0 l 9G'1 G8¢ 66 €8l agsy v'6C ¢'06 1S l 15174
18 308 1WA v’y 1998 Y 0 l 191 6.S 68 09¢ 808 8'/9 198 06 14 VA4
36 ¢86 VASWA 174 G198 g8y 0 14 99°) 160€ 16 €981 12C6¢€ 90, 198 [42174 VA (614
(0174 66¢ G6'9 (04 G6'82 61°G 0 cl €l S TA% 00} Q¢61 38/¥% a'v9 6'8. (4%} 3 174
9/, 00'S 0000} cL'e 0 0 qg'L Z¢8l 00} AN’ vee 9'v8 0°001 9¢ l 144
16°¢ 60°¢C ¢l'/8 90V 0 0 691 (XA 66 8y ¢S0c V' vS 118 vil l (9974
9¢ 79¢ €.'S 69°¢C 0,96 VA4 0 14 elLec 1423 €6 16€ e[ 4" 9/l 196 16 4 474
39 G/9 [ A 9LV 0008 90°'S 0 l 08’} G0S 6 18¢ G/9 c'ey 008 06 l (54
¢e9 4474 €e'€6 3G°¢ 0 0 eVl 9/ 00} €g ocl €'ee €'¢6 Gl l (0)4
9 29 3.6 [rA4 37’18 61°G l ol 0occ €09 16 29¢ 919 6'9% g8 18 9 6¢
9 89 09°LL 00’ 0000, /69 l S [49%4 9¢ee 66 00 00 0001 Syl 06¢ 089 0001 (14 4 8¢
: : €6’V 88C 1198 14 4 0 0 [y €9¢ 00l : : : cle 9¢€/ 9Ll 898 89 € 1€
199 g9'¢ €2'69 oS’y 0 0 6¥'¢ L 6 00 00 0001 1€ Ll 1'€ec 2’69 el l 9¢
c® o5 3 5 sS@8 Fg o o g - §& F 8 g %z z 23 By 2 39
58 58 2 g mdg @ 3 5 2 & 3z 3 &g 3 &8 8 & Za 3 3
S 9 - @ aQ 23 g = = @ o o = 2 o 5] 1) - S0 - 0 Q e
- 2 2 ¢ § ¢ 358 § § s z g %2 5 °
T = SH ) ® - i i & S ® o = @ = 2 s s @
V] <o Ex % 7] " Py w =

‘PIUCY ‘¢ 3|qel

16



2G86-298-1G¢ ydnoy us|ly 9¢v9e A4 uommalg IS lemos LelL AoebaT ‘yinos eweqely NOS
2G86-298-1G¢ ydnoy usjly 9¢v9e N4 uommaig IS lemos LelL yinos eweqely NO4
¥9G¢-€02-0L¢ Jojke || Gecocy  AM uojusg sueT s|quey 0¢ INO JBISBYAM 83eT ulunol TS
68G1-¢G¢-0L¢ AejsusH Aosen Gecocy  AM uojusg sueT s|quey 0¢ SJ00pINO M4
¥9G¢-€02-0L¢ Jojke ) Gecocy  AM uojusg aueT s|quen (g VUBIBJUOY UIsiseaynoS Bulysly 869100 M1
¢6G1-¢G¢-0L¢ lojke] |ig Gecocy  AM uojusg sueT s|quey 0¢ M4
G9/€-8G8-v€E uinjoQ Aor cryoe N4 ejeloj4 1S eluobag 1122 [ooyos ybiH euol4
¢LSy-€vC-G0¢ uostueH Apor 0815¢ N4 JOLIBM G81 Xog Od Jno| sseg sjlysid
904/-198-1G¢ ydnoy us|ly 9¢r9e N4 uommaig ‘PH lIBMOS L2/LL ‘EBIV UINOS - USIA JO siaysid
Y0¥ .-GGv-1GC J9||IN suken ¢1G9¢ N4 ewnsjes "I euojddieg 999 |led| JaAs4 N ysid
10G¥-10€-9G¢ llemsog 1960y €095¢ N4 Jnedsg MS Ia Aequipm 9-1.06 sajo|yy uensuyD Jo diysmojjed
J8930NL ppoL crGese N4 uojsiueg N €} AMH 16601 an|D ssegq ayeked

9090-¥58-62¢ 0J2ES o1y LG86E VO Sauleg Ho4 ‘Ut peaymolly Q¢ [ledL sseg enejny
86/.¢-91G-9G¢ suaydas pineq ¥065€ N4 uspspeg pPd ydunyd ¢ L an|D ssegq Jo|buy yemol3
012¥-109-G0¢ JUlleXS Yies €905¢ N4 audw3 peoy abpry sdiliiud 9vS sto|Buy sseg Ja¥[ep Jse
12¢/€-66G-1G¢ [8Yydo'Y 1sauig 1/G9¢E N4 puejeies 1S sluuz ¢¢i lledL sseg aixiq
¥869-966-9G¢ SulAs|g uelS 196S¢ v auked 14 3N g uosispuy 601G slejsewissed qexed
0€0¢-18¢-90¢ usping peyd €/16¢ v aliiAssniL aueT BulieH 0268 slojsewsseqg uew|ind
€v/,/-€99-1GC laysa|4 Aa|sopm 28G9¢ v 9I0poay L ‘PY ejnobessed PO 9118 slojsewsseg enoueal)
9669-919-v€€ plemoH wir 1209¢ v g|neing ‘PH OIIN 8AId LOS sisjsewsseq Al ynig
990€-2¢G-90¢ uur] sy LLLSe v E[[eQdN Jg suuelg ¥8.¢l slejsewsseq weybuiwig
€10€-G09-1G¢ yuoms|3 Apuy 8099¢ v 9|Iq0N ‘PY Swelip Jouue] 0068 llel sseg Janry Big
16G6-€02-0L¢C BYMOIN HEN Gecocy  AM uojusg sueT s|quey O¢ |euolbey 149
€€19-012-0L¢ [suus4 [slueqg Gecocy  AM uojusg sueT s|quey O¢ uoIsiAg eweg 49
€198-911¥-¢99 Sewoyl yies 8¢88¢ SN sluusQg I 40 8¢1 sta|Buy sseq juouwleg
G20€e-1€6-1G¢ Hauseg sor 19G9¢ v S|epsyaqoy 18 'PY '0D 0996¢ slejsewsseq ealy Aeg
¢6¥9-21G-9G¢ sauses|\ Aoop GY9G¢€ v ualif 2L AMH 0625 BlWeqe|y YLON Jo sisjsewsseq
¢€99-0€2-9G¢ Imepauag Ajll ¢lose v susyly Gy X0g Od  AIQ YINOS-TV SBLSS PUSSd ) J8jsewsseg
¢€99-0€2-9G¢ Imepauag Aliig ¢lose v susyly Gy Xog Od (3se3-N1) seles pusseap) Jejselsseq
90¥0-¢€2¢-9G¢ [lBminog ueny ¢lose v susyly Gy Xog Od SSLISS puSMSdN) I9)Sewsseyq
1009-0€2-95¢ uspeg epuewly ¢lose v susyly Llg Xog Od Ajuewiny Joj jelgeH SUOSaLUIT/SUBUYY
€€Cr-¢98-10¥ suljjo) uodesqg 06c0c VO auoIk| sueT aisuy /91 2l "NQ siejbuy sseg ueduawy
€10€-G09-1G¢ JUEID Ulqoy G699¢€ B\4 9|Iq0N aAlQ ual9 AedueA ¥ELZL qn|O sseg siopessequiy
1€GG-¢9/-1€6 SpJemp3 ueyjeuor Yov8¢ NL Bingeouaime I3 spiemp3 G qniO sseg NL- 1V
GEL¥-10C-vEE modieds wip 1909¢ i\4 allinjeld G8 peoy Aunog €9zl uofjelspa4 sseg eweqely
¥129-¢86-0G8 uopliog Weljiipm 9¢cse B\4 weyBuiwg 921D M4 609 UofleN 'S'S'v'g eweqely
00¥1L-1LG¥-G02 SN0y >CCr_Oﬁ 0L2se v alepuod| peoy poomsiuels) 000G SJ0)oejuo) |elsuss) JO UONBIOOSSY eweqely
8/28-619-9G¢ usuuelg uyor ¢lose B\4 susylyy Gy Xog Od Iled| sajdno) vay
Y¥6.-8.9-G0¢C uouueys Awy pue e FA4%°1 B\4 RalLlS aAuQ Aingpoon 89 sa|dno) ewedqely [euUsD vaY
auoyd aAljejuasalday |pod diz ajels \ﬁ_o Ssalppy aweN gqn|D

"poday [enuue *1'|'y'g €10z U} Buoddns sqniy  ejqeL

17



0£G8-79¢-502 welo yor  99¥se IV opio9 0lz xog ‘O'd "UsSSy suewlsysl4 sseg eweqely 1S9
Z£95-0£2-962 mepsueg AIng  ZL9se IV susyly 1S UOSIBYSl YINOS |06 UBDLBWY PUSYAA Slsjsewsseg eipun] ejoho]
¥Zy9-zv.-816 3oad ®oue ] GO0L¥. MO es|nL "BAY SIMOT °S 098Y Asuino] sieumQ sxong snuog ejoko |
26.16-0/1-502 [lempled bein v JaAooH 05} Amy qnio sseq sIB)seN dyL
£/0€-509-152 YeQuigoy 6699 IV 3IqoN 8AlQ us|D ABoueA YELZ| slsjse|\ usyinog
1210-20v-152 swig Awwir €699 IV 3IqoN 1Q episeye ¥/ gn|o sseg siolueg
¥6£0-0€2-G19 Jsuing AiByd  990/¢  NL unejes "py As|peig 9901 sis|buy sseg Jolusg
squwen Awol  $zZ09e TV 21398|03 8ALQ PUBIPOOM L2 anio "S's'v'g sierep Buliquiny

[eynsjuely uBYIUBOL  908SE TV a||IASIUNH MN "1 @8umeys 001 sieisng sseg Al1D 19300y

LL21-29G5-8/9 Jeyse] 8lsUyD LLlog VO welH | Jun Amd ynws e Awwir GLzy apjoe] |eolpey
96.1-E¥€-962 Jsuuog uosyoer  99zoe IV 8||naur ¥l xog Od led| Jusweulno] skieH 1y
0989-9G1-068 Youhw wenpp 9zsze 14 ejooesued pYy uoop|INN 0895 gnio sseg siepuny Bmey ejooesued
616G6-2£2-058 X0Q esI] LGz 14 8oed any BawinN 9509 qn|D sseq 1sednQ
1800-0£2-952 pousys uels €196 TV susyly iQ esi €961 sJs|Buy juswieuino] ewedgely YLoN
¥/89-1/6-90/ sumusnog aulelg  ¥08LE VO e|nejen "JQ Uouud)) 6/6 (v/vO) I1eiL sseg |euoieN
YOv.-GGb-1S2 Jo|IN Bukep  22G9E TV ewnsies I euojsoleq 995 jusweuino] sseg Moygs jeog 8|Iqo
0096-199-152 8|@e)S qog  €699¢ IV alIqon "PAIG JUBWIUIBAOD) LG6Y slsjsewssegq 3|Iqo
£10€-509-152 MeQuigoy  6699¢ IV 3IqoN 8AlQ uB|D ABOUBA YELZL uoneloossy sseq 3|IqoN
00ZZ-zEt-109 ybng Auen LLzee S uosyoer 1 Jenoises GOG L Syied @ sauaysl4 ‘eylIplIM "AId "SSIN
1G0G-GGE-VEE swelipm wes /209 1V ejneyng "8AY e|nen3 "N $¥81 Keuino] Bury 887
G1ZZ-¥09-0€S uouaduid 8led  0¥9SE 1V a|lospeH MS 1a 8T 08YE slsjsewssegq 9||IAsIoIUND a4eT
1119-€82-v€€ usploo yueH  8/09¢ IV sasse|el "BAY UUY "N v.b ebijemoy
0089-€1-95¢2 8leH [eine7  906SE TV uspspes 'pY uoness 8|98ls 1L8ZZ Spoo4 auoishey
1128-¥08-v€€ suigoy ueA3  Zyvoe TV ejeso|4 198418 U19 0v€2 sisjsewsseg A1D anH
Z1¥6-6£8-96¢2 Ayieussqy epAlD  €0Z9e IV pIoXO "BAY BIX0Y 0€9 qgn|o ssegq 1se1o|iIH
8992-£¥8-15¢ woyl eIN  8069¢ TV umopeq|io €8l xog ‘O'd qn|D sseg umousq|io
GE0v-6£8-829 snwJisuenp e g gLLOE VO uoj|joue 1S 8|dely LO9L “1deq ABojoig uonelspa4 sseq eibiosn
auoyd ®>_umucmwwgaww_ |pod Q_N ajels 3_0 Ssalppy aweN gqn|D

‘PIUOD v 3lqeL

18



suoie|nNojed 9say) WoJ) PapN|oXa alam spiodal a)a|dwooul,
Mo Alleroyie ale senjen asauy} elep Buissiw o} enp,

sinoy Q| Joy Buiysiy ssjbue suo se paulap si Aep e,

6l 681 (A 1G°€ 1928 06t [44 €G6S 2L’ 09298 16 0l Sy G'.S  ¥8.8¢ G629LL GO 128 LLoglL pA44 |ejol pueto
0c L0¢ 709 69 ¢2'98 €8’y L bl VL 89¢1 66 9'¢ 00 '96 699 ¥9¢c £'6e 298 6¥¢ 8l o3a
8¢ 8.¢ (014°) 0L'¢ 1098 0LV 0 el 7% gLee 86 e 00 9'96 144" 919¢ 1'S¢ 1'98 G6¢ 4 AON
6l €6l 069 ylL'e 81°'€8 cL'S € e 0ce 9808 96 &4 '8 1’68 9cve  LLLLL 1'8¢C 2'es 0l¢l 1214 100
€e 6¢¢ 809 ST 1.8 v’y 0 e 181 £669 G6 N4 'L €96 1Sve  g6PhlLl L've 118 L9L1 1214 d3s
144 6eY cL9 09'¢ /168 yAN 4 0 ol 0L’} 4114 6 GG 60 9'¢6 9911 7997 (97 2'S8 A (019 onv
9l i1 189 9.'¢ 06'¢8 LEY 0 123 €8'L 0€8¢ 16 6'G (4 0'¢6 6961 8.GS L'LS 6'C8 59 e anr
cl 6cl 0Z'8 96'¢ 0,08 18’y l 18 10 65.8 96 09 0. 0'/8 €.0¥ /890l 0'0S 1’08 Ll¢cl 8y NAr
vl (0145 900l ST 4 86°'G8 €2'S 4 19 1€¢C 196€1L 16 8'l el 1’68 Yv.S  L/8€l ¥'GG 098 1091 VA% AVIN
6l 881 0’8 Gs'e GL'9/ 16'Y 4 78 62'¢c wvoglL 66 0 8'LE 8',9 L.vS  8S19l 60 89/ 2881 51 ddv
8l Ll oL'2 vZ'e LL'€8 0L'S L 142 0ce 1214 66 00 L'v. 8'G¢C 9 8.¥0¢C 1'9¢ 1'€8 G8¢c 99 dVvIN
0c ¥0¢ 6.9 80°'¢ 8¥'08 62'G 9 89 8L'¢C 6056 66 00 vy 9'8G 6vcy €80Vl 1'9¢ G'08 69G1 Ge g34
96 6GS €6'G 6v'¢ Yy v8 G8'c 0 € 0L'L G66 66 00 1'9G 6'cy 988G 8.9l 6'¢ce 7'¥8 08l 14" NVF

SO g I ) T 5o X = > @ @ 3 =] 5 o = = = S = == = = = T = o

o ° o 3T =3 o ~2g Zg o o o3 = A o =4 g Z o > S & o = L =

<5 < 5 3 @ -3 Q@ < < o g e = = = [ o = -3 -3 o 3

o} o o = > 2 @ @ @ £ o 3 o 3 » 2 < ~Q =1 ®

S 9 S 2 ® a 58 g = = @ o o = 2 Q o ® o ) - @ Q 3

o 9 a g = ) =5 ] ®© w s = o c o c o b ® 3 o T

TS To $ Y -~ Z = = D g I e 2 5 2 < < @

) ’ <o = @ o o 12 s g

‘weibold "1°1'V'g €102 @Y} ul Bunedioned sqnjo sseq Joj yluow AQ Sjuslieuino) SSeq Jo Alewiwns apimalels G ajgel

19



Table 6. Summary of bass tournaments by lake and month for bass clubs participating in the 2013 B.A.LT. Program.

o -
w O % 2 s & g 2o 8 S S o - 8 e
2 2 o3z & 3 & 3 £3% s 2 2 8 3 3 £9
g 5§ & o 8 £ e £ v 4 @ 2 2 o o o o9
£ %8 %5 98T £ 22 5 ©§ 8 §o £ Sz ° O gz o § 90
g " E % 293 8 S 9 = @ @& 23 = 52 3 b oo 7 5 49
o o 3 o S @ © o ®© O 3 3] > 0 © © >0 ®© o) S ©
Lake = Z8 Z RE8E E o R R X o @ [ L2 o m L3 m o I o
Eufaula JAN 1 8 87.5 52 19 100 36 1.89 0 0 448 3.65 6.89
FEB 2 19 84.2 172 50 . . . 100 116 2.32 0 0 401 291 6.73 .
MAR 19 466 79.0 4722 1145 769 231 0.0 99 2938 2.57 29 1 538 242 6.22 163
APR 4 317 341 2752 719 948 52 0.0 99 1820 2.53 9 0 592 261 6.61 306
MAY 1 11 54.5 88 9 100 20 2.27 0 0 414 1.02 2.32 .
JUN 6 210 676 1850 560 95 1420 254 31 0 450 3.03 7.68 60
JUL 2 52 61.5 424 147 85 369 2.51 9 0 572 3.47 8.70 47
AUG 2 32 84.4 260 79 96 145 1.83 0 0 443 3.04 5.57 .
SEP 5 146 91.8 1896 523 93 1079 2.06 7 0 534 276 5.69 271
OCT 3 58 82.8 554 168 92 394 2.35 6 0 554 3.04 712 92
NOV 4 55 81.8 585 237 98 456 1.93 5 0 585 4.05 781 117
DEC 2 38 92.1 496 149 100 290 1.95 1 0 505 3.00 585 496
Guntersville JAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEB 6 424 69.8 3416 809 957 4.3 0.0 100 2837 3.51 30 4 750 237 831 114
MAR 4 163 656 1456 274 100.0 0.0 0.0 100 1004 3.66 21 4 756 188 6.90 69
APR 8 410 829 3466 1075 96.5 34 0.1 100 3613 3.36 31 2 6.16 3.10 1043 112
MAY 10 230 791 2224 741 97.0 3.0 0.0 93 2327 3.14 40 1 6.96 3.33 1047 45
JUN 2 41 854 358 104 971 29 0.0 74 343 3.30 2 0 782 291 958 44
JUL 3 68 86.8 612 183 96.2 3.8 0.0 51 585 3.20 1 0 6.13 299 956 56
AUG 1 14 78.6 112 29 100.0 0.0 0.0 100 66 2.29 0 0 438 259 5.93 .
SEP 5 63 77.8 570 145 993 0.7 0.0 99 379 2.62 3 0 531 255 6.66 190
OCT 17 704 79.3 6095 1596 90.1 9.9 0.0 99 4457  2.79 16 2 642 262 731 73
NOV 1 7 85.7 63 24 100.0 0.0 0.0 100 57 2.36 1 0 556 3.81 9.00 63
DEC 1 9 66.7 77 17 941 0.0 59 100 50 2.94 0 0 456 222 6.54
Jordan JAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEB 1 11 90.9 102 38 79 921 0.0 100 79 2.09 0 0 404 373 7.79 .
MAR 3 54 77.8 472 151 143 857 0.0 81 326 2.16 1 0 5.07 3.20 6.91 472
APR 4 203 936 1908 776 51 949 0.0 98 1480 1.91 1 0 432 407 7.76 1908
MAY 2 19 94.7 182 80 98 141 1.76 0 0 3.30 440 7.72
JUN . . . . . . . . . . . . .
JUL 1 8 62.5 48 14 86 31 2.18 0 0 3.80 292 6.36
AUG
SEP
OCT . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NOV 2 36 91.7 312 100 99 173 1.73 0 0 3.97 321 554
DEC
Lay JAN 1 9 77.8 83 25 280 720 0.0 100 63 2.53 0 0 437 3.00 7.59 .
FEB 2 64 68.8 576 168 . . . 100 513 3.05 4 . 6.82 292 890 144
MAR 3 217 774 1748 540 10.0 90.0 0.0 100 1461 2.71 9 1 6.39 3.09 836 194
APR 1 4 100.0 40 12 100 30 2.52 . 0 576 3.00 7.57 .
MAY 2 212 646 1696 572 98 1413 247 6 1 6.86 3.37 8.33 283
JUN
JUL
AUG . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEP 5 86 83.7 735 273 96 491 1.80 0 0 449 3.71 6.67 .
OCT 2 31 80.6 279 79 100 180 2.27 2 0 7.72 283 6.44 140
NOV 1 9 77.8 72 30 100 51 1.69 0 0 2.78 417 7.03
DEC

'a day is defined as one angler fishing for 10 hours
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Table 6. Cont'd.

o -
w O % 2 s & g 2o 8 S S o - 8 e
2 2 o3z & 3 & 3 £3% s 2 2 8 3 3 £9
g 5§ & o 8 £ e £ v 4 @ 2 2 o o o o9
£ %8 %5 98T £ 22 5 ©§ 8 §o £ Sz ° O gz o § 90
= E ° 29% 8§ S99 & ® & 28 S oo 4 b o2 & S5 493
] o 3 ] s S ®© © o © - ° ° S g s) > 0 ®© © S0 ®© o) <
Lake = ZL Z KRB E o X X a @ [ L2 o m L2 o a T o
Logan Martin ~ JAN . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEB 1 15 86.7 105 47 100 106 2.26 0 0 475 448 10.11
APR 6 87 86.2 730 313 99 620 1.98 2 0 464 429 850 365
JUN 4 25 1000 275 138 714 286 0.0 96 248 1.80 1 0 3.78 5.03 9.03 275
JUL 2 21 85.7 154 76 96 123 1.62 0 0 3.71 494 7.98 .
AUG 5 105 88.6 945 324 91 555 1.71 2 0 436 343 5.87 473
SEP 2 27 100.0 227 88 92 125 1.42 0 0 3.65 3.89 552
OCT 3 66 80.3 724 203 100 305 1.50 0 0 3.02 2.81 4.22
NOV
DEC
Martin JAN 3 46 100.0 525 270 . . . 99 484 1.79 1 0 426 514 922 525
FEB 5 447 919 3603 1513 10.0 90.0 0.0 100 2816 1.86 19 0 526 4.20 7.81 190
MAR 2 120 100.0 1024 485 25.0 750 0.0 100 912 1.88 4 0 732 474 891 256
APR 2 15 100.0 133 66 0.0 100.0 0.0 98 94 1.42 0 0 2.89 497 7.06
MAY
JUN
JUL . . . . . . . . . . . . .
AUG 1 10 80.0 60 16 100 20 1.26 0 0 251 267 3.36
SEP 2 22 77.3 208 77 97 163 2.1 0 0 454 370 7.82
OCT 3 28 96.4 461 212 82 281 1.32 0 0 3.33 4.60 6.09
NOV 1 20 80.0 160 46 100 56 1.21 0 0 3.68 2.88 347
DEC 1 12 75.0 90 41 100 70 1.71 0 0 404 456 7.79
Mobile Delta JAN 6 70 729 647 164 100.0 0.0 0.0 99 241 1.47 2 0 3.72 254 372 323
FEB 9 412 81.8 4605 1283 100.0 0.0 0.0 99 2059 1.60 0 0 3.48 279 4.47
MAR 4 97 876 839 367 100.0 0.0 0.0 98 550 1.50 0 0 3.39 437 6.56 .
APR 6 112 81.3 1002 410 . . 98 602 1.47 1 0 418 4.09 6.01 1002
MAY 8 188 819 1647 683 100.0 0.0 0.0 97 1052 1.54 0 0 2.76 415 6.39 .
JUN 10 244 816 2115 861 89.7 10.3 0.0 97 1422 1.65 5 0 411 4.07 6.73 423
JUL 9 212 825 1876 756 98 1156 1.53 1 0 3.53 4.03 6.16 1876
AUG 9 158 86.7 1383 578 93 875 1.51 1 0 343 418 6.33 1383
SEP 9 138 79.7 1167 456 90 710 1.56 1 0 2.85 391 6.08 1167
OCT 3 41 90.2 366 127 95 180 1.41 0 0 254 347 4.91
NOV 4 86 93.0 787 328 93 505 1.54 1 0 395 417 642 787
DEC 4 49 89.8 423 164 100 239 1.46 0 0 3.05 3.88 5.66
Millers Ferry JAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEB 1 11 90.9 88 25 100 44 1.77 1 0 525 284 504 88
MAR 3 82 90.2 740 357 100 885 2.48 11 0 599 4.82 1197 67
APR 2 80 83.8 658 302 99 562 1.86 1 0 510 459 8.55 658
MAY 1 16 100.0 160 49 100 64 1.31 0 0 3.15 3.06 4.02
JUN 1 9 88.9 72 35 100 73 2.09 0 0 410 4.86 10.15
JUL 2 18 100.0 150 75 99 127 1.69 2 0 482 500 845 75
AUG . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEP 1 16 87.5 160 67 99 148 2.20 1 0 6.44 419 9.23 160
OCT
NOV
DEC

'a day is defined as one angler fishing for 10 hours
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Table 6. Cont'd.

[} -
» 5 § £ £ £ ﬁ o § o) S o > § s
2 2 osc & 3 2 3 £2 3 L ® g § 5 g
s 2 223 4, & E 8 E Bg5 4 9 & g = 5 © 88
E & g¢g¥ £ &, & £ T T2 & . 3 3 2. 88 v o3
% ks g % 3 % - T 0® S g 2 S 88 w < 5 o w 2 5 o 2 =
S 93 ¢ %258 3 Ba < =2 2 52 5 29 § 8 Z¢ § 3 £48
Lake = ZL Z KRB E o X X a @ [ L2 o m L3 m o I o
Mitchell JAN
FEB
APR 3 73 76.7 604 177 98 328 1.85 0 0 4.00 293 543
JUN 3 27 926 240 94 96 179 1.90 1 0 400 392 7.48 240
JUL
AUG . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEP 5 192 88.5 1552 585 99 1064 1.82 1 0 3.96 3.77 6.86 1552
OCT 1 24 87.5 216 92 . 153 1.67 . . . 426 7.10
NOV 2 24 79.2 207 59 100 116 1.97 0 0 3.95 285 5.63
DEC 1 19 84.2 171 63 100 117 1.85 0 0 3.94 3.68 6.82
Neely Henry JAN
FEB
APR 2 24 95.8 204 90 40.0 60.0 0.0 100 198 2.20 0 0 428 441 9.71 .
MAY 1 157 89.2 1413 518 98 1114 215 4 0 6.00 3.67 7.89 353
JUN 7 291 79.4 2503 1141 97 2172  1.90 8 1 483 456 8.68 313
JUL 4 64 95.3 546 273 94 494 1.81 0 0 414 5.00 9.05
AUG . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEP 2 133 96.2 1995 453 99 856 1.89 2 0 497 227 429 998
OCT 1 15 93.3 120 53 100 76 1.43 0 0 3.58 442 6.32
NOV
DEC
Pickw ick JAN . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEB 2 59 88.9 515 85 . 434  2.06 5 1 11.83 3.50 843 54
MAR 3 177 944 1451 408 100 1357 2.35 12 1 712 472 935 121
APR 4 139 70.9 1187 161 100 880 2.36 7 0 599 340 742 170
MAY 1 46 . 391 . . . . . 375 . 4 0 791 . 9.58 98
JUN 3 77 100.0 670 143 929 0.0 71 97 610 2.10 9 0 6.24 513 911 74
JUL 2 61 81.0 508 51 . . . 94 352 2.45 6 0 595 3.04 6.93 85
AUG 4 112 85.7 973 108 857 0.0 143 100 560 1.90 5 0 550 286 575 141
SEP 2 109 71.4 921 18 722 56 222 100 556 1.95 10 0 6.01 3.32 6.03 92
OCT 6 126 97.0 1253 199 86.8 9.0 42 95 915 1.82 5 1 6.35 4.31 7.31 251
NOV 3 50 786 432 43 93.0 0.0 7.0 100 258 2.00 3 0 549 341 596 144
DEC 3 53 451 227 7 1 7.92 504 64
Weiss JAN
MAR 1 13 46.2 98 10 100.0 0.0 0.0 100 37 3.66 3 6.49 1.03 3.75 33
MAY 2 21 81.0 168 37 100 64 1.73 0 0 424 220 3.80 .
JUN 4 125 88.8 1114 402 91 834 2.07 3 0 523 3.61 7.48 371
JUL . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
AUG 2 35 71.4 287 86 100 184 2.14 2 0 5.07 3.00 6.42 143
SEP 3 77 89.6 693 225 100 470 2.09 7 0 586 3.25 6.78 99
OCT 1 10 90.0 85 44 100 114 2.60 1 0 533 5.18 1346 85
NOV 2 33 90.9 287 120 100 235 1.96 0 0 484 418 8.18
DEC

'a day is defined as one angler fishing for 10 hours
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Wheeler JAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEB 2 48 58.3 408 86 100 278 3.23 8 1 716 211 6.80 51
APR 4 273 894 2222 873 973 0.0 2.7 98 2055 235 28 0 6.18 3.93 925 79
MAY 1 540 96.3 4473 2407 . . . 98 6110 2.54 8 0 6.16 5.38 13.66 93
JUN 3 96 76.0 864 359 892 6.7 42 99 931 259 14 0 6.13 4.16 10.78 62
JUL 3 68 79.4 544 171 864 00 136 97 271 1.59 4 0 435 314 499 136
AUG . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SEP 2 108 83.3 819 362 . . . 94 661 1.83 2 0 522 442 8.07 410
OCT 4 75 86.7 708 269 889 4.0 71 99 390 1.45 0 0 459 3.80 5.50 .
NOV 2 37 86.5 386 163 98.0 0.0 2.0 100 301 1.85 2 0 522 422 7.80 193
DEC
Wilson JAN
MAR 2 43 90.7 358 136 98.2 0.0 1.8 99 370 2.72 9 0 712 3.80 10.32 40
MAY 3 76 934 681 343 921 0.0 79 99 737 2.15 2 0 481 5.04 10.82 165
JUN 3 49 91.8 407 144 819 00 181 94 331 2.30 5 0 544 354 814 81
JUL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
AUG 3 45 88.9 381 159 932 1.7 5.1 97 299 1.88 0 0 470 417 7.85
OCT 1 17 100.0 136 75 . . . 100 184 2.46 3 0 719 551 1356 45
NOV 1 16 50.0 128 10 900 0.0 10.0 100 20 2.02 0 0 394 0.78 158 .
DEC 1 10 30.0 75 11 100.0 0.0 0.0 100 27 2.46 1 0 580 1.47 360 75
West Point JAN 1 27 100.0 216 71 99 110 1.55 0 0 425 3.29 5.09
MAR 3 43 814 344 97 80 147 1.52 2 0 498 282 428 172
APR 3 55 89.1 467 155 88 214 1.38 1 0 421 3.32 4.59 467
MAY 1 11 90.9 88 31 97 42 1.37 0 0 456 352 4.82
JUN . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
JUL 3 34 85.3 292 100 82 123 1.23 1 0 445 343 424 292
AUG 1 11 455 88 18 100 28 1.55 0 0 431 205 3.16
SEP 2 16 87.5 248 82 89 122 1.48 0 0 3.71 3.31 4.91 .
OCT 1 42 97.6 432 170 98 240 1.41 1 0 452 394 556 432
NOV . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
DEC 1 8 100.0 64 32 100 79 247 2 0 599 5.00 1234 32

'a day is defined as one angler fishing for 10 hours
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Figure 2. Annual quality indicators for Coffeeville, Demopolis, and Eufaula, through 2013.
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Figure 3. Annual quality indicators for Gainesville, Guntersville, and Harding, through 2013.
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Figure 4. Annual quality indicators for Harris, Jones Bluff, and Jordan, through 2013.
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Figure 5. Annual quality indicators for Lay, Logan Martin, and Martin, through 2013.
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Figure 6. Annual quality indicators for Millers Ferry, Mitchell, and the Mobile Delta, through 2013.

29



NEELY HENRY

POUNDS OR NUMBER
N

|AVERAGE WEIGHT _BASS/ANGLER POUNDS/ANGLER]

0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
YEAR
12
11 PICKWICK

POUNDS OR NUMBER
o]

2 .
17 |AVERAGE WEIGHT BASS/ANGLER POUNDS/ANGLER!
0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
YEAR
10
9 - SMITH

POUNDS OR NUMBER
(¢,

AVERAGE WEIGHT BASS/ANGLER POUNDS/ANGLER
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

YEAR
Figure 7. Annual quality indicators for Neely Henry, Pickwick, and Smith, through 2013.
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Figure 8. Annual quality indicators for Warrior, Weiss, and West Point, through 2013.
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Figure 9. Annual quality indicators for Wheeler and Wilson, through 2013.
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TOURNAMENT PERMITS
The Alabama Division of Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries does not

require tournament organizations to secure tournament permits for any of
their events. However, the Alabama Marine Police requires a Marine
Event Permit for any event (including bass tournaments) with more than
100 boats participating. Applications can be obtained from the Alabama
Marine Police free of charge by calling (334) 242-3630, and must be
completed and submitted to them at least 15 days prior to the event.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also requires a Special Use
Permit for bass tournaments with more than 10 boats which are held on
any of their reservoirs. Corps permits must be submitted 30 days prior to
the event, and can be obtained from your local project office or from their

website at: http://bwt.sam.usace.army.mil/specialevent.htm.

CORPS OF ENGINEERS ANNUAL DAY USE PERMITS

Annual passes can be obtained from the guard shack at all park
entrances, or by contacting your local Corp of Engineers Resources
Management office. These passes allow you to use any boat ramp
operated and maintained by the Corps of Engineers, nationwide. The
charge for these permits is $30 and is good for one year from the date of

purchase. Local and regional offices are listed below.

334-872-9554
334-682-4244
Holt Resource Office (Peterson) 205-553-9373
Black Warrior/Tombigbee Project Mgmt. Office (Tuscaloosa) 205-752-3571
334-289-3540
205-373-8705

Alabama River Lakes Site Office (Hayneville)

Millers Ferry Resource Office (Camden)

Demopolis Site Office (Demopolis)

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Office (Carrollton)

TRAILER TOURNAMENTS

Any tournaments where rules permit anglers to fish in various water
bodies and then bring their catch to a particular lake for a weigh-in where
fish are then released alive into that body of water are in direct violation of

Alabama’s Public Water Stocking (220-2-.129) regulation. Moving live fish

from one lake to another can have a number of detrimental consequences;
examples include 1) moving fish caught from lakes with consumption
advisories into lakes without advisories, 2) introducing genetically inferior
strains of spotted bass into our world-class spotted bass fisheries of the
Coosa River, 3) introducing diseases such as the Largemouth Bass Virus
which decimated many of our bass fisheries in Alabama beginning in the
late 1990’s, 4) diluting the genetic benefits of our Florida bass stocking
program, and 5) introducing non-native, potentially harmful species into
lakes where they do not currently exist.

However, it is important for anglers to know that only the act of

releasing fish into a body of water other than where they were caught is

illegal. If tournament organizations want to continue to offer these
types of tournaments to their competitors, they are certainly free to do
so as long as the fish brought in from other reservoirs are not
released there. If you participate in one of these tournaments, do not
release your fish into that lake if you did not catch them there.
Your fish can be eaten, donated to a charitable organization such as
an orphanage, or returned to the reservoir from which they were
caught. Fish can only be moved legally from one reservoir to another

if they are transported by boat through a navigable lock.

CATCH-AND-RELEASE

Access area creel surveys conducted by Wildlife & Freshwater
Fisheries biologists have revealed a significant decline in bass
harvest rates, statewide. In 2012, nearly 100% of all bass caught
from public waters were released.

As the catch-and-release ethic has evolved during the last 20
years due to intense promotion by tournament organizations and
participants, many well-intentioned anglers have become so
passionate about this angling ethic that they feel a moral obligation to
release every bass they catch, which often leads them to make some
poor choices with regard to the handling of their fish.

An unfortunate consequence of catch-and-release is that
tournament anglers are often so focused on releasing their fish alive,
that they sometimes fail to recognize when a fish is too far gone to
survive the stress. Making this mistake can result in numerous dead
fish floating in the water around the boat ramp the following day. The
number of complaints received by ADCNR accusing tournament
anglers of killing and wasting fish during organized bass tournaments
is on the rise, so please encourage your anglers to be aware of this
growing problem, and consider adopting tournament rules that
discourage the release of fish in poor condition following bass
tournaments. Recommended guidelines for tournament weigh-in
procedures can be found at:

http://outdooralabama.com/fishing/freshwater/fish/bassblack/fishhandl

ing.pdf.



http://outdooralabama.com/fishing/freshwater/fish/bassblack/fishhandling.pdf
http://outdooralabama.com/fishing/freshwater/fish/bassblack/fishhandling.pdf

Tournament Website
http://www.outdooralabama.com/tournaments;/

Type the above link into your web browser to access the page below and post your tournaments or view those
posted by other organizations. This feature is available for all 45 of Alabama’s public reservoirs and signs are being
placed at each ADCNR public access area to inform anglers of the new interactive website.

Select from these
options to see
when and where
tournaments are
being held, or. ..

Click here to
bring up the
page below and
post your own
tournament.

On this page, you can
post specific information
about your tournament
and include contact
information, a link to
your website, or even a
copy of your tournament
registration form.

Please let other tournament fishermen know about this website, and if you have questions or comments
call 334-242-3471. This website exists for your convenience and we welcome any suggestions you might have
that would improve this valuable tool.
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The Alabama Division of Wildlife &
Freshwater Fisheries maintains 113 public
boating access areas statewide. Several of

these facilities received upgrades during 2013.

Camp Rotary (Lake Jordan)

During 2009, the Alabama Power
Company expanded the size of the parking lot
at this site to accommodate approximately 90
truck/trailer rigs in response to increasing
boater activity. However, the launch area could
not adequately handle the additional boater
traffic with only two launch lanes. Steep ramps
and small, worn out courtesy piers compounded
the problem. In addition, the asphalt in the
original parking lot was beginning to crack and
break apart.

To correct these problems, three types of
improvements were planned. The first phase,
completed in 2013, was to demolish the two Camp Rotary Public Boat Ramp (Lake Jordan), under construction
existing boat ramps and replace them with a during Fall 2013.

single slab large enough to launch four boats,
simultaneously. The grade of the launching slab was rolled from 15% to Beeswax Creek (Lay Lake)

2% so boats could be launched and retrieved more quickly and This facility was experiencing problems similar to those at

efficiently. Camp Rotary, which were scheduled for three renovation phases.

The final two phases will include resurfacing the original parking The first was the construction of a four-lane launching slab with rolled

lot and improving the courtesy docking space. These improvements will grading, which was completed during Fall 2013. The next two

be made during Spring 2014. Once complete, this facility will be fully phases, scheduled for Spring 2014, will include parking lot resurfacing

ADA compliant. and the addition of one new courtesy pier. All improvements will be
fully ADA-compliant.

There is also an effort under way to
construct a scale house for bass tournament
weigh-in’s at this facility. This will be a project with
multiple partners which will be completed in
conjunction with the other scheduled

improvements.

Other Projects (Statewide)

Modifications continued at Lion’s Park Public
Boat Ramp (Smith Lake) to bring the facility into
full ADA compliance. A number of parking lots
were re-striped, courtesy piers repaired, and
signage replaced, as needed, at public boat
ramps, statewide.

Future plans include a parking lot expansion
at Bonner’s Point (Lake Jordan), and new facilities

New Launching Slab at Beeswax Creek Public Boat Ramp at Bridgeport Ferry (Tennessee River) and Pollard
(Conecuh River).
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The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, age, gender, national origin, or disability in its hiring

or employment practices nor in admission to, or operations of its programs, services,
or activities. This publication is available in alternative formats.









